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Abner  Cheney  Goodell,  lawyer,  antiquarian,  historian 
and  scholar,  was  born  in  Cambridgeport,  Oct.  1,  1831, 
and  passed  away  July  19,  1914,  in  Salem,  of  which  city 
he  had  been  a  resident  since  early  childhood.  Practically 
his  whole  life,  it  may  be  said,  was  passed  in  the  city  of 
Salem,  and  he  “  played  in  his  time  many  parts  ”  that 
brought  him  prominently  before  the  public. 

Mr.  Goodell  was  descended  in  the  seventh  generation 
from  Robert  and  Katherine  (Kilham)  Goodell  of  Ben¬ 
nington,  Suffolk,  Eng.,  who  sailed  from  Ipswich,  Eng., 
April  30,  1634,  in  the  ship  “  Elizabeth,”  William  An¬ 
drews,  master,  and  settled  in  Salem,  Mass.,  whence  they 
soon  removed  to  a  place  on  the  Ipswich  river  in  that  part 
of  Salem  which  is  now  Danvers.  Robert  Goodell  brought 
over,  beside  his  wife,  his  three  children,  Mary,  aged  four 
years,  who  married  John  Pease  and  became  the  founder 
of  the  Pease  family  in  New  England ;  Abraham,  aged 
two  years,  who  died  young ;  and  Isaac,  aged  six  months, 
whose  descendants  still  own  the  ancesti'al  acres  in  Dan¬ 
vers.  To  this  family  was  added,  among  other  children, 
another  son,  Zachariah  Goodell,  who  was  born  in  1639, 
and  who  married  Elizabeth,  only  daughter  of  Edward 
Beauchamp  of  Salem.  Through  this  union  Abner  C. 
Goodell  traced  his  line  of  descent.  Joseph,  son  of  Zacha- 
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riah,  had,  by  his  wife,  Mary,  a  son  Joseph,  who,  as  a  lad, 
was  placed  under  the  guardianship  of  Ezekiel  Cheever 
(son  of  the  noted  schoolmaster,  Ezekiel  Cheever,  sen.,) 
and  who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Witt)  Goodell  of  Marlborough,  Mass.  Azubah, 
daughter  of  this  Joseph,  was  the  mother  of  Robert  B. 
Thomas  the  famous  almanac  maker. 

Joseph  Goodell  of  the  fifth  generation,  son  of  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  (Goodell)  Goodell,  married  Ann  Hopkins, 
and  had  Zina  Goodell,  who  married  Joanna  Cheney, 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Abigail  (Thompson)  Cheney 
of  Mendon  (now  Milton),  Mass.  Their  son,  Abner  Cheney 
Goodell,  born  in  North  Orange,  Mass.,  Feb.  9,  1805,  was 
named  after  his  mother’s  brother,  Abner  Cheney,  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Dartmouth  college  in  1796,  an  accomplished  clas¬ 
sical  scholar  and  schoolmaster,  who  died  at  Charlestown, 
New  Hampshire,  Nov.  11,  1797,  aged  32,  “widely 
lamented.” 

Abner  C.  Goodell,  sen.,  became  a  noted  inventor.  He 
invented  the  first  printing  press  that  printed  both  sides 
of  a  sheet  at  once  ;  a  process  for  preparing  copper  and 
steel  for  engraving,  a  tricycle,  and  machines  for  making 
kegs,  shoe  pegs,  tin  tubes,  pump  logs,  cutting  steel,  etc. 
He  removed  to  Salem  in  1837,  and  died  there  March  27, 
1898.  He  married  Sally  Dodge  Haskell,  daughter  of 
Aaron  and  Eunice  (Dodge)  Haskell,  and  a  descendant  of 
William  and  Mary  (Tybott  or  Tibbetts)  Haskell.  Her 
mother  was  the  daughter  of  Barnabas  Dodge  of  Ipswich 
and  Hamilton,  and  Elizabeth  Giddings,  his  wife,  whose 
mother,  Sarah  Burnham,  was  a  sister  of  the  mother  of 
Nathan  Dane,  the  founder  of  the  Harvard  Law  school. 
One  of  Eunice’s  brothers,  Oliver  Dodge,  was  graduated 
from  Haiward  University  in  1788,  and  became  a  minister 
in  Pomfret,  Conn.,  while  another  brother,  Paul  Dodge,  a 
graduate  of  Brown  University,  was  a  distinguished  law¬ 
yer  in  Vermont.  Through  these  various  lines,  represent¬ 
ing  as  they  do  some  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent 
families  in  New  England,  Mr.  Goodell  inherited  his  dis¬ 
tinguished  traits  of  character  and  intellect.  Not  long 
after  his  birth  his  parents  removed  to  Ipswich,  but  re¬ 
turned  to  Cambridgeport,  and  in  1837  finally  came  to 
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Salem,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools,  graduating 
from  the  High  School  at  the  head  of  his  class.  Among 
his  classmates  w'ere  the  brothers  Judge  William  G.  Choate 
and  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate,  and  the  late  Hon.  Darwin  E. 
Ware.  During  the  following  two  years  he  assisted  bis 
father  in  the  machine  shop,  but  in  the  meantime,  and  even 
before  leaving  school,  carried  on  his  studies  privately  in 
Latin,  French,  and  mathematics,  and  in  English  litera¬ 
ture.  Although  he  never  entered  college,  he  nevertheless 
acquired  an  equivalent  classical  education. 

In  1849,  Mr.  Goodell  entered  the  law  office  of  his 
youngest  maternal  uncle,  George  Haskell  of  Ipswich, 
who  died  in  the  autumn  of  1898,  aged  89,  the  Nestor  of 
the  bar.  Under  his  uncle’s  instruction  he  devoted  him¬ 
self  particularly  to  the  study  of  the  law  governing  real 
estate.  He  finished  his  law  studies  in  Salem  with  North- 
end  &  Choate,  and  was  admitted  as  an  attorney  and  coun¬ 
sellor  at  the  November  term  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  in  1852.  In  January,  1853,  he  began  practicing 
in  Lynn,  Mass.,  where  he  remained  until  1858,  having  a 
large  docket  of  miscellaneous  cases.  In  1856  he  was 
appointed,  and  the  next  year  elected.  Register  of  the  then 
newly  organized  Court  of  Insolvency  for  Essex  county, 
which  was  merged  with  the  Probate  Court  in  1858.  He 
was  elected  Register  of  the  Courts  of  Probate  and  Insol¬ 
vency  for  Essex  county,  and  held  the  office  continuously 
for  twenty  years,  from  January,  1858,  by  re-election.  He 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  with  ability  and  gen¬ 
eral  satisfaction. 

At  a  public  dinner  tendered  the  Hon.  Dean  Peabody 
upon  his  retirement  from  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Courts, 
by  the  members  of  the  Essex  Bar,  the  following  letter 
from  Mr.  Goodell  was  read : — 

.  .  .  “Your  special  guest  and  I  are  the  only  survivors  of 
the  coterie  of  lawyers  settled  as  practitioners  in  Lynn  44 
years  ago.  Jeremiah  Stickney,  Thomas  B.  Newhall,  James 
R.  Newhall,  Benjamin  F.  Mudge,  William  Howland  and 
Isaac  Brown,  successively  have  responded  to  the  inevitable 
sirmmons  to  another  Bar,  in  which  no  plea  by  attorney  is 
allowable,  and  where  every  case  is  tried  by  the  record. 

“  As  I  look  back  through  the  vista  which  extends  from  that 
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time  to  the  present,  1  find  it  hard  to  realize  that  it  is  actually 
I  who  have  lived  so  long  and  survived  so  many  of  the  able 
men  that  have  maintained  the  reputation  of  the  Essex  Bar. 

“  I  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  before  Mr.  Justice  Fletcher  of 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  Essex  county,  November  term, 
1852,  and,  if  I  reckon  aright,  there  then  stood  on  the  rolls 
of  our  Association  69  names  ahead  of  mine.  To-day,  if  1 
have  not  miscounted,  not  more  than  14  of  these  69  survive, 
at  the  head  of  whom,  in  point  of  seniority,  stands  the  name  of 
my  revered  and  beloved  uncle,  Hon.  George  Haskell  of  Ipswich, 
whose  pupil  I  was,  and  who  now  fills  the  place  then  held  by 
the  late  venerable  Asa  Andrews — a  connecting  link  between 
the  bar  of  this  century  and  the  old  lawyers  of  the  Province. 

“  Of  all  my  brethren  near  my  own  age,  none  ever  enjoyed 
my  confidence  and  respect  more  fully  than  did  the  gentleman 
whose  name  and  career  are  to  be  especially  honored  to-night. 
This  is  a  strong  avowal,  I  know ;  for,  besides  Phillips,  whose 
spotless  character  and  eminent  professional  services  in  high 
public  station  in  our  own  Commonwealth  and  elsewhere  are 
almost  beyond  the  emulation  of  the  most  sanguine  aspirant 
— but  whom  I  except  of  his  seniority — we  have  with  us  yet 
Endicott,  of  local  and  national  fame;  Safford,  the  model 
magistrate ;  Gillis,  one  of  the  most  accomplished,  and,  1 
dare  say,  the  best  beloved  of  all ;  and  Robinson,  with  whom, 
though  he  practices  in  another  county,  it  is  an  honor  to  have 
been  associated  in  any  fellowship. 

“  When  Brother  Peabody  was  called  to  the  office  which  he 
has  recently  laid  down,  1  think  the  general  feeling  of  those 
who  knew  him  best  was  that  he  would  prove  the  ideal  clerk. 
His  long  and  varied  practice  formed  an  excellent  foundation 
for  the  development  of  that  kind  of  skill  which  enables  its 
possessor  to  bear  to  the  Court  the  relation  which  Bacon  de¬ 
scribes  as  its  most  useful  arm,  and  his  clean,  legible  chirog- 
raphy,  an  index  to  his  character,  gave  the  promise  which  his 
now  completed  records  have  fulfilled  for  the  benefit  of  pos¬ 
terity.  Litera  scripta  manet. 

“  Though  long  secluded  from  active  practice  by  labors  un¬ 
dertaken  gratuitously  in  a  different  direction,  but  to  the  same 
great  end,  I  have  never  lost  an  interest  in  my  chosen  vocation 
nor  my  affection  and  esteem  for  those  of  brethren  towards 
whom  those  sentiments  have  only  deepened  with  increasing 
years.  Hence,  I  trust,  I  may  be  excused  for  obtruding  this 
unsolicited  tribute  to  the  dear  friend  and  brother  whom  we 
all  esteem,  and  who,  so  far  as  I  know,  never  had  an  enemy. 

“  Cordially  yours, 

“Abneh  Cheney  Goo  dell,  Jr.” 
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As  the  first  Register  of  Insolvency  and  also  the  first 
Register  of  Probate  and  Insolvency  in  Essex  county,  Mr. 
(xoodell’s  work  in  organizing  the  oflSce,  in  drafting  the 
forms,  and  in  beginning  the  records,  was  no  small  under¬ 
taking,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  his  executive  and  legal 
skill,  especially  as  the  labor  of  completing  the  unfinished 
records  of  two  of  his  predecessors  in  the  probate  office 
devolved  upon  him.  Upon  assuming  the  office  of  Register 
of  Probate  and  Insolvency,  he  gave  up  his  law  office  in 
Lynn,  and  ever  afterwards  devoted  himself  to  his  official 
duties,  to  his  private  business,  and  to  literary  labors. 

As  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Goodell  was  very  successful,  and  in 
his  criminal  practice  never  lost  a  case.  His  business, 
however,  was  very  largely  in  the  civil  branch.  In  the 
Supreme  Judicial  courts  he  won  some  notable  trials.  Of 
his  reported  cases,  the  most  important  is  Harvey  vs.  Mos¬ 
ley,  in  which  was  decided  for  the  firet  time  the  question 
of  age  of  consent  of  marriage  in  Massachusette ;  and 
Commonwealth  vs.  Hitchings,  which  is  recognized  as  a 
leading  case  and  cited  as  an  authority  both  in  this  country 
and  in  Great  Britain.  Only  a  short  time  before  the  death 
of  President  William  H.  Niles  of  the  Essex  Bar,  and 
since  the  death  of  Mr.  Goodell,  President  Niles  said  to 
the  writer  :  “  Mr.  Goodell  was  a  great  lawyer,  and  that 

fact  will  appear  stronger  in  time  to  come  than  it  does 
now.” 

After  giving  up  his  regular  law  practice,  he  was  called 
upon  occasionally  for  legal  advice  in  important  cases  in¬ 
volving  the  ancient  law  and  court  practice  of  colonial  and 
provincial  times.  This  he  did  officially  as  editor  of  the 
Acts  and  Resolves  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
and  professionally  for  the  use  of  students  of  history.  Mr. 
Goodell  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Andrew  one  of  the  com¬ 
missioners  to  prepare  for  publication  a  complete  copy  of 
the  statutes  and  laws  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  from  the  time  of  the  Province  charter  to  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  constitution  of  the  Commonwealth,  This  was 
in  1866,  and  in  1868  he,  with  Ellis  Ames,  was  appointed 
a  commission  to  print  these  records.  This  work  went  on 
w'ith  several  interruptions  until  1890.  In  1890  a  new 
commission  was  appointed  for  this  work,  of  which  Mr. 
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Goodell  was  one,  and  continued  for  about  six  years,  Mr. 
Goodell  being  the  editor  of  the  work.  In  all  he  was  con¬ 
nected  with  this  work  for  some  thirty  years,  but  owing  to 
interruptions,  the  real  working  time  for  the  eight  volumes 
was  reduced  to  less  than  nineteen  years.  During  fourteen 
years  of  this  time  neither  Mr.  Goodell  nor  Mr.  Ames 
received  any  compensation  for  their  labor,  and  only  a 
small  sum  for  personal  expenses.  After  1879,  Mr. 
Goodell  made  this  work  his  chief  employment  and  devoted 
much  time  to  it. 

In  connection  with  his  work  on  the  Province  Laws, 
Mr.  Goodell  encountered  much  opposition  from  various 
sources.  Some  of  it,  it  is  alleged,  was  from  those  who 
wanted  the  work  placed  in  the  hands  of  politicians  ;  other 
opposition  came  from  those  who  never  bad  any  experience 
in  such  work  and  thought  that  it  could  be  done  off  hand  like 
any  other  collating.  The  only  real  criticism  of  value  was 
that  Mr.  Goodell  added  altogether  too  copious  notes  and 
comments  to  the  Province  Laws,  until  the  notes  became 
more  voluminous  than  the  original  text.  This  work, 
however,  he  felt  needed  to  be  done,  and  it  was  certainly 
well  done.  Whatever  other  criticism  may  be  offered,  it 
is  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  volumes  constitute  a 
monument  to  the  indefatigable  labors  of  the  editors  and 
is  an  historical  production  which  will  increase  in  value  as 
time  passes. 

Mr.  Goodell  was  especially  proficient  in  English  litera¬ 
ture  and  history,  a  taste  for  which  he  had  acquired  from 
his  mother.  He  read  the  standard  poets  when  very  young, 
and  committed  many  of  their  poems  to  memory.  He 
was  especially  fond  of  Milton  and  Pope,  and  readily 
quoted  selections  applicable  while  engaged  in  conversa¬ 
tion.  Under  the  late  Napoleon  H.  Jerome,  the  editor  of 
Wanostrocht’s  French  grammar,  he  took  a  course  in 
French,  thus  gaining  access  to  new  fields  of  literature, 
which  were  extremely  useful  to  him  in  later  years.  En¬ 
dowed  with  a  retentive  memory  and  a  mind  of  singular 
power  and  comprehension,  he  was  not  only  versed  in  gen¬ 
eral  and  classical  literature,  and  in  modern  and  ancient 
history,  but  was  interested  in  the  natural  sciences.  As  a 
conversationalist,  he  was  brilliant  and  charming.  He  was 
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a  fluent  writer,  a  great  lover  of  books,  and  the  owner  of 
one  of  the  finest  private  libraries  in  the  State,  which  was 
especially  strong  in  books  relating  to  witchcraft.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  New  England  Historic  Genea¬ 
logical  Society,  Aug.  6,  1862,  a  life  member  in  1863,  a 
director  in  1884,  and  president,  to  succeed  the  late  Mar¬ 
shall  P.  Wilder,  in  January,  1887.  He  served  in  the 
presidency  until  June  22,  1892,  when  he  resigned  with 
all  his  official  associates,  being  succeeded  in  the  chair  by 
Gov.  William  Claflin.  He  was  a  life  member  and  senior 
vice  president  of  the  Essex  Institute,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  foremost  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society  and  of  the  Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts. 
To  all  of  these  he  had  long  been  a  frequent  and  valued 
contributor.  From  Amherst  College  he  received  tbe 
honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  in  1865.  He  was  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  fraternity  of  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity,  a  corresponding  member  of  the  historical  societies 
of  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Maine  and  Rhode  Island, 
a  member  of  the  Old  Colony  Historical  Society  of  Taun¬ 
ton,  and  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 
He  was  a  member  of  tbe  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Rev¬ 
olution  and  of  the  Prince  Society,  and  he  had  been  a 
trustee  of  the  Peabody  Academy  of  Science  of  Salem, 
and  also  bad  been  its  secretary  since  February,  1867,  when 
he  was  appointed  to  the  board  by  its  founder,  George 
Peabody  of  England. 

Mr.  Goodell’s  writings  outside  the  notes  and  articles 
connected  with  his  great  life  work,  the  Province  Laws, 
consisted  chiefly  of  addresses  and  papers  on  historical, 
genealogical  and  kindred  subjects.  Some  have  been 
favorably  noticed  in  England  as  well  as  in  this  country. 
Of  late  years  his  published  papers  were  mainly  historical. 
In  1874  he  delivered  the  first  of  a  series  of  commemora¬ 
tive  addresses  on  events  connected  with  the  American 
revolution.  This  was  followed  by  other  addresses  by  dis¬ 
tinguished  orators.  His  paper  entitled  The  Centennial 
Anniversary  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Provincial  Assembly 
in  Salem,  Oct.  5,  1774,"  was  delivered  before  the  Essex 
Institute,  and  afterwards  published  in  the  New  England 
Historic  Genealogical  Register.  He  delivered  an  address 
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at  the  dedication  of  the  court  house  in  Salem  in  1860  ; 
and  another  at  the  semi-centennial  celebration,  in  1871,  of 
the  founding  of  the  Essex  Historical  Society  out  of 
which  grew  the  Essex  Institute.  He  also  delivered  an 
oration  by  invitation  of  the  New  England  Historic  and 
Genealogical  Society  in  February,  1888,  in  commemora¬ 
tion  of  the  ratification  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Massachusetts  convention  in  1788  ;  and 
another  at  the  Old  South  Meeting  House,  Boston,  Nov. 
27,  1895,  before  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  the  600th  anniversary  of  the  first  sum¬ 
moning  of  citizens  and  burgesses  to  the  Parliament  of 
England,  wherein  a  comparison  is  made  between  the 
legislatures  of  Great  Britain  and  Massachusetts.  This 
last  was  well  received  both  in  this  country  and  in  England. 

Numerous  other  papers,  addresses  and  articles  for  various 
historical  and  patriotic  societies,  and  reviews  of  historical 
works  prepared  by  him  have  appeared  in  different  publica¬ 
tions.  For  some  years  he  was  engaged  in  preparing  for 
publication  a  history  of  the  Salem  witchcraft,  which,  out¬ 
side  of  the  Province  Laws,  he  deemed  his  most  important 
and  interesting  work.  For  this  work  he  imported  a  large 
number  of  rare  and  expensive  volumes  relating  to  the  sub¬ 
ject.  Had  he  lived  to  write  this  history  no  doubt  it  would 
have  been  the  “  last  word  ”  upon  the  subject.  One  result 
of  his  studies  upon  Salem  witchcraft  was  an  address  given 
by  him  before  the  Danvers  Historical  Society,  in  1892, 
when  that  body  commemorated  the  outbreak  of  the  witch¬ 
craft  delusion  in  1692  in  Salem  village,  now  Danvers. 

In  1865  Mr.  Goodell  became  president  of  the  Salem  and 
South  Danvers  Street  Railway  Company,  which,  after  an 
existence  of  twenty  months,  had  accumulated  a  debt  of 
$40,000.  He  continued  at  the  head  of  that  enterprise  nine¬ 
teen  years,  reorganizing  and  economizing  the  management 
of  the  road  and  building  extensions  to  North  Salem  and 
Salem  Willows.  By  his  efforts  the  value  of  the  stock, 
which  was  comparatively  worthless,  was  raised  to  $200 
per  share.  During  the  last  four  years  of  his  presidency, 
the  stock  paid  twenty-two  per  cent,  dividends  and  earned 
thirty  per  cent,  annually. 

In  1865,  also,  be  was  chosen  an  alderman  of  the  city 
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of  Salem  by  unanimous  vote  on  all  of  the  tickets.  He 
served  one  year,  and  among  other  things  drew  the  ordi¬ 
nance  establishing  a  board  of  water  commissioners,  defin¬ 
ing  their  duties,  etc.  The  board  was  chosen  that  year, 
and  thus  Mr.  Goodell  was  instrumental  in  instituting  the 
water  system  of  Salem,  which  was  his  object  in  accepting 
nomination  to  the  board  of  aldermen. 

In  politics  he  was  first  a  Free  Soiler,  but  since  the 
organization  of  the  party  he  had  been  a  Republican.  He 
had  never  accepted  any  other  political  office,  however, 
though  urged  to  do  so.  He  proposed  the  first  line  of 
electric  railway  between  Salem  and  Marblehead,  but  was 
refused  a  location.  When  the  first  experimental  tele¬ 
phone  line  was  operated  in  Massachusetts,  between  Boston 
and  Salem,  by  Alexander  G.  Bell  of  Salem,  in  1877,  Mr. 
Goodell  was  enthusiastic  in  predicting  its  future  useful¬ 
ness  and  financial  success,  and  at  the  first  experiment  in 
Salem  in  February  he  embodied  these  sentiments  in  a  set 
of  resolutions  which  were  adopted  at  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Goodell  was  a  warm  friend,  a  polished  and  courtly 
gentleman,  and  a  loyal,  public-spirited,  progressive  citi¬ 
zen.  Domestic  in  his  tastes,  he  delighted  in  a  quiet  life, 
and  found  the  greatest  enjoyment  in  his  family  and  with 
his  books.  The  latchstring  of  his  door  was  always  out 
and  he  always  gave  a  cordial  welcome  to  his  friends. 
Towards  the  last  of  his  life  for  a  long  time  he  was  unable 
to  get  about  readily  out  of  doors,  but  in  his  home  he  found 
an  unalloyed  pleasure  with  those  near  and  dear  to  him 
and  among  the  books  in  his  library.  He  knew  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  every  volume  and  could  readily  direct  his  caller 
to  them,  if  he  could  not  get  them  himself. 

Mr.  Goodell  was  married  Nov.  26,  1866,  to  Martha 
Page  Putnam,  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Mary  (Page)  Put¬ 
nam  of  Danvers,  Mass.,  a  granddaughter  of  John  Page 
of  Danvers  and  a  great-granddaughter  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Jeremiah  Page,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  Mrs.  Goodell 
survives  her  husband,  with  two  sons  :  George  Haskell 
Goodell  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  born  Dec.  26,  1870,  and 
Alfred  Putnam  Goodell,  born  Feb.  18,  1876,  a  brother, 
Zina  Goodell,  and  two  sisters.  Miss  Annie  Goodell  and 
Mrs.  Mary  G.  Ward  all  living  in  Salem. 
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Historical  Collections,  v,  3  (1861),  pp.  34^7.) 

Biographical  sketch  of  Thomas  Maule,  Salem,  with  review 
of  early  Antinomians  of  New  England,  (in  Essex  Institute 
Historical  Collections,  v.  3  (1861),  pp.  23^263.) 

Puritans  and  Separatists ;  Non-conformists  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  Bay  and  Separatists  of  Plymouth  Colony,  (in  Essex  In¬ 
stitute  Historical  Collections,  v.  4  (1862),  pp,  146-167.) 

Condensed  report  of  a  paper  on  the  Puritan  and  Cavalier, 
(in  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  v.  17 
(1863),  pp.  283-284.) 

Review  of  the  Fort  Popham  celebration  (1862).  (in  Essex 
Institute  Historical  Collections,  v.  6  (1863),  pp.  17^192.) 

Account  of  Salisbury,  Massachusetts.  Deprint  from  Essex 
Institute  Proceedings,  v.  3  (1864),  pp.  261-266. 

Remarks  on  May-day.  (in  Essex  Institute  Proceedings, 
V.  4  (1864),  pp.  xxi-xxiv.) 

Potter  family  records,  (in  New  England  Historical  and 
Genealogical  Register,  v.  18  (1864),  pp.  160-163.) 

Remarks  on  “  New  England  heraldry.”  Deprint  from 
Essex  Institute  Proceedings,  v.  3  (1864),  pp.  226-228. 

Essex  County  Quarterly  Court  Records  (1637-1641).  (in 
Essex  Institute  Historicsd  Collections,  v.  7  (1866),  pp.  17-19, 
87-90, 129-132,  186-192,  233-240,  273-280 ;  v.  8  (1866),  pp. 
63-64,  123-128,  189-192). 

Hutchinsons  of  Salem,  (in  New  England  Historical  and 
Genealogical  Register,  v.  19  (1866),  pp.  18-20.) 

Hymn,  (in  Order  of  exercises  at  the  delivery  of  the 
eulogy  on  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  June 
1, 1866.) 

Early  New  England  papers  from  the  British  public  ar¬ 
chives.  (in  Essex  Institute  Historical  Collections,  v.  9 
(1868),  pt.  2,  pp.  81-90.) 
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Progress  of  sacred  music  in  New  England.  Deprint  fro  m 
Proceedings  of  Essex  Institute,  v.  6  (1868),  pp.  188-19  0, 
Condensed  report  of  original  paper. 

Condensed  report  of  a  paper  on  the  history  of  psalmody 
and  hymnody  in  New  England,  {in  New  England  Historical 
and  Genealogical  Register,  v.  23  (1869),  pp.  224-225.) 

Acts  and  Resolves,  public  and  private,  of  the  Province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  to  which  are  preBxed  the  charters  of  the 
Province  with  notes.  Boston,  1869-1895.  vols.  1-5,  7  and  8.  f°. 
Edited  and  annotated  by  Mr.  Goodell. 

Review  of  Upham’s  Salem  Witchcraft  and  Cotton  Mather. 
{in  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  v.  24 
(1870),  pp.  213-214.) 

The  Interdependence  of  Science  and  History.  Address 
before  the  Essex  Institute  on  the  semi-centennial  anniversary 
of  the  formation  of  the  Essex  Historical  Society.  S  alem, 
1871.  23  pp.  4». 

Remarks  on  the  progress  of  legislation  in  Massachusetts 
from  1692  to  1780.  {in  Essex  Institute  Bulletin,  v.  3  (1871), 
pp.  157-160.) 

Address  before  the  Essex  Institute,  Oct.  5,  1874,  at  the 
centennial  anniversary  of  the  meeting  of  the  Provincial  As¬ 
sembly  in  Salem,  Oct,  5,  1774.  Salem,  1874.  60  pp.  4®. 

Same,  {in  Centennial  orations,  1876,  pp.  6-30.) 

Same,  {in  Essex  Institute  Historical  Collections,  v.  13 
(1876),  pp.  1-62.) 

Same,  {in  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Register,  v.  29  (1876),  pp,  341-366.) 

Remarks  on  some  Indian  skeletons  found  at  Marblehead. 
{in  Essex  Institute  Bulletin,  v.  6  (1874),  pp.  182-183.) 

Trip  to  the  far  Southwest.  Clippings  from  Salem  Regis¬ 
ter,  June  and  July,  1876.  Library  of  Essex  Institute. 

Report  of  heraldic  committee  on  the  question  “Was  John 
Leverett  a  knight?”  Boston,  1881.  22  pp.  8®.  Deprint 
from  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register, 
July  and  October,  1881. 

Letter  to  the  Salem  Observer  relating  to  proceedings  of  the 
Republican  caucus  in  Representative  District  No.  6  and  ask¬ 
ing  support  of  Mr.  Zina  Goodell  [1882].  Broadside  34  1/2 
X  11  3/4  cm. 

Letter  in  Salem  Observer  to  supporters  of  Mr.  Zina  Goodell , 
candidate  for  Representative  District  No.  6.  Salem  [1882?]  . 
Broadside  14  x  38  cm. 

Who  has  been  defrauded  ?  Zina  Goodell’s  supporters  or 
bis  defrauders  ?  Letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Gazette,  Nov. 
6  [1882?].  Broadside  39  x  19  cm. 
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Account  of  the  seals  of  the  judicial  courts  of  the  Colony 
and  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  1680-1780.  Boston, 
1883.  12  pp.  pi.  8“. 

Same,  {in  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Reg¬ 
ister,  V.  37  (1883),  pp.  349-358.) 

Same.  Cambridge,  1883.  16  pp.  pi.  8°.  Reprinted,  with 
alterations,  from  Proceedings  of  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society. 

Charges  against  Samuel  Adams,  {in  Massachusetts  His¬ 
torical  Society  Proceedings,  v.  20  (1883),  pp.  213-223.) 

Remarks  on  Oyer  and  Terminer,  {in  Massachusetts  His¬ 
torical  Society  Proceedings,  v.  20  (1883),  pp.  331-332.) 

Trial  and  execution  for  petit  treason,  of  Mark  and  Phyllis, 
slaves  of  Capt.  John  Codman,  who  murdered  their  master  at 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  1755,  with  account  of  other 
punishments  by  burning  in  Massachusetts.  Cambridge,  1883. 
39  pp.  8®. 

Witch  trials  in  Massachusetts,  {in  Massachusetts  Histor¬ 
ical  Society  Proceedings,  v.  20  (1883),  pp.  280-326,  illus.) 

Further  notes  on  the  history  of  witchcraft  in  Massachu¬ 
setts.  With  plate  of  the  Act  of  1711  and  appendix  of  docu¬ 
ments,  etc.  Cambridge,  1884.  52  pp.  pi.  8®. 

Reasons  for  concluding  that  the  Act  of  1711,  reversing 
the  attainders  of  the  persons  convicted  of  witchcraft  in 
Massachusetts  in  1692,  became  a  law.  Cambridge,  1884. 

21  pp.  8®. 

Boston  Massacre.  Boston,  1887  11  pp.  8®.  Reprint 

from  Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  June  3,  1887. 

The  Sharpies  pictures.  Boston,  1887.  17  pp.  8®.  Re¬ 
print  from  Boston  Post,  Feb.  2,  1887. 

Address  delivered  before  the  New  England  Historic  Gene¬ 
alogical  Society,  at  its  annual  meeting  January  4,  1888.  Bos¬ 
ton,  1888.  18  pp.  4®. 

Century  on  Monday  since  Massachusetts  adopted  the  Federal 
constitution,  commemorative  address.  Clipping  from  Boston 
Weekly  Post,  Feb.  10,  1888.  Library  of  Essex  Institute. 

Mr.  Waters’  English  researches.  Boston,  1888.  7  pp.  8®. 

Deprint  from  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Reg¬ 
ister,  Jan.,  1888. 

President’s  address  to  the  council  of  the  New  England 
Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Jan.  14,  1889.  Boston,  1889. 
36  pp.  8®. 

^marks  on  1660  reprint  of  Massachusetts  ordinances, 
(in  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Proceedings,  ser.  2,  v.  4 
(1889),  pp.  411-412.) 
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On  the  origin  of  the  towns  in  Massachusetts,  (in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Historical  Society  Proceedings,  ser.  2,  v.  6  (1890), 
pp.  320-331.) 

Remarks  on  the  visit  of  Courtemanche  to  Massachusetts. 
(in  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Proceedings,  ser.  2,  v.  6 
(1890),  pp.  421-423.) 

Report  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  work  on  publica¬ 
tion  of  Province  Laws.  Salem,  1890.  14  pp.  8®. 

Letter  on  the  genesis  of  the  township  in  Massachusetts. 
(in  Adams,  C.  F.  Genesis  of  the  Massachusetts  town,  1892, 
pp.  41-44.) 

Same  (in  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Proceedings, 
ser.  2,  V.  7  (1892),  pp.  211-214.) 

President’s  address  to  the  council  of  the  New  England 
Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Jan.  14,  1889.  Boston,  1892. 
36  pp.  8®. 

Valedictory  address  to  the  New  England  Historic  Genea¬ 
logical  Society,  22  June,  1892.  Boston,  1892.  15  pp.  8®. 

Witchcraft  considered  in  its  legal  and  theological  aspects. 
An  address  delivered  before  the  Danvers  Historical  Society, 
Feb.  29, 1892.  (in  Salem  Press  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Record,  v.  2  (1892),  pp.  161-167.) 

Address  (in  Essex  Institute.  Memorial  of  Henry  Wheat- 
land,  1893,  pp.  9-17.) 

Same,  (in  Essex  Institute  Historical  Collections,  v.  30 
(1893),  pp.  135-143.) 

Press  notices  and  reviews  of  volume  seven  of  the  Province 
Laws.  Boston,  1893.  Clippings.  Library  of  Essex  Insti¬ 
tute. 

Remarks  on  an  early  Chart  of  Boston  harbor,  (in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Historical  Society  Proceedings,  ser.  2,  v.  8  (1893), 
pp.  228-230.) 

Remarks  on  the  history  of  the  law  as  to  the  censorship  of 
the  press  in  Massachusetts,  (in  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society  Proceedings,  ser.  2,  v.  8  (1893),  pp.  271-273.) 

Obituary  notice  of  Dr.  Henry  Wheatland,  (in  New  Eng¬ 
land  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  v.  48  (1894),  pp. 
226-228.) 

The  repulse  of  Beaucourt,  an  episode  of  New  England  his¬ 
tory.  Verses  read  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Colonial  So¬ 
ciety  of  Massachusetts,  Nov.  21,  1894.  [Boston,  1894.] 

16  pp.  8®. 

Beverly  and  the  settlement  at  Bass  River,  (in  Colonial 
Society  of  Massachusetts  Publications,  v.  1  (1896),  pp.  77- 
84,  illus. 
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Captain  John  Quelch,  the  pirate,  (in  Colonial  Society  of 
Massachusetts  Publications,  v.  3  (1895),  pp.  71-77.) 

Complete  list  of  the  attorney s-general  and  solicitors-gen- 
eral  of  Massachusetts,  1686-1780.  Cambridge,  1895.  9  pp.  8®. 
Deprint  from  Proceedings  of  Massachusetts  Historical  Soci¬ 
ety,  June,  1895. 

Continental  congress  in  Rehoboth.  (in  Old  Colony  His¬ 
torical  Society  Collections,  1895,  pp.  46-58.) 

John  Saffin  and  his  slave  Adam,  (in  Colonial  Society  of 
Massachusetts  Publications,  v.  1  (1895),  pp.  85-112.) 

John  Safifin’s  tomb  and  family,  (in  Colonial  Society  of 
Massachusetts  Publications,  v.  1  (1895),  pp.  358-363.) 

Massachusetts  House  Journals,  1644-57.  (in  Colonial  So¬ 
ciety  of  Massachusetts  Publications,  v.  3  (1895),  pp.  205- 
207.) 

Notice  of  W.  Noel  Sainsbury.  (in  Massachusetts  Histori¬ 
cal  Society  Proceedings,  ser.  2,  v.  10  (1895),  pp.  156-162.) 

Original  minutes  of  the  Bristol  county  conventions  held 
at  Taunton,  1774-5.  (in  Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts 
Publications,  v.  1  (1895),  pp.  162-181,  254-257.) 

Remarks  on  Antinomianism  and  Quakers,  (in  Colonial 
Society  of  Massachusetts  Publications,  v.  1  (1895),  pp.  132- 
145.) 

The  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  with  fac-simile  of  early 
paper,  (in  (Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts  Publications, 
V.  1  (1895),  pp.  238-254.) 

Remarks  on  a  manuscript  index  to  the  Colony  Laws,  (in 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Proceedings,  ser.  2,  v.  10 
(1896),  pp.  547-548.) 

Address,  (in  Massachusetts  Society  of  Colonial  Wars 
Year  Book,  1897.  v.  3,  pp.  46-77.) 

Address,  Boston,  Nov.  27,  1895,  before  the  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars  in  Massachusetts,  in  commemoration  of  the 
sixth  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  first  summoning  of  citi¬ 
zens  and  burgesses  to  the  Parliament  of  England.  Boston, 
1897.  36  pp.  8°.  With  notes. 

Communication  on  doings  of  Boston  Tea  Party,  (in  Co¬ 
lonial  Society  of  Massachusetts  Publications,  v.  5  (1897), 
pp.  56-58.) 

Remarks  on  Paul  Dudley’s  Commission,  (in  Massachu¬ 
setts  Historical  Society  Proceedings,  ser.  2,  v.  12  (1897),  pp. 
51-54.) 

Remarks  on  the  claim  of  Parliament  to  bind  the  colonie.s. 
(in  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Proceedings,  ser.  2,  v.  11 
(1897),  pp.  368-371.) 
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Communication  on  Massachusetts  Records,  {in  Colonial 
Society  of  Massachusetts  Publications,  v.  5  (1898),  pp,  132- 
136.) 

Remarks  on  a  number  of  the  Winthrop  papers,  {in  Mass¬ 
achusetts  Historical  Society  Proceedings,  ser.  2,  v.  13  (1899), 
pp.  327-337.) 

Salutation  to  the  colonial  flag  of  Massachusetts  [Salem, 
1898].  7  pp.  4°. 

Remarks  on  a  pen  and  ink  copy  of  a  bill  of  credit,  {in 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Proceedings,  ser.  2,  v.  13 
(1899),  pp.  147-166.) 

Remarks  on  presenting  the  original  draught  of  the  Address 
to  the  People  of  the  United  States,  1846.  {in  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society  Proceedings,  ser.  2,  v.  12  (1899),  pp.  426- 
429.) 

Remarks  on  Toppan’s  Memoir  of  Edward  Randolph,  {in 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Proceedings,  ser.  2,  v.  13 
(1899),  pp.  286-298.) 

First  meeting  house  in  Salem,  Massachusetts.  Reply  to 
certain  strictures  made  by  Robert  S.  Rantoul  in  his  powerful 
defence  of  the  old  Salem  relic  [Salem,  1900].  68  pp.  8®. 

Tribute  to  Edward  G.  Porter,  {in  Massachusetts  Histori¬ 
cal  Society  Proceedings,  ser.  2,  v.  13  (1900),  pp.  446-448.) 

Remarks  on  coat  armor  and  heraldic  emblems,  (in Massa¬ 
chusetts  Historical  Society  Proceedings,  ser.  2,  v.  14  (1901), 
pp.  434-437.) 

Remarks  on  Daniel  Webster’s  quotations,  {in  Massachu¬ 
setts  Historical  Society  Proceedings,  ser.  2,  v.  16  (1901),  pp. 
166-168.) 

Land  at  Salem  Willows  to  be  sold.  Salem  [1903].  11  pp. 
illus.  16°.  Descriptive  circular. 

Address  of  greeting  from  Essex  Institute  to  Lynn  Histori¬ 
cal  Society  on  occasion  of  tenth  anniversary  celebration,  Dec. 
18,  1906  [Salem,  1907?].  7  pp.  8°. 


KNOWLTON  FAMILY  BIBLE  RECORD. 

Original  in  possession  of  Mrs.  Alberta  Knowlton  of  Rockport. 
Probably  a  Hamilton  family. 

Malachi  Knowlton,  b.  Jan.  10, 1759;  d.  Sept.  13,  1830,  in 
Gloucester.  Abigail  Knowlton,  b.  Sept.  6,  1762;  d.  Aug.  21, 
1839.  Children : 

Michael,  b.  May  24,  1782. 

Azof,  b.  March  15,  1784. 

Lavinia,  b.  Aug.  26, 1788. 

Ivers,  b.  Feb.  15, 1790 ;  d.  Dec.  21, 1842. 

Marcy,  b.  Nov.  12,  1800. 

Anna,  b.  Feb.  3, 1802. 

GOLDSMITH  FAMILY  BIBLE  RECORD. 

Original  in  possession  of  Howard  Goldsmith  of  Gloucester. 
Probably  a  Manchester  family. 

Nehemiah  Goldsmith,  b.  July  13,  1778 ;  m.  Elizabeth  Kit- 
field,  May  7, 1801.  She  was  b.  March  6,  1779,  and  d.  Feb.  9, 
1818;  married,  2nd,  Betsey  West,  June  14,  1819,  who  was 
b.  Feb.  3,  1793. 

Children  : 

Nehemiah,  b.  Jan.  15, 1801 ;  d.  Oct.  4,  1803. 

Edward,  b.  Sept.  10,  1803. 

Elizabeth,  b.  July  19,  1805. 

Nehemiah,  b.  Sept.  19,  1808. 

Seth,  b.  Feb.  19,  1810. 

Anna  Hooper,  b.  Jan.  27,  1814. 

Lucy  Story,  b.  Feb.  8, 1816. 

Betsey  West,  b.  March  2,  1820. 

Mary  Hanson,  b.  Sept.  18,  1822. 

JACKSON  FAMILY  BIBLE  RECORD. 

Original  is  in  possession  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  J.  Rowe  of  Rockport. 

Joseph  Jackson  married  Mrs.  Anna  Sawyer,  Aug.  25, 
1770,  she  born  April  20,  1745. 

Children,  bom  in  Boston ; 

Joseph,  b.  May  6,  1772. 

Polly,  b.  March  13,  1774. 

George  Washington,  b.  Jan.  26,  1776;  d.  March  9,  1794, 
Lydia,  b.  March  20, 1778 ;  d.  July  16, 1778  with  Small  Pox. 
Henry,  b.  Sept.  12,  1779 ;  d.  Feb.  19,  1780  with  Quinsy. 
Sally,  b.  May  21, 1781. 

James  Sawyer,  b.  1785 ;  d.  Sept.  1801  in  Cuba. 
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Joseph  Plumer®,  born  in  Henniker,  N.  H.,  in  1787. 
He  lived  in  Henniker,  on  his  father’s  homestead,  and  was 
a  highly  respected  and  substantial  citizen.  He  married 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  Purinton  of  Henniker.  She 
died  June  24,  1845  ;  and  he  died  May  27,  1871,  at  the 
age  of  about  eighty-three. 

Their  children  were  born  in  Henniker,  as  follows  : — 

824 —  I.  Ira’,  born  June  6,  1810.  See /amity  numbered  “  824.” 

825 —  II.  Roxv^,  married  Samuel  Rollins,  a  native  of  Hopkinton; 

and  she  died  Oct.  10,  1855. 

826 —  III.  Hazen  K.'',  born  July  17,  1820;  lived  in  Henniker;  atone 

time  be  was  captain  of  the  rides;  farmer,  mechanic, 
mover  of  buildings  and  cider  manufacturer;  married 
Laura  Piper  April  23, 1845;  she  was  born  in  Henniker 
Dec.  13,  1821.  They  had  an  adopted  son,  Joseph  O., 
who  died  March  20,  1867. 

827 —  IV.  John  K.’,  born  July  8,  1829.  See  family  numbered  ”827.” 

380 

David  Plumer®,  born  in  Henniker,  N.  H.,  July  10, 
1794.  He  lived  in  Henniker,  where  Ira  Plumer  resided 
in  1880,  and  was  one  of  the  most  substantial  farmers  and 
citizens  of  the  town.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Betsey  (Sargent)  Kimball  of  Henniker  July 
20, 1815.  She  was  born  in  Henniker  Feb.  20,  1798.  He 
died  July  24,  1869,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five;  and  she 
died  Nov.  12,  1874,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six. 

Their  children  were  born  in  Henniker  as  follows : — 

828 — I.  William  K.^,  born  Oct.  10, 1815.  See  family  numbered 

”  828.” 
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829 —  II.  Gbobob  W.%  born  in  1819.  See  family  numbered  “829.” 

830 —  III.  - born  Feb.  — ,  1825;  died  July  31, 1825. 

392 

John  Greenleaf  Plumer®,  born  in  Newbury,  Mass., 
Dec.  25,  1819.  He  was  a  fish-dealer  in  Newburyport. 
He  married  Clara  Poor. 

Their  children  were  born  as  follows  : — 

831 —  I.  Claba  Gbbbnlbaf^,  died  young. 

832 —  II.  Cathabinb  Mabiott^,  born  July  7,  1847;  married  Hiram 

Gilmore,  son  of  Hiram  and  Emeline  (Feltcb)  Janvrin, 
Dec.  25,  1867;  and  lived  in  Somerville. 

394 

Jeremiah  Plumer®,  born  in  Scarboro’,  Me.,  Nov.  8, 
1747.  He  married  Sarah  Eldridge  Nov.  9,  1767.  She 
was  born  on  Cape  Cod.  He  died  Jan.  9,  1822,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-four ;  and  she  died  about  1838,  aged  ninety-six. 
Their  children  were  born  as  follows : — 

833 —  I.  William’,  born  Sept.  28,  1769;  married  Lydia  Estes. 

834— 11.  Jbbbmiau’,  born  Jan.  8,  1771.  See  family  numbered 

“  834.” 

835 —  III.  Sabah’,  born  Dec.  1,  1772 ;  married  Gapt.  William  Mar¬ 

shall  of  Saco. 

836 —  IV.  Timothy’,  born  Aug.  21, 1774.  See  family  numbered 

837 —  v.  Anna’,  born  July  10,1776;  married  Joseph  Libby;  and 

settled  in  Pownal,  Me. 

838 —  VI.  Mabt’,  born  March  9,  1778;  married  Robert  Tongue  Dec. 

22,  1799. 

839 —  VII.  Hannah’,  born  June  11,  1779;  died  young. 

840 —  VIII.  Aabon’,  born  March  14,  1780 ;  died  young. 

841 —  IX.  Joshua’,  born  Feb.  19,  1782.  See  family  numbered  “841.” 

842—  X.  Danibl’,  baptized  Oct.  10,  1784;  died  young, 

843 —  XI.  Mosbs’,  born  Sept.  20,  1788.  See  family  numbered  “843.” 

395 

Aaron  Plumer®,  bom  in  Scarboro’,  Me.,  Feb.  27, 
1750.  He  lived  in  Scarboro’ ;  and  married  Lydia  Libby 
Oct.  15,  1770. 

Their  children  were  born  as  follows : — 

844 —  I.  Sabah’,  baptized  Oct.  13,  1771;  married - Adams  in 

Wales,  Me. 

846 — II.  Danibl’,  died  young. 
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846—  III.  Dobcas’,  baptized  March  12,  1776;  married,  first,  Walter 

Higgins;  and,  second,  Frank  Libby. 

847 —  IV.  David’,  baptized  Oct.  13,  1776;  married  Abigail(?)  Has¬ 

kell. 

848—  V.  Lydia’,  baptized  Aug.  22,  1779;  married - Haskell. 

849—  VI.  Elizabeth’,  baptized  May  27,  1781. 

850 —  VII.  Aaron’,  baptized  in  1784.  See  family  numbered  “850.” 

851 —  VIII.  Martha’,  baptized  Nov.  12,  1786. 

852 —  IX.  Isaac’  (twin),  baptized  Feb.  — ,  1792. 

853 —  X.  Abigail’  (twin),  baptized  Feb.  — ,  1792;  married  - 

Merrill. 

854 —  XI.  Mary’;  married - Lombard. 

855—  XII.  Rhoda’,  died  Dec.  12,  1870. 

396 

Jesse  Plumer®,  born  in  Scarboro’,  Me.,  March  14, 1754. 
He  lived  in  Raymond,  Me.;  and  married  Mary  Davis 
Sept.  6,  1773. 

Their  children  were  born  in  Raymond,  as  follows  : — 

856 —  I.  Charlotte’;  married  Rufus  Libby  Dec.  13,  1798. 

857 —  II.  Jesse’,  born  in  1775;  married  Mary  Marwick  of  Ray¬ 

mond  about  1798. 

858 —  III.  Abrahah’,  born  about  1775.  See  family  numbered  ”858.” 

859 —  IV.  Moses’,  born  about  1780.  See  family  numbered  “  859.” 

860 —  V.  William’,  born  in  1782.  See  family  numbered  ”  860.” 

861—  VI.  Gibeon’;  married  Lydia  Davis  of  Raymond  Nov.  24, 1811. 

They  had  no  children. 

862 —  VII.  Samuel’.  See  family  numbered  **  S62." 

863 —  VIII.  Mary’;  married  James  St.  John  Nov.(?)  12,  1808. 

864 —  IX.  Daniel’  (twin). 

865 —  X.  Lydia’  (twin);  married  - Buckley. 

866 —  XI.  David’,  died  young. 

400 

Christopher  Plumer®,  born  Aug.  25, 1762.  He  was 
a  farmer,  and  lived  in  Gorham,  Me.,  near  ‘‘  White  Rock.” 
He  married  Rebecca  Libby  Oct.  11,  1785. 

Their  children  were  born  in  Gorham,  as  follows  : — 

867— 1.  Esther’;  married  Joseph  Muzzey;  and  had  no  issue. 

868— 11.  Mary’;  married  Solomon  Crockett;  and  had  no  issue. 

869—  III.  Rebecca’;  married  Daniel  Davis  of  Gorham;  and  had 

no  issue. 

870—  IV.  Anna’,  died,  unmarried. 
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871 —  V.  Elizabeth^;  married  Rassell  Cole;  and  had  no  issue. 

872 —  VI.  Chbistophkr’.  See  family  numbered  “872.” 

878 — vii.  IsAAo\  born  Dec.  31,  1795.  See  family  numbered  BIS." 

401 

Ai  Plumer®,  born  Aug.  22,  1764.  He  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Plumer  (415)  March  15,  1787. 

Their  children  were  born  as  follows : — 

874 — I.  Hannah’,  born  May  20,  1787 ;  married  William  Plnmer 

(860). 

876 — II.  Polly’,  bom  Dec.  22,  1789  ;  married  Thomas  Libby 

Dec.  4,  1809  ;  and  she  died  April  27,  1841.  They  had 
twelve  children. 

876 —  III.  Moses’,  born  Ang.  28,  1791;  went  West;  never  married. 

877 —  IV.  Jean’,  born  Feb.  23,  1794;  married,  first,  Harris  Seney; 

and,  second,  Stephen  Holt:  and  lived  in  Saco. 

878 —  V.  Pegoie’,  born  March  30,  1796;  married - Oroghu. 

879—  VI.  Elizabeth’,  born  April  3,  1798. 

880 —  ^vii.  Aaron’,  born  March  20,  1800. 

881 —  VIII.  Miriam’,  born  April  29,  1802;  married  Stephen  Dole  of 

Westbrook. 

882 —  IX.  Ai’,  born  April  12,  1804. 

883 —  X.  Alvin’,  born  March  16,  1807;  married  Sally  Weeks  of 

Gorham. 

884 —  XI.  James  Madison’,  born  June  20,  1809;  married  Ellen 

Plnmer  (  )  of  Westbrook  Oct.  22,  1829. 

885—  XII.  Sabah  Cheevebs’,  born  Aug.  9,  1811;  married  Joseph 

Boncher. 

405 

Robert  Plumer®,  born  at  Cape  Elizabeth,  Me.,  March 
1,  1761.  He  settled  in  Durham  (Pownal  or  Danville); 
and  lived  in  Portland  in  1829.  He  married,  first,  Abigail 
(Zilpah?)  Farr  Aug.  29,  1786 ;  she  was  born  at  Eastham, 
Mass.,  Nov.  3,  1768 ;  and  died  at  Dover,  Me. ;  he  married, 
second,  Amy  Hoyt ;  and,  third,  Nancy  Mitchell.  He  died 
in  March,  1840. 

The  children  of  Mr.  Plumer  were  born  as  follows : — 

886 —  L  William’,  born  May  26,  1787,  in  Royalsborongb,  now 

Durham,  Cape  Elizabeth;  lived  in  Athens,  Me. ;  and 
had  sons  Loren  and  Horace.  Loren  lived  in  Dover, 
Me.,  or  Foxcroft,  and  had  three  children.  Horace 
had  three  sons. 
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887— 11.  Luct’,  born  Sept.  17,  1789,  in  Darbam;  married  John 

Merrill  of  Durham. 

888—  III.  John’,  born  June  25,  1791;  died  about  1803. 

889 —  IV.  AbigaiiJ,  born  Feb.  16,  1792;  married  Josiah  True;  and 

removed  to  Ohio. 

890—  V.  Zilphia’,  born  Jan.  21,  1794;  married  John  Robinson; 

and  lived  in  Guilford,  Me. 

891 —  VI.  Henry’,  born  Dec.  18,  1796.  See  family  numbered  “891.” 

892—  -vii.  Moses’,  born  April  21,  1798;  died,  unmarried,  at  the  age 

of  twenty-two. 

893 —  VIII.  James’,  born  July  17,  1801.  See  family  numbered  “  893.” 

894 —  IX.  John’.  See  family  numbered  “  894.” 

895 —  X.  Dolly’;  married  Nathaniel  Parker. 

409 

Edward  Plumer®,  born  May  27, 1765.  He  lived  in 
a  log  house  in  Danville,  near  his  brother  William.  He 
married  Deborah  Bragdon  of  Scarboro’  Dec.  10, 1781. 
Their  children  were  born  as  follows ; — 

896 —  I.  Mehitable  Braodon’,  baptized  Sept.  15,  1782;  married 

Otis  Royal. 

897 —  II.  Sally’,  baptized  Dec.  15, 1783. 

898 —  III.  Edward’. 

410 

William  Plumer’,  born  in  Scarboro’,  Me.,  Dec.  14, 
1756.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  settled  in  Danville,  now 
Auburn,  Me,  He  married  Abigail,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Ann  (Simonton)  Jordan  of  Cape  Elizabeth,  March 
2,  1786 ;  she  was  born  in  1768.  She  died  in  October, 
1839 ;  and  he  died  in  January,  1840,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three. 

Their  children  were  born  as  follows  : — 

899 —  I.  Ann’,  born  July  28,  1785;  married  Capt.  Ebenezer  Wood¬ 

bury  of  Westbrook.  He  was  a  master-mariner,  and 
lived  at  “  Duck  pond  village.”  She  died  July  29, 
1852. 

900— 11.  Elizabeth’,  born  March  24,  1787;  married  Hugh  Wood¬ 

bury. 

901 —  III.  Thomas  J.’,  born  June  9,  1789.  See  family  numbered 

“  901.” 

902 —  IV.  Abigail’,  born  Sept.  2,  1791;  died,  unmarried,  Jane  3, 

1863,  aged  seventy-one. 
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903 —  V.  William’,  born  July  28,  1793.  See  family  numbered 

“  903.” 

904 —  VI.  Sabah’,  born  Jan.  14,  1795;  married  William  Larrabee  ; 

and  lived  in  Hartland,  Me. 

905 —  VII.  Jans’,  born  March  20,  1800;  married  Capt.  William  Hnn- 

newell. 

906 —  VIII.  Hannah®,  born  Feb.  6,  1803;  married  William  Penley; 

and  lived  in  Danville. 

907 —  IX.  Timothy’,  born  July  6,  1804;  died  Nov.  25,  1804. 

412 

John  Plumer®,  bom  in  Scarboro’,  Me.,  May  16,  1760. 
He  was  a  farmer,  and  settled  in  Freedom,  Me.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  first,  Phebe  Gould  ;  and,  second,  Abigail  Gould. 

The  children  of  Mr.  Plumer  were  born  as  follows : — 

908 —  I.  Aabon’,  born  in  1792,  in  Freedom;  lived  in  Montville, 

Me.,  and  married  Hannah  Gatlin>  He  died  in  Mont¬ 
ville  Jan.  15,  1860. 

909 —  II.  Samuel’,  born  June  17,  1793,  in  Freedom.  See  family 

numbered  ‘‘  909.” 

910—  III.  John’. 

911—  IV.  Jane’. 

912 —  V.  William’;  lived  in  West  Troy,  Me.;  and  died,  nnmar- 

ried.  Sept  — ,  1889,  aged  about  ninety. 

913—  VI.  Roxanna’. 

914 —  VII.  Abigail’. 

915—  VIII.  Isaiah’. 

916 —  IX.  Jeremiah’,  born  Aug.  14,  1805.  See  family  numbered 

”916.” 

917 —  X.  Rufus’,  born  in  Freedom.  See  family  numbered  ”  917.” 

918 —  XI.  Hannah’. 

919 —  XII.  Oliver’,  born  in  Freedom.  See  family  numbered ‘'•919." 

920—  XIII.  Dorcas’, 

921 —  XIV.  Elizabeth’,  bom  March  14,  1819,  in  Freedom;  married 

Brintnall  Searle  Jan.  14,  1837. 

417 

Aaron  Plumer®,  baptized  July  10,  1768.  He  settled 
in  Albion,  Me.,  and  married  Mary  Ballard  April  1,  1793. 
Their  children  were  born  as  follows  : — 

922— 1.  Aaron’. 

923 —  II.  John'. 

924 —  III.  Ai’. 

925—  IV.  Ebastus’;  lived  in  Scarboro’,  Me. 
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424 

Elliot  Plumer®,  born  in  Scarboro’,  Me.  He  was  a 
farmer,  and  lived  in  Raymond,  Me.  He  married  Jane 
West. 

Their  children  were  born  as  follows  : — 

926 —  I.  Ltdia^,  born  March  1,  1800;  married  Major  Whitmore; 

and  lived  in  Standish. 

927— 11.  Olive’,  born  Jan.  5,  1802;  married  John  Fields  Nov.  26, 

1818. 

928 —  III.  Aaron’,  born  June  30,  1804.  See  family  numbered  “928.” 

929—  IV.  Mary’,  born  Sept.  5,  1806;  married  Asa  Harmon  April 

28,  1828, 

930 —  V.  Eliott’,  born  Dec.  27,  1808.  See  family  numbered  “930.” 

931—  VI.  Ezekiel  Hanson’,  born  April  10, 1811;  died  Oct,  — ,  1815. 

932 —  VII.  Eli’,  born  Sept.  2,  1818.  See  family  numbered  “  932.” 

933 —  VIII.  Robert’,  born  Dec.  1, 1815.  See  family  numbered  “933.” 

435 

Dr.  Joshua  Plumer®,  bom  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  Jan. 
20, 1756.  He  married  Olive,  daughter  of  Rev.  Isaac  and 
Ruth  (Elizabeth  ?)  (Plumer)  Lyman  of  York,  Me.,  May 
27,  1777.  She  was  born  in  York  March  17,  1755 ;  and 
died  in  Salem,  Mass.,  Feb.  — ,  1802. 

Their  children  were  born  as  follows : — 

934 —  I.  Sophia’,  born  Sept.  6,  1778. 

935— 11.  Caroline’,  born  Jan.  13,  1780;  died,  nnmarried,  May  15, 

1854,  at  the  age  of  seventy-fonr.  She  gave  Plnmmer 
Hall  in  Salem,  to  the  Athensenm,  and  also  established 
the  Plummer  Farm  School  and  the  Plnmmer  Profes¬ 
sorship  of  Morals  at  Harvard  College. 

936—  III.  Ernestus  Augustus’,  bom  Nov.  2,  1781;  received  a 

classical  education  and  was  fond  of  literature;  be¬ 
came  a  lawyer,  but  subsequently  followed  mercantile 
pursuits;  was  a  man  of  integrity  and  social  and  be¬ 
nevolent;  died  Sept.  28,  1828,  at  the  age  of  forty-one. 

937—  IV.  Octavius’,  born  Sept.  27,  1788. 

938 —  V.  Theodore  Parsons’,  born  June  11,  1785. 

939 —  VI.  Lyman’,  born  Dec.  27,  1786,  at  Salem. 

940 —  VII.  Olivia’,  born  Nov.  24,  1789,  in  Salem. 

440 

Capt.  William  Stevens  Plumer®,  born  in  Glouces¬ 
ter,  Mass.,  June  5,  1766.  He  was  a  sea  captain,  and 
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lived  in  Boston.  He  married  Catherine  Marriot ;  and 
died  at  sea  in  1800.  She  survived  him,  and  died  in  Bos¬ 
ton  in  1828. 

Their  only  child  was 

941— 1.  Cathbbinb  Mabiott’;  married  William  P.  Matchett,  jr. 

454 

Addison  Plumer,  Esq.®,  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  in 

1784.  He  married  Mary - ;  and  died  Nov.  17,  1835. 

She  survived  him. 

Their  children  were  as  follows  : — 

942— 1.  - 

943—  ii.  - \ 

944 —  III.  - ’. 

945 —  IV.  - 

946 —  V.  - 

947—  VI.  - born  in  1828. 


460 

Bemsley  Plumer®,  born  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  and  bap¬ 
tized  in  the  church  in  Byheld  Jan.  2,  1731-2.  He  was  a 
yeoman,  and  lived  in  Rowley.  He  married,  first,  Abi¬ 
gail,  daughter  of  John  Wheeler  of  Rowley,  Sept.  14, 
1756.  She  died  July  19,  1759,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight.  He  married,  second,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Mary  (Lull)  Pearson  of  Rowley  Oct.  29,  1761.  He 
was  living  in  1764,  and  she  in  1775.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  Byfield  church  July  4,  1762. 

The  children  of  Mr.  Plumer  were  as  follows  : — * 

948 —  I.  - ’’f  born  June  16,  1752;  died  on  tbe  same  day,  a  few 

hours  after  it  was  born. 

949 —  II.  Abioail%  baptized  in  the  Byfield  church  July  4,  1761. 

950 —  III.  MABT^  baptized  in  Byfield  church  Jan.  20,  1765 ;  married 

John  Tirrell. 

951 —  IV.  Danibl^  See  family  numbered  “  951.” 

952 —  v.  JABB%  born  July  17,  1772;  married  Jesse,  son  of  Jesse 

and  Mollie  Tirrell  of  Londonderry;  he  was  bom  Sept. 
24,  1776;  and  she  died  July  17,  1852,  on  her  eightieth 
birthday. 

*He  probably  had  other  children  than  those  mentioned  above, — a 
son  Edward  and  a  daughter  who  married  a  Prescott. 
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469 

Joseph  Plumer®,  born  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  Nov.  23, 
1740.  He  was  a  cooper,  and  lived  in  Barre,  Mass.,  in 
1792.  He  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Capt.  Benjamin 
Lee  of  Barre.  Mr.  Plumer  died  in  1814. 

Their  children  were  as  follows  : — 

953 —  I.  Asa^;  married,  lived  in  Canada  and  Ohio,  and  had  three 

children. 

954— 11.  Obeb’. 

955 —  III.  Alpheus’.  See  family  numbered  “  955.” 

956 —  rv.  Joseph^  ;  killed  by  fall  of  a  tree  when  fourteen  years  old. 

470 

Asa  Plumer®,  born  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  Dec.  27,  1742. 
He  entered  the  army  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  was  at 
the  siege  of  Louisburg.  He  was  a  cordwainer,  and  lived 
in  Haverhill,  Mass.  He  married,  first,  Sarah  Burpee 
(published  Aug.  1,  1769)  ;  and  she  died  Dec.  30,  1769, 
at  the  age  of  nineteen.  He  (then  of  Rowley)  married, 
second,  Betsey  Gage  of  Bradford,  Sept.  1,  1774 ;  and  she 
died  Oct.  2,  1775,  at  her  father’s  house  in  Bradford.  Mr. 
Plumer  married,  third,  Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Mehitable  (Marsh)  Haynes  of  Haverhill,  April  20,  1778. 
She  was  born  April  14,  1738,  and  was  living  in  1801. 
He  died  Dec.  20,  1800,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven. 

The  children  of  Mr.  Plumer  were  born  in  Haverhill, 
as  follows : — 

957 —  I.  - born  Dec.  — ,  1769;  died  Jan.  9,  1770. 

958 —  ii.  Betsey  Gaqe^  born  Aug.  29,  1782;  married  Appleton 

Swasey  of  Haverhill  Jan.  16,  1802. 

959 —  III.  Sabah’,  born  Feb.  18,  1785;  married  James  Walker  of 

Salem.  N.  H.,  Dec.  6,  1804. 

960 —  IV.  Hibah’,  born  March  25, 1787.  See  family  numbered  ”960.” 

961 —  V.  Maby  Haynes’,  born  Aug.  19,  1791;  married  Thomas 

Pearson  of  Salem  Ang.  30,  1810. 

962 —  VI.  Joseph’,  born  March  11,  1796.  See  family  numbered 

”  962.” 

471 

Moses  Plumer®,  bom  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  Jan.  21, 
1744-5.  He  was  a  wheelwright,  and  lived  in  his  native 
town  as  late  as  1774  ;  in  Bradford  in  1776 ;  in  Andover, 
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1779-1798 ;  and  in  Londonderry,  N,  H.,  in  1800.  He 
married,  first,  Hannah  Hale  (published  March  6,  1770^ ; 
and  she  was  living  in  1792.  He  married,  second,  Phebe 
Poor  of  Methuen  Nov.  22,  1796.  He  died  in  Methuen. 
He  was  a  large  owner  and  dealer  in  real  estate. 

The  children  of  Mr.  Plumer  were  born  as  follows : — 

963 —  I.  Sally’,  born  Ang.  2,  1771,  in  Bradford. 

964 —  II.  Polly’,  born  April  4,  1774,  in  Bradford. 

965 —  III.  Moses’,  born  Feb.  2,  1786(?),  in  Methuen.  See  Jamily 

numbered  “  965.” 

966 —  IV.  David’,  born  March  23,  1798,  in  Andover.  See  family 

numbered  ”966.” 

967 —  V.  Phebe  Osgood’,  born  July  14,  1799,  in  Londonderry. 

968 —  VI.  Ekoch’,  born  Oct.  9,  1801,  in  Londonderry.  See  family 

numbered  ”968.” 

472 

Stephen  Plumer®,  born  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  Feb.  1, 
1746-7.  He  was  a  wheelwright,  and  lived  in  Bradford 
most  of  his  life,  spending  his  last  years  in  Londonderry, 
N.  H.  He  married  Martha  Hale  of  Bradford  May  24, 
1781.  She  died  in  Londonderry  May  6,  1835,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-five ;  and  he  died  there  Dec.  2,  1835,  aged 
eighty-eight.  He  was  a  large  land  owner. 

Their  children  were  born  in  Bradford,  as  follows  : — 

969 —  I.  William’,  born  Oct.  9,  1782;  lived  in  Derry;  representa¬ 

tive  ;  and  died  in  Derry  Oct.  8,  1862,  at  the  age  of 
eighty. 

970 —  II.  Debobah’,  born  Sept.  7,  1784;  married  John  Dwinnells 

of  Londonderry  March  — ,  1808;  and  died  in  Derry. 

473 

Silas  Plumer®,  born  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  June  21, 1750. 
He  was  a  cordwainer,  and  lived  in  Bradford  and  Haver¬ 
hill  as  well  as  his  native  town.  He  married,  first,  Joanna 
Barker  (Chandler)  of  Andover  Oct.  5,  1778  ;  and  she 
died.  He  married,  second,  Mary  Adams  of  Rowley  Feb. 
5,  1784;  and  she  died  in  1795.  He  died  in  Philadelphia 
in  1824(6  ?). 

Mr.  Plumer’s  children  were  born  as  follows : — 

971 —  I.  Polly’,  born  Dec.  7,  1779,  in  Bradford;  married  John 

Dow  of  Haverhill  Sept.  27,  1804. 
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972 —  II.  John’,  born  Jan.  16,  1781,  in  Bradford;  died,  unmarried, 

in  Havanna. 

973 —  III.  Thkodobb’,  born  April  12,  1785,  in  Bradford.  See  fam¬ 

ily  numbered  “  973.” 

974 —  IV.  Fbbdbbiok’,  born  July  3,  1787,  in  Bradford;  clergyman; 

married,  first,  Catharine  Singleton;  and,  second, 
Rachel  Hathaway;  and  died  May  26,  1854,  leaving  a 
child. 

975 —  V.  Sophia’,  born  Nov.  27,  1790,  in  Rowley;  married  Daniel 

Buswell  April  13,  1809;  and  she  died  in  Philadelphia 
May  5,  1824. 

976 —  VI.  Henby’,  born  Feb.  22, 1793,  in  Haverhill.  See  family 

numbered  “  976.” 

977 —  VII.  Pamelia’,  born  March  22,  1796,  in  Haverhill;  married 

David  Gannett,  in  Gloucester,  N.  J.;  and  she  died 
Dec.  10,  1847. 

978 —  VIII.  Chablbs’,  born  May  7,  1803,  in  Haverhill;  clergyman; 

married  Eleanor  Gardner;  and  died  Sept.  28,  1834 
(1824?),  leaving  two  children. 

475 

Thomas  Plumer®,  born  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  March  10, 
1766.  He  fought  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  hill.  He  was 
a  wheelwright,  and  lived  in  Haverhill.  He  married  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (White)  Chandler 
of  Haverhill  Sept.  12,  1780.  After  her  father’s  death, 
she  had  been  adopted  by  her  uncle.  Rev.  James  Chandler 
of  the  West  parish  of  Rowley.  Mr.  Plumer  died  Dec. 
21,  1836,  at  the  age  of  eighty ;  and  she  died  in  Haverhill 
Jan.  11,  1839,  aged  seventy-eight.  He  owned  considera¬ 
ble  real  estate. 

Their  children  were  born  as  follows  : — 

979 —  I.  Fabnham’,  born  Dec.  17,  1780,  in  Rowley.  See  family 

numbered  “  979.” 

980 —  II.  John  Ghandlbb’,  born  May  25,  1783,  in  Haverhill.  See 

family  numbered  “  980.” 

981 —  III.  Maby’,  born  June  21,  1785,  in  Haverhill;  married  John 

Marsh  of  Haverhill  Dec.  29,  1811;  and  he  died  in 
Haverhill  July  12,  1849.  John  J.  Marsh,  Esq.,  of 
Haverhill  was  their  son. 

982—  IV.  Elizabeth  White’,  born  Ang.  22,  1789,  in  Haverhill;  and 

died  in  Haverhill,  suddenly  and  unmarried,  April 
26,  1830,  at  the  age  of  forty. 
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983—  V.  Anna’,  born  April  3,  1793,  in  Haverhill;  married  Samnel 

Hale  of  Haverhill  May  3,  1820;  and  she  died  Jan.  — , 
1875. 

984 —  VI.  Thomas’,  born  June  3,  1795,  in  Haverhill;  died  July  2, 

1795. 


477 

Benjamin  Plumer®,  bom  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  Sept.  1, 
1766.  He  was  a  yeoman  ;  and  lived  in  Rowley.  He 
married  Abigail  Savory  of  Bradford  Jan.  28, 1812  ;  and 
died  Nov.  18,  1823.  She  survived  him. 

Their  children  were  born  in  Rowley,  as  follows : — 

985— 1.  John  Savory’,  born  May  24,  1818.  See  family  numbered 

“  985.” 

986— 11.  Sally  Clough’,  born  May  4,  1815;  married  John  Knap 

Sept.  30,  1836;  and  died  May  19,  1842(6?). 

987 —  III.  JosiAH  CoNVEBs’,  bom  Dec.  15,  1817.  See  family  num¬ 

bered  ‘‘  987.” 

988 —  IV.  Mary  Bacon’,  born  May  3,  1824;  married  Charles  Osted 

Ames  of  Woburn. 

480 

Nathan  Plumer®,  born  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  where  he 
was  baptized  Dec.  8,  1761.  He  removed  to  Londonderry, 
N.  H.,  with  his  father,  in  1776  ;  and  was  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution.  He  lived  in  Auburn,  N.  H. 

Child 

989— 1.  - ’;  was  a  physician  in  Auburn  for  many  years,  and  died 

about  1885. 

486 

Capt.  Abel  Plumer®,  born  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  where 
he  was  baptized  March  10,  1766.  He  married,  first, 
Elizabeth  Hall.  She  was  born  in  Haverhill,  Mass. ;  and 
died  Nov.  16, 1806,  aged  thirty-four.  Ho  married,  sec¬ 
ond,  Mary  Anderson  of  Londonderry,  N.  H.,  Sept.  8, 
1824 ;  and  she  died  Feb.  21,  1832,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
five.  Capt.  Plumer  died  Nov.  3,  1841,  aged  seventy-six. 
Child 

990— 1.  Abley’,  born  in  1797,  in  Londonderry;  lived  in  his  native 

town,  of  which  he  was  a  selectman,  and  died  Jan. 
10,  1879,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one. 
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David  Plumeb®,  born  in  Newbury,  Mass.,  Oct.  23, 
1757.  He  was  a  yeoman,  and  lived  in  his  native  town, 
on  the  homestead  of  his  grandfather.  He  married  Han- 
nah,  daughter  of  Allen  and  Martha  (Fowler)  Perley  of 
Ipswich,  Mass.,  Dec.  8,  1785.  She  was  born  in  Ipswich 
Nov.  27,  1765.  He  died  April  30,  1847,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-nine;  and  she  died  May  3,  1849,  aged  eighty-three. 

Their  children  wei’e  born  in  Newbury,  as  follows : — 

991 —  I.  Abigail^,  born  Sept.  27,  1786;  married  Dudley  Ladd, 

Esq.,  of  Meredith,  N.  H.,  June  26,  1811. 

992 —  II.  David’,  born  Jan.  11,  1789.  See  family  numbered  “992.” 

993—  III.  Stephen’,  born  July  9,  1793.  See  family  numbered 

493 

Maj.  Nathaniel  Plumer®,  born  in  Rowley,  Mass., 
March  1,  1744-5.  He  was  a  yeoman ;  and  settled  in 

Bradford,  Mass.,  having  married  Hannah  - .  His 

father  lived  in  Pennyglvania,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1788 
Nathaniel  and  his  brother  Jonathan  visited  him.  The 
family  tradition  of  the  meeting  is  treasured  yet  with 
affectionate  interest.  The  sons  were  so  much  pleased 
with  the  country  that  they  decided  to  settle  there.  They 
removed  to  Pittsburgh  in  the  same  fall.  In  a  letter  to 
his  brother  Paul,  dated  Dec.  29,  1788,  Nathaniel  request¬ 
ed  him  to  sell  his  property,  so  that  he  could  have  the 
money  with  which  to  buy  a  farm.  He  also  stated  that 
he  wanted  a  watch,  for  he  had  sold  his  for  fifty  bushels  of 
wheat  and  a  gallon  of  whiskey;  he  also  wanted  the 
brasses,  lock  and  hinges  for  a  desk  and  hinges  for  a 
table ;  also  a  great  bible  very  much,  for  he  thinks  his 
sight  has  failed ;  also  a  wagon  to  be  sent  out  by  Amos 
Whitmore,  who  will  take  it  out  for  the  use  of  it ;  and  also 
two  heavy  chains  from  one  axle  to  the  other,  so  he  can 
make  a  strong  draught  chain  of  them.  March  17,  1789, 
Nathaniel  bought  of  Daniel  Shawhan  three  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  acres  of  land  on  “  Coal  hill,”  a  portion  of 
which  was  recently  the  home  of  C.  S.  Fetterman,  a  great- 
grandson  of  Mr.  Plumer. 

Major  Plumer  was  a  large  owner  of  real  estate  both 
before  and  after  his  removal  to  Pennsylvania. 
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Their  children  were  bom  in  Bradford,  as  follows : — * 

994— 1.  Betsy’,  born  March  24,  1769;  married  Samuel  Adams  of 

Rowley  Aug.  — ,  1786. 

995— 11.  Hittt’,  born  March  19,  1771;  married  Jesse  Pearson  of 

Newbury  June  25,  1788. 

996 —  III.  Samuel’,  born  Oct.  6, 1772. 

997 —  IV.  Nathaniel’,  bom  Aug.  14,  1775. 

494 

Maj.  Paul  Plumer^  born  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  where  he 
was  baptized  in  the  Second  church  (now  in  Georgetown) 
Dec.  28, 1746.  He  lived  in  Newbury,  Mass.,  was  a  large 
owner  of  real  estate,  and  a  yeoman  and  shipwright.  In 
1803,  he  was  called  “  esquire  ”. 

He  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Dole)  Woodbridge  of  Newbury  April  19,  1770.  She 
was  born  June  1,  1761 ;  and  died  Oct.  31,  1827,  aged 
seventy-six  ;  and  Major  Plumer  died  Jan.  25,  1831,  aged 
eighty-four. 

Their  children  were  born  in  Newbury,  as  follows  : — 

998 —  I.  Joseph  Dole’,  born  Jan.  20,  1771.  See  family  numbered 

“  998.” 

999 —  II.  Anna  Woodbridge’,  born  Oct.  13,  1772 ;  insane ;  died, 

unmarried,  Aug.  4,  1816,  aged  forty-four. 

1000 —  III.  Paul’,  bora  Sept.  8,  1774.  See  family  numbered  “1000.” 

1001—  IV.  William’,  born  April  30,  1776;  died,  unmarried,  Jan. 

31,  1846,  in  his  seventieth  year. 

1002 —  V.  Richard’,  born  Aug.  13,  1780;  died,  unmarried,  Oct. 

22,  1806,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six. 

1003 —  VI.  Silas’,  born  Feb.  5,  1783.  See  family  numbered  “1003.” 

1004 —  VII.  Mehitable’,  born  Oct.  1,  1785;  died,  unmarried,  Jan. 

20,  1847,  aged  sixty-one. 

1005 —  VIII.  Jonathan’,  bora  Aug.  11,  1788;  died,  unmarried,  Jan. 

26,  1819,  at  tbe  age  of  thirty. 

1006—  IX.  Nathaniel’,  born  Sept.  7, 1791;  went  away  from  home 

when  twenty-five,  and  died  at  New  Orleans  in  1825. 

495 

Jonathan  Plumer®,  born  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  about 
1748.  He  was  a  blacksmith,  and  lived  in  Newburyport, 
Mass.,  until  the  autumn  of  1788,  when,  with  his  brother 

*Tbey  had  a  child  die  in  Bradford  Oct.  — ,  1778. 
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Nathaniel,  he  visited  his  father  in  Pennsylvania.  Being 
pleased  with  the  country,  he  decided  to  settle  there,  and 
did  so,  having  become  involved,  and  sold  his  house  and 
lot  to  Simeon  Plumer  March  31, 1788.*  Jonathan  wrote 
to  his  brother  Paul,  in  a  letter  dated  July  5,  1789,  that 
“  I  now  live  near  to  my  fathers  where  I  built  me  a  house 
and  a  shop.  Work  most  of  my  time  at  my  trade  and  get 
provisions  for  my  work.  1  have  got  a  famous  field  of 
corn  as  ever  I  saw,  and  expect  to  raise  enough  for  my 
family.  We  get  most  excellent  fish  such  as  perch,  pickerel 
and  catfish  and  salmon,  which  I  dined  on  this  day.  Nat. 
has  bought  a  fine  farm  sixteen  miles  from  here” — got 
some  good  tools  except  bellows  and  wants  Paul  to  go  to 
David  Morrills  and  buy  him  a  bellows  pipe  and  send  it 
on,  he  will  send  back  a  buckskin, — wants  him  to  go  to 
Mycalls  and  get  him  an  account  book  and  an  alphabet  and 
tell  him  he  will  call  and  settle  the  next  time  he  is  in 
Newbury  port,  which  will  be  in  twenty  or  thirty  years  at 
the  longest  1 1  wants  to  hear  the  news  about  the  neighbors 
and  mentions  several — sends  his  love  to  a  Capt.  Longfellow 
and  wants  him  to  come  out  to  keep  school,  and  will  guaran¬ 
tee  him  thirty  pounds  a  year  and  board, — tells  about  a  good 
trade  he  made  swapping  wagons  with  a  Doctor  Adams,  on 
his  way  out  I  suppose,  for  he  says  the  wagon  went  so  hard 
that  the  Doctor’s  horses  got  so  poor  that  they  died  after 
they  got  there.  He  also  writes  to  Paul  to  know  if  he  can 
get  a  boat  builder  to  go  out  there,  for  he  will  have  a  saw 
mill  finished  soon,  and  could  have  all  the  work  he  wanted. 

Mr.  Plumer  married,  first,  Anna,  daughter  of  William 
and  Ann  (Poor)  Brown  July  15,  1773.  She  was  born 
March  30, 1746.  He  married,  second, - . 

Mr.  Plumer’s  children  were  born  in  Newburyport,  as 
follows : — 

1007 —  I.  Joseph  Brown’,  born  May  4,  1774;  died  Feb.  25,  1787. 

1008 —  II.  Lydia  Leighton’,  born  Aug.  6, 1776;  died  July  11, 1777. 

1009—  III.  John’,  born  Aug.  18,  1778. 

496 

Elder  William  Plumer®,  born  in  Fort  Cumberland, 
Md.,  in  1760  (1765?).  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary 

*Es8ex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  146,  leaf  49. 
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war ;  and  was  at  one  time  stationed  in  the  block  house 
which  stood  on  the  site  formerly  occupied  by  the  mansion 
of  the  late  General  Robinson,  in  Allegheny,  near  the  foot 
of  Federal  street,  because  of  the  aggressions  of  the  In¬ 
dians. 

Mr.  Plumer  married,  in  the  home  of  Col.  John  Orms- 
by,  in  Pittsburgh,  Feb.  27, 1781,  Miss  Catharine  McAllis¬ 
ter  of  Long  Run,  and  lived  there  several  year’s.  Then 
he  went  to  Greershurg,  Beaver  county.  Pa.,  now  Darling¬ 
ton,  Lawrence  county,  at  the  urgent  request  of  ministers 
and  others,  to  board  students  attending  the  Presbyterian 
school  then  in  existence  at  that  place.  After  the  school 
had  been  broken  up  and  transferred  to  Canonsburg  he 
built  a  batteau,  put  his  family  and  goods  on  board,  and 
descended  the  Ohio  river  to  Red  Bank,  Ky.,  where  he 
landed.  But  the  surrounding  country  disappointed  him, 
and  he  turned  his  boat  upstream,  pushing  it  with  poles, 
and  landed  some  eighteen  miles  above  Marietta,  Washing¬ 
ton  county,  Ohio,  where  he  made  his  home.  He  traded  a 
great  deal  along  the  Ohio  and  Kanawha  rivers  in  a  keel 
boat.  He  must  have  removed  to  or  near  Logstown,  for 
he  there  built,  in  the  winter  of  1793-4,  several  boats  for 
transportation  of  Wayne’s  army  to  Fort  Washington. 
Directly  after  Wayne’s  crushing  defeat  of  the  Indians, 
emigration  became  active  towards  the  upper  valley  of  the 
Beaver,  and  Mr.  Plumer  must  have  followed,  as  he  was 
one  of  the  three  elders  ordained  in  the  congregation 
known  as  the  “  Mt.  Pleasant  Presbyterian  church,”  or¬ 
ganized  in  1798  by  the  Presbytery  of  Ohio,  and  he  was 
of  the  very  first  settlers  there. 

His  wife  died  some  time  between  1824  and  1830.  In 
1833,  he  visited  his  daughters  at  Charleston,  now  West 
Virginia,  and  while  there  was  seized  with  cholera  and 
died.  The  inscription  on  his  tombstone  is  as  follows  : — 

In  memory  ol  William  Plumer 
Bom  in  Fort  Cnmberland,  Maryland,  1755. 

Died,  Jnly  8th,  1833,  in  Charleston,  Virginia. 

His  children  call  him  blessed. 

Proverbs  xxxi :  28. 

(Tb  be  continued.') 


JAMES  LESSLIE  OF  TOPSFIELD,  MASS. 
AND  SOME  OF  HIS  DESCENDANTS. 


BY  M.  V.  B.  PKRLEY. 


The  learned  research  of  Rev.  George  Lesslie  and  his 
faith  in  the  origin  and  form  of  his  name,  and  in  his 
right  to  coat-armor,  demand  recognition.  He  invariably 
employed  two  esses  in  his  sign-manual  and  impressed  his 
seal  with  a  griffin. 

This  Anglo-Saxon  name  in  Hungary,  its  native  home, 
was  lu  lyn  (castle-on-lake),  and  it  went  into  England, 
about  1067,  with  Bartholomew  de  Lislyn,  a  scion  of  Hun¬ 
garian  nobility,  upon  the  recall  of  Prince  Edward,  “  the 
Outlaw,”  to  the  English  throne  by  the  decrepit  King  Ed¬ 
ward,  **  the  Confessor.”  The  recall  miscarried ;  the  king 
and  the  prince  both  died  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the 
prince  and  his  family  in  England  ;  but  Margaret,  daughter 
of  the  prince,  married  Malcolm  III,  Canmore,  King  of 
Scotland,  and  Bartholomew  trusted  his  fortune  with  the 
fortune  of  the  re-established  king. 

King  Malcolm,  recognizing  Lislyn’s  nobility  and  learn¬ 
ing,  persuaded  of  his  prowess  and  valor,  and  realizing  the 
great  value  such  a  personage  would  be  to  the  Crown, 
granted  or  leased  to  him  a  large  tract  of  land  in  county 
Aberdeen,  the  equivalent,  no  doubt,  of  an  earldom,  and 
so  conferred  upon  the  possessor  the  highest  rank  below 
the  royal  family.  The  high  consideration  and  courtesy  of 
the  king  gave  the  Hungarian  courtier  a  local  habitation 
and  a  surname — Bartholomew  of  the  leaded  land,  which 

Nots. — The  following  persons  have  given  material  aid  in  this 
compilation:  President  Homan  of  Willamette  University,  Salem, 
Ore.;  Ex-President  Whitaker  of  Willamette  University  and  Libra¬ 
rian  Lockwood,  Wesleyan  Hall,  Boston,  Mass.;  Mr.  J.  P.  Litchfield, 
historian  of  the  M.  E.  Memorial  Chnrcb,  Salem,  Ore.;  C.  E.  Leslie, 
Esq.,  St.  Johnsbnry,  Vt.;  Freeland  D.  Leslie,  M.  D.  (No.  173);  Hor¬ 
ace  G.  Leslie,  M.  D.  (No.  126);  Mrs.  Esther  I.  Blackwell  (No.  96); 
and  Mrs.  Helen  M.  Worthen  (No.  124). 
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in  the  Old  or  Norman  French,  the  polished  language  in 
England  at  that  time,  and  the  fruitful  mother  of  patro¬ 
nymics,  is  le»9e  for  leased,  and  ley^  lea,  or  lie  for  land, — 
which  anglicized  became  Lesslie  ;*  and  Bartholomew  de 
Lesslie  and  his  wife  became  the  Adam  and  Eve  of  the 
race  of  Lesslies. 

The  Lesslie  coat  of  armsf  for  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  the 
plainest  and  therefore  the  oldest  and  freighted  with  great¬ 
est  honor,  is  silver,  on  a  bend  embattled  blue,  three  buckles 
gold ;  the  crest  a  griffin  ;  motto :  “  Hold  fast.”  This 
shield  is  indeed  martial,  and  eminently  characteristic  of 
this  clan,  as  illustrated  in  the  call  home  of  Gen.  Alexan¬ 
der  Leslie  to  organize  an  army  against  Cromwell’s  relig¬ 
ious  war,  and  in  placing  Gen.  David  Leslie  as  Field- 
Marshal  at  Dunbar,  against  Cromwell  himself. 

This  quotation  from  the  extensive  foreign  correspond¬ 
ence  of  Horace  G.  Leslie,  M.  D.  (No.  126),  is  pertinent 
here  : — 

“  Many  branches  of  the  family  live  in  England  and  Ire¬ 
land,  and  their  pedigrees  are  easily  traced  to  this  original : 
Bartholomew,  founder,  died  1121. 

Malcolm,  charter,  died  1165. 

Norman,  charter,  died  1224. 

Norino  (Norman?),  charter,  died  1248. 

Sir  Norman,  died  1282. 

*Gol.  Charles  Leslie,  K.  T.,  says  in  his  three-volumed  history  of 
British  Leslies,  quoting  Vesstigan’s  poem,  a  Leslie’s  duel  with  a 
foreign  knight; 

Between  the  Lessley  and  the  mair 
He  slew  the  knight  and  left  him  there. 

The  Colonel  also  says :  « It  is  beyond  doubt  that  Bartholomew 
did  obtain  from  the  King  a  grant  of  land  in  county  Aberdeen.” — 
Vol.l,  p.  6. 

tTbe  totem  of  the  clan  Leslie  is  a  gold  bucklb.  Two  shields 
bearing  different  ordinaries  are  of  very  high  antiquity — one,  as 
above,  with  an  embattled  bend,  or  military  scarf;  the  other  with  a 
fesse  or  belt,  eminently  chivalrous,  indicating  the  office  of  a  chap¬ 
eron,  perhaps,  to  the  Queen,  the  motto  “  Grip  fast”  to  the  belt,  his 
caution  in  case  of  danger.  The  other  motto,  ”  Hold  fast,”  is  per. 
haps  more  military,  as  ”  Hold  the  fort.”  About  the  year  1500  this 
male  descent  lapsed,  and  the  inheritress  adopted  the  lozenge-shaped 
escutcheon . 
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Sir  Andrew  de  Leslie,  who  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Sir  Alexander  Abernothy,  and 
received  the  baronies  of  Ballinbreicb, 

Caimy  and  Rothes.  His  greatgrandson 
William  had  a  son  George,  who  died  1467, 
and  who  was  great-great-grandfather  of  the 
celebrated  Gen.  Alexander  Leslie. 

Sir  Andrew,  1325-1353. 

Sir  Andrew,  1353-1398. 

David,  died  1439. 

“  No  name  stands  higher  in  Scotland  than  Leslie.” 


1.  James  Lesslie,  the  immigrant,  father  of  Rev. 
George  Lesslie,  styled  “  Rev.”  in  “  Contributions  to  the 
Ecclesiastical  History  of  Essex  County  ”  and  in  Gage’s 
“  History  of  Rowley,”  was  son  of  a  Scotch  covenanter, 
who  lived  in  Coleraine,*  county  Londonderry,  Ireland. 
The  name  is  now  (1912)  known  in  that  vicinity,  f  He 
came  to  this  country  in  1729,  with  wife  Margaret  (Shee- 
rar),  and  located  in  Tdpsfield,  where  maybe  he  lived  till 
the  last  half  of  the  year  1754.  His  son  bought  land  in 

*Tbe  level  area  in  the  northwesterly  part  of  the  town  of  Topsfield, 
lying  west  of  the  B.  &  M.  R.  R.  tracks  and  south  of  the  land  of  the 
late  Arthur  W.  Phillips,  has  long  been  known  as  “Coleraine.” 
Mention  of  this  locality  name  appears  in  a  deed  as  early  as  1797, 
conveying  land  at  this  point.  The  appearance  of  this  unusual  name 
at  once  suggests  a  connectiou  with  the  Irish  home  of  James  Lesslie, 
and  who  probably  lived  in  this  locality  which  lies  on  both  sides  of 
the  Topsfield-Boxford  boundary  line.  James  Lesslie  paid  taxes 
in  Boxford  in  1740  and  1741,  and  those  years  only.  The  Topsfield 
assessors'  records  do  not  go  back  far  enough  to  absolutely  prove  a 
Topsfield  residence  for  him. 

tMr.  Maxwell  Given  wrote  to  Dr.  Leslie  (No.  126),  from  Cole¬ 
raine,  Ire.,  27  Feb.,  1006,  I  have  just  discovered  that  the  Leslie 
family  is  descended  from  Henry  Leslie,  who  became  bishop  of 
Down  and  Connor  4  Nov.,  1635.  He  was  son  of  James,  grandson 
of  George,  4th  Earl  of  Rothes,  by  bis  second  wife,  Agnes  Summer¬ 
ville.” 

Super-Registrar  S.  Lecky  wrote  from  Coleraine,  Ire.,  on  25,  3, 
1012  :  “  The  name  once  resided  in  Castletoodry,  near  here,  but  not 
now.  Grandchildren  are  in  Kilcanny,  Coleraine.  The  name  is 
mentioned  in  lists  of  aldermen  and  representatives  in  Parliament. 
Ireland  had  no  public  vital  records  till  1864,  when  compulsory  reg¬ 
istration  began.” 
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Linebrook*  for  a  bouse,  1  July,  1753,  and  when  the 
bouse  was  finished  in  1754,  father,  mother  and  son  occu¬ 
pied  it,  and  Mr.  James  Lesslie  and  his  wife  had  or  were 
given  chaige  of  the  communion  table,  Tuesday,  Dec.  31, 
of  that  year.  On  20  March,  1763,  it  was  voted  that  he 
keep  the  key  of  the  meeting-house,  sweep  it  six  times  a 
year,  and  bring  water  for  baptisms,  for  one  pound  a  year. 
Giving  Mr.  Leslie  the  service  of  making  ready  the  table 
was  wise,  especially  in  winter  and  stormy  weather,  since 
the  deacons  lived  one  and  a  half  and  two  miles  away.  It 
was  no  interference  with  their  office,  but  lessened  the 
work  or  care  of  busy  men.  “  Father  Lesslie  ”  died  12 
May,  1763.  The  date  of  mother  Lesslie’s  death  is  not 
recorded. 

Children  of  James  and  Margaret  Lesslie,  born  in  Ire¬ 
land  : 

2.  Elizabeth,  d.  21  Sept.,  1736,  in  Topsfield. 

8.  Jambs,  d.  80  Sept.,  1736,  in  Topsfield. 

4.  Estbbb,  m.  17  March,  1737-8,  Hngh  Lynde;  lived  in  Topsfield, 

where  her  servant,  a  child,  d.  8  or  18  Ang.,  1760,  and  she  d. 
2  Oct.,  1778. 

5.  Joseph,  m.  27  March,  1755,  Mercy  Dresser.  He  was  taxed  in 

Topsfield,  1761,  3s.  lOd.  2f.,  and  his  meeting-honse  rates 
were  abated,  1761,  6s.  4d.  About  1764,”  reads  Felt’s 
History  of  Ipswich,  ”  Joseph,  brother  of  Rev.  George 
Lesslie,  returning  to  West  Ipswich  from  a  residence  at  St. 
John's,  was  drowned,  with  his  wife  and  seven  children.” 
These  baptisms  and  deaths  of  their  children  are  recorded: 
James,  bapt.  11  Jan.,  1756,  d.  10  Oct,  1756 — Linthrook  rec.; 
James,  bapt.  10  April,  1757,  d.  26  Sept.,  1758,  aged  18 
months,  of  “convulsion  fits” — Byfield  Chh.  rcc.;  Lynde, 
bapt.  13  May,  1759;  Joseph,  bapt.  10  Aug.,  1760 — Top^eld 
rec.;  Mary,  bapt.  2  Oct,  1763 — Bosford  let  Chh.  rec. 

6.  Gbobob,  b.  25  Nov.  1727. 

*Tbe  citizens  of  South  Rowley  and  West  Ipswich  met  and  re¬ 
solved  to  establish  a  territorial  parish,  12  April,  1744.  The  pro¬ 
posed  parish  was  incorporated  5  June,  1746.  The  incorporated 
territory  was  named,  27  June,  1747,  Linebrook  Parish,  because  of 
these  streams  in  its  boundary  line :  Ipswich  River,  Gravelly  brook. 
Boll  brook,  Batchelder’s  brook.  Strait  brook  and  Howlett’s  brook. 
While  the  corporate  function  of  the  parish  has  been  ignored,  the 
territory  has  been  called  Linebrook. 
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6.  Rev.  Geoboe  Lesslie,  A.  M.,  was  the  fifth  child 
of  James  and  Margaret  (Sheerer)  Lesslie,  and  was  born 
25  Nov.,  1727,  and,  as  the  History  of  Washington,  N.  H., 
reads,  in  Coleraine,  Ireland.  He  was  brought  to  America 
in  1729,  or,  as  per  Rev.  J.  S.  Griswold’s  “New  Hamp¬ 
shire  Churches,”  “  came  from  Ireland,  when  he  was 
eighteen  months  old,  with  his  parents,  who  located  in 
Topsfield.”  He  fitted  for  college,*  it  is  presumed,  under 
Rev.  John  Emerson,  minister  of  Topsfield.  In  1748  he 
was  teaching  school  in  Boxford,  and  seems  to  have  taught 
there  previously  for  several  years.  He  graduated  from 
Harvard  College,  Wednesday,  6  July,  1748.  His  class  had 
twenty-four  members,  of  whom  were  George  Leonard  and 
Artemas  Ward,  afterwards  congressmen ;  Perez  March 
and  John  Rand,  librarians  ;  and  seven  gospel  ministers, 
including  Jacob  Cushing,  S.  T.  D.,  and  “  Georgius  Less¬ 
lie.”  All  but  Ward,  Brown  and  Samuel  French  took  the 
master’s  degree. 

Mr.  Lesslie  was  admitted  to  membership  in  the  Tops¬ 
field  church  on  profession  of  faith,  5  March,  1749,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  he  studied  divinity  with  his  early 
instructor.  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson.  He  began  to  preach  at 
Line  brook,  14  Aug.,  1748,  the  sixth  Sabbath  after  his 
graduation  ;  and  when  he  began  to  preach  as  a  candidate 
for  the  Linebrook  pastorate,  19  March,  1749,  he  had 
supplied  there  thirty-one  Sabbaths,  and  twenty-nine  of 
them  before  he  joined  a  church,  according  to  the  following 
record : 

“  At  a  legal  Parish  meeting  21  March,  1748-9,  Thomas 
Potter,  moderator,  Mark  Howe,  clerk,  voted  that  Abrm 
How  have  for  his  keeping  Mr.  Lesslie  for  time  past  seven 
pounds  old  tenor — 07-00-0  ;  Voted  to  give  to  Mr.  John 
Smith  for  keeping  Mr.  Lesslie  3  Sabbaths  fifteen  shillings 
old  tenor,  0-15-0 ;  Voted  to  allow  Mr.  Lesslie  six  pounds  a 
Sabbath  for  the  time  past,  before  he  began  upon  probation 
with  us  which  was  ye  3d  Sabbath  in  March  current,”  viz., 
the  19th.  His  call  to  settle  was  accepted  16  Aug.,  1749. 

•Harvard  College  records  Mr.  Lesslie’s  birth-date  as  25  Nov.,  1727; 
bis  age  at  matriculation,  16  years,  8  months;  and  his  entrance  into 
college,  26  Feb.,  1745,  six  months  after  he  registered  as  belonging  in 
Topsfield. 
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Mr.  Felt’s  History  of  Ipswich  records  that  Mr.  Leslie, 

“  having  preached  one  year,”  was  ordained  and  installed 
pastor  of  the  Linebrook  church,  15  Nov.,  1749,  the  day 
of  the  organization  of  the  church. 

The  Parish  record  in  this  relation  reads  :  Sept.  21, 

John  Smith,  moderator,  Voted,  Mr.  Lesslie’s  ordination 
to  be,  Wednesday,  Nov.  15,  1749 ;  Voted,  Mr.  Wiggles- 
worth,  Mr.  Rogers,  Mr.  Wally,  all  of  Ipswich,  Mr.  Jewett 
and  Mr.  Chandler  of  Rowley,  Mr.  Parsons  of  By  field, 
Mr.  Emerson  of  Topsfield,  be  the  ministers  with  their 
messengers  that  are  to  assist  in  ordaining  Mr.  George 
Lesslie ;  Voted  the  following  a  committee  to  invite  the 
ministers :  Thomas  Potter,  John  Abbott,  Jonathan  Bur¬ 
pee,  Isaac  Davis,  James  Hibbert.” 

Mr.  Lesslie’s  dismission  from  the  Topsfield  church  was 
Friday,  6  Oct.,  1749.  His  settlement  at  Linebrook  was 

700,  old  tenor,  or  #311.08,  and  his  salary  was  to  be 
£100  lawful  money  and  twelve  cords  of  wood. 

Mr.  Lesslie  exchanged  land  with  his  parish,  1  July, 
1753,  for  land  “  to  set  a  house  on,”  but  he  recorded  none 
of  the  deeds  given  him,  and  we  have  no  knowledge  of  his 
realty  purchases.  The  land  adjoining  the  meeting-house, 
given  to  the  parish  13  Feb.,  1743,  by  Joseph  Metcalf, 
was  bounded  on  the  north  by  land  of  Nathaniel  Brad- 
street.  The  location  of  the  land  exchanged  with  the 
parish,  in  1753,  was  on  the  north,  “  adjoining  the  parish 
land  at  the  westerly  end  of  said  parish  land.”  The  land 
exchanged  (leased  for  999  years,  for  a  cemetery)  was  19 
rods  long  and  2  3-4  rods  wide  and  contained  53  square 
rods;  the  land  “to  set  a  house  on”  began  at  Wicom’s 
corner  and  ran  southwest  23  rods  7  feet,  then  westerly  2 
rods  2  feet,  then  easterly  16  rods,  then  12  rods  to  the 
first  mentioned  bounds,  containing  107  square  rods.  He 
built  a  two-story  house  and  a  barn  on  it.  They  stood  a 
few  rods  west  of  his  meeting-house.  The  house  was  40 
by  20  feet  and  the  barn  44  by  23  feet.  The  house,  some 
years  ago,  was  burned  down,  as  was  his  second  house, 
in  Washington’s  great  conflagration,  and  the  barn, 
some  years  later,  tumbled  down.  He  sold  his  entire  in¬ 
terest  there,  13  Sept.,  1780,  to  Elijah  and  Allen  Foster, 
both  of  Ipswich,  for  £80.  The  sale  included  the  home- 
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stead,  107  square  rods ;  also  a  piece  of  land  he  bought  of 
Knowlton ;  also  another  piece  westward  of  the  above, 
bounded  by  Capt.  Thomas  Foster,  westerly  by  a  proprie¬ 
tors’  road,  northwesterly  by  Jeremiah  Ellsworth,  north¬ 
erly  by  New  Road,  easterly  by  county  road,  southerly 
and  easterly  by  parish  land ;  also  another  piece  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  county  road.  He  sold  land  in  Box- 
ford,  “4  1-2  acres  and  17  poles,”  for  j£200,  to  Thomas 
Perley,  jr.,  2  March,  1780. 

•W e  cannot  locate  his  home  during  the  period  between 
his  ordination  in  1749  and  the  building  of  his  house  in 
1753-4.  He  had  a  school  in  Linebrook  in  1752,  a  fact 
that  argues  a  home  there.  We  may  conclude  that  the 
family,  parents  and  son,  removed  to  Linebrook,  as  soon 
as  practical,  after  bis  settlement,  and  possibly  occupied 
the  house  that  stood  some  distance  back  of  the  New 
cemetery — a  Conant  home,  which  some  years  later  was 
sold  to  John  Perley,  sr.,  and  removed  to  its  present  loca¬ 
tion  (1915),  the  second  house  west  of  Garrette’s  hill. 

His  school  doubtless  began  before  1752.  Many  stu¬ 
dents  resorted  to  his  home  for  instruction.  In  modern 
phrase,  his  home  was  a  popular  boarding  school.  He 
taught  the  useful  sciences  and  Atted  young  men  for  col¬ 
lege  and  for  the  ministry.  Here  are  a  few  names,  be¬ 
tween  1752  and  1759,  that  are  found  in  the  parish  rec¬ 
ords  : — Symonds,  son  of  Capt.  Baker ;  Asa,  son  of  Sam¬ 
uel  Bradstreet ;  Timothy  and  Andrew  Fuller ;  Thomas 
Stickney;  Samuel  Perley;  Thomas  Gowing;  Moses  Nich¬ 
ols  ;  Samuel  Porter ;  and  Mark  Howe,  who  paid  £Q  for 
six  months’  tuition. 

Mr.  Lesslie  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Essex 
North  Association  of  Ministers.  His  is  the  sixth  name 
signed  to  their  covenant.  The  Association  met  with  him 
13  Nov.,  1770,  when  the  matter  of  Rev.  Christopher  B. 
Marsh’s  church  was  considered  and  the  action  of  the 
church  was  unanimously  sustained. 

Mr.  Lesslie’s  publications  were  conAned  to  occasional 
sermons.  Of  those  one  was  in  possession  of  Horace  G. 
Lesslie,  M.  D.,  of  Amesbury  (No.  126),  two  are  in  the 
Essex  Institute,  and  there  was  one  preached  at  Seabrook 
(now  Hampton  Falls)  at  the  ordination  of  one  of  his 
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divinity  students^  Samuel  Perley,  31  Jan.,  1765.  One  of 
the  sermons  preserved  in  the  Essex  Institute  was  preached 
in  the  North  Parish  Church  of  Newburyport,  12  Aug., 
1779.  The  day  was  Thursday,  and  probably  the  sermon 
was  a  part  of  the  usual  lecture  service.  The  topic  was, 
The  nature  and  tendency  of  the  sin  of  selfishness.” 
The  text  was  2  Timothy,  3:2:  **  For  men  shall  be  lovers 
of  their  ownselves.”  It  was  a  war  sermon.  He  says : 
“  Fourthly,  what  we  have  heard  points  out  one  special 
ground  or  reason  of  the  perils  and  distresses  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  day.  .  .  .  Criminal  self-love  is  at  the  bottom  of  the 
present  unnatural  contest  between  these  states.”  The 
discourse  is  unimpassioned,  logical,  and  sharply  forceful ; 
it  is  a  Christian  minister  rebuking  the  heinous  sin  of  the 
British  ministry.  It  expressed  the  prevailing  sentiment  of 
the  general  public,  and  immediately  appeared  in  print. 
He  left  also  two  sermons  in  stenography,  a  page  of  which 
is  here  shown,  same  size  as  the  original. 

Mr.  Lesslie  attended  Ezra  Ross  at  the  gallows,  in 
Worcester,  2  July,  1778.  Ezra’s  parents  were  members 
of  Mr.  Lesslie’s  church,  and  Ezra,  of  course,  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  society.  Ezra  was  sixteen  years  of 
age,  the  youngest  of  seventeen  children,  of  whom  nine 
were  then  living,  and  four  of  the  nine  were  in  the  war. 
Returning  from  his  first  enlistment,  young  Ezra  fell  sick 
in  Brookfield,  Mass.,  and  was  nursed  to  health  in  the 
home  of  Mr.  John  Spooner.  Mr.  Spooner  was  a  retired 
lumberman,  passively  disposed  and  of  simple  tastes.  His 
wife  was  Batbsheba,  daughter  of  Chief- Justice  Ruggles. 
She  never  knew  the  want  of  a  luxury  that  money  could 
buy  and  was  haughty  and  imperious,  and  the  house  was 
divided  against  itself.  On  Ezra’s  return  from  his  second 
enlistment,  gratitude  prompted  him  to  visit  his  benefac¬ 
tress.  He  was  youthful,  bad  a  fine  physique,  and  stature 
far  beyond  his  years  ;  he  was  active,  social,  witty,  hand¬ 
some  ;  she  was  artful,  seductive,  profligate.  Mr.  Spooner 
was  in  her  way  and  he  was  removed.  Four  persons  were 
arrested,  including  Mrs.  Spooner  and  young  Ezra.  The 
trial  was  short  and  the  way  to  the  gallows  was  short. 
Several  petitions,  because  of  her  delicate  condition  and 
of  his  youth  and  accidental  knowledge  of  the  deed,  were 
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of  no  avail.  Linebrook  was  stricken  with  profound  grief ; 
the  chui-ch  appointed  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and 
prayer,  which  was  solemnly  kept. 

Mr.  Lesslie  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  probate  attorney 
and  conveyancer.  His  work  is  often  met  with  in  the 
records.  He  wrote  a  very  legible  hand,  very  suited  to 

please  copyists.  He  seems  to 
have  cared  little  to  record  his 
own  deeds,  and  the  sources  of 
only  two  pieces,  as  above,  are 
known,  except  a  right  in 
Bull  brook  pasture,  given  to  his  homestead  by  the  Com¬ 
moners,  the  line  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  beginning 
about  eight  rods  on  the  west  side  of  £g}'pt  River  bridge, 
and  so  across  said  river  till  it  comes  to  a  stake  and  stones 
forty-two  rods  from  the  first  bound.  Former  owners  had 
digged  a  well  there  and  a  parish  committee  adjusted  the 
cost,  and  also  28  March,  1764,  employed  Thomas  Foster 
to  fence  in  the  right,  before  20  April,  with  a  lawful  rail 
fence.  He  built  thirty-six  rods,  showing  the  river  there 
then  to  have  been  about  one  hundred  feet  wide. 

During  Mr.  Lesslie’s  pastorate  the  population  of  his 
parish  diminished  greatly.  One  very  apparent  cause  was 
the  formation  of  a  colony  in  New  Brunswick,  which  took 
his  own  brother,  his  wife’s  parents  and  uncles  and  others.* 
Yet  Mrs.  Ruth  Conant,  daughter  of  Dea.  Philemon  Fos¬ 
ter  and  mother  of  Dea.  William  Foster  Conant,  furnishes 
a  creditable  labor  for  the  Master.  She  wrote :  “  The 

church  was  embodied  of  thirteen  male  members.  In  that 
year  twenty-two  members  were  added.  From  1749  to 
1770  forty-six  members  were  added,  making  eighty-nine 
in  all.  There  is  no  account  of  other  additions  during 
Mr.  Lesslie’s  pastorate.” 

Besides  the  diminution  of  population,  there  came  the 
depreciation  of  paper  money,  and  as  a  climax,  the  parish 
declined  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  Mr.  Lesslie’s  affairs 
were  precarious,  beyond  the  power  of  common  faith. 

*Raymond’s  “Saint  John  River”  says:  “Many  of  the  settlers 
of  the  Maugerville  township  came,  in  1762-1763,  from  Rowley, 
Mass.  There  were  Bnrpees,  Barkers,  Perleys,  Jewetts,  Palmers, 
and  others.” 
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He  had  arrived  at  Troas  ;  he  heard  a  voice  from  Wash¬ 
ington,  N,  H.,  “  Come  over  and  help  us,”  and  it  seemed 
to  him  a  fruitful  relief.  He  thereupon  determined  upon 
a  dismission  from  the  pastorate,  22  Oct.,  1779,  a  council 
convened  4  Nov.,  1779,  advised  that  the  pastorate  be 
dissolved,  30  November,  the  date  that  had  been  agreed 
upon  by  the  church  and  the  pastor.  His  transfer  of 
membership  was  10  Dec.,  1779.  His  wife  asked  for  a 
transfer  of  her  membership  to  Washington  on  3  Aug., 
1780,  which  was  voted  11  Sept.,  1780. 

Once,  during  Mr.  Lesslie's  pastorate  at  Linebrook,  the 
distinguished  pulpit  orator  and  nation-wide  evangelist. 
Rev.  George  Whitefield,  preached.  The  attraction  at 
Linebrook  may  have  been  the  common  factor  in  Calvin- 
istic  Methodism  and  Presbyterian  Calvinism.  The  date 
of  the  occasion  is  unknown.  A  forenoon  in  September, 
1770,  Mr.  Whitefield  dedicated  the  South  meeting-house 
in  New  Rowley,  now  Georgetown.  The  exact  date  of 
that  important  event  is  also  unknown.  It  is  judged  that 
the  day  of  dedication  at  New  Rowley,  which  Gage’s  His¬ 
tory  of  Rowley  says  may  have  Wn  12,  13,  or  22, 
Wednesday,  Thursday  or  Saturday,  would  have  been  op¬ 
portune  for  the  great  occasion  at  Linebrook.  The  church 
was  early  filled  to  repletion,  and  the  multitude,  some  2000 
to  3000  persons,  was  obliged  to  occupy  the  open  field. 
On  the  Ellsworth  road,  north  side,  14  rods  from  the  cor¬ 
ner  at  the  county  road,  is  a  large  flat  rock  or  ledge,  with 
perpendicular  front,  that  became  the  improvised  pulpit  of 
the  reverend  clergyman.  It  was  beautifully  situated  to 
the  open  field  and  afforded  a  fine  opportunity  for  his 
stentorian  voice  and  impressive  eloquence.  The  ledge  is 
known  as  “  Pulpit  Rock.”  This  brief  episode  was  told 
the  writer  by  his  uncle  John  Perley,  whose  father  owned 
a  residence,  half  a  mile  perhaps  from  the  meeting-house  ; 
also  by  Nathaniel  and  Ephraim  Foster,  both  octogenarians 
now  (1913),  whose  grandfather  owned  a  house  and 
reared  a  family  about  eighty  rods  from  “  Pulpit  Rock.” 
Later  their  grandfather  Allen  Foster  owned  the  Lesslie 
homestead.  Those  gentlemen  were  familiar  with  the 
territory  and  knew  well  its  colloquial  history. 

Mr.  Lesslie  and  his  family  left  Linebrook  for  Wash- 
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ingtoD,  N.  H.,  6  March,  1780.  They  were  nine  days 
making  the  journey  of  eighty  miles.  At  that  time  there 
were  no  public  roads  worthy  the  name.  Intelligence  from 
the  country  around  was  only  occasional.  Only  once  in 
two  or  three  months  was  news  received  from  Boston. 
Washington  was  originally  Monadnock,  No.  8.  It  was 
settled  in  1768,  and  called  Camden,  and  13  Dec.,  1776, 
was  incorporated  as  Washington.  By  a  vote  of  the  town 
proposals  were  made  to  Mr.  Lesslie  in  September,  1779 ; 
his  salary  was  to  be  fifty-five  pounds,  payable  in  rye  at 
four  shillings  per  bushel,  corn  at  three  shillings,  beef  at 
two  and  one-half  cents  per  pound,  and  pork  at  four 
cents  per  pound,  with  other  eatables  and  wearing  apparel 
at  equivalent  rates,  and  his  settlement  was  to  be  two 
hundred  acres  of  land,  “  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever,” — 
as  provided  in  the  town  grant  to  the  first  minister.  Rev, 
Mr.  Kindall  was  chosen  to  transmit  the  proposals.  Rob¬ 
ert  Mann  was  to  wait  on  Mr.  Lesslie  the  first  week  in 
November  for  his  answer.  The  agreement  was  made  and 
the  people  of  Washington  by  subscription  furnished 
money  to  ti*ansfer  his  effects.  In  1794  the  town  voted  to 
pay  his  salary  in  money. 

His  privations  the  first  year  were  great.  Provisions, 
in  many  instances,  could  not  be  obtained  without  going 
from  thirty  to  forty  miles.  His  first  winter  was  unusually 
long.  Snow  fell  19  October,  two  feet  deep,  and  remained 
till  late  in  the  next  spring.  During  that  spring,  twenty- 
seven  of  his  people’s  cattle  died  of  starvation.  Mr. 
Lesslie  lost  his  only  cow.  Fasting  and  prayer  were  ob¬ 
served  on  account  of  the  sad  prospects.  One  whole  win¬ 
ter  his  family  was  without  salt,  and  a  bushel  in  the  spring 
cost  15. 

The  church  was  organized  9  May,  1779,  but  its  original 
records  for  the  first  twenty  years  are  lost.  Mr.  Lesslie 
was  installed  its  pastor  12  July,  1780,  in  a  barn  belong¬ 
ing  to  John  Safford,  when  the  pastor  was  fifty-three  years 
old.  He  was  known  as  “  Priest  Lesslie,”  the  common 
title  of  the  day. 

The  first  move  to  build  a  meeting-house  was  in  1785. 
The  timbers  were  got  out  in  1786,  all  cut  and  hewed  in 
the  old  of  the  moon  in  September  and  October,  and  the 
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building  was  finished  in  1789,  when  the  town  raised  £80 
for  the  purpose.  Mr.  Lesslie’s  son  David  was  the  first 
sexton,  and  served  the  first  year  for  3«.  fid. 

Mr.  Lesslie’s  character  was  essentially  Scotch — strong, 
courageous,  active,  efficient,  stable,  true.  He  had  faith 
in  his  ability  to  do  whatever  he  undertook.  Very  few 
persons  have  had  better  visible  ground  of  faith  than  he 
had.  He  belonged  to  that  brilliant  Scotch-Irish  intellect 
that  planted  the  Presbyterian  faith  in  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey,  and  gave  us  our  twenty-seventh  national 
president.  He  worked  harmoniously  with  Congregational 
Calvinism,  as  might  be  expected,  and  was  regarded  as  a 
strong  defender  of  the  faith. 

Early  in  his  ministry  he  formulated,  as  follows,  his 
faith  and  practice  :  “  I  take  God,  the  Father,  to  be  my 
chief  good  and  highest  end  ;  1  take  God,  the  Son,  to  be 
my  only  Lord  and  Saviour ;  I  take  God,  the  Holy  Spirit, 
to  be  my  Sanctifier,  Teacher,  Guide  and  Comforter ;  I 
take  the  Truth  of  God  to  be  my  rule  in  all  my  actions  ;  I 
take  the  people  of  God  to  be  my  people  in  all  conditions. 
I  do  likewise  devote  and  dedicate  unto  the  Lord  my  whole 
self,  all  that  I  am,  all  that  1  have,  and  all  I  can  do.  This 
I  do  deliberately,  sincerely,  freely  and  forever.”  His 
recognition  of  Young’s  “  Column  of  true  majesty  in 
man,”  in  covenanting  with  himself,  is  an  act  sorrowfully 
unusual,  but  worthy  of  the  man.  It  shows  his  estimate 
of  individual  effort  and  character  ;  it  shows  his  lofty  as¬ 
piration  and  purpose,  his  implicit  trust  in  the  Scriptures 
and  their  Author,  how  a  man  “  may  be  thoroughly  fur¬ 
nished  unto  all  good  works.” 

His  environment  was  unequal  to  his  ability.  He  would 
have  adorned  a  college  professorship  and  won  distinction 
as  a  barrister.  He  was  a  clear  thinker  and  writer,  and 
was  held  in  high  repute  as  a  logician  ;  he  was  among  the 
strongest  defenders  of  the  faith  in  the  sphere  of  his 
labors. 

Felt’s  History  of  Ipswich  says  of  him :  “  He  fitted 

many  pupils  for  college,  and  others  for  the  ministry.  He 
had  a  strong  mind,  was  a  noted  scholar,  and  a  pious 
minister.”  Rev.  James  Bradford,  in  Gage’s  History  of 
Rowley,  says :  “  He  possessed  a  powerful  intellect,  was 
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an  eminent  scholar,  and  a  pious  and  useful  minister.”  Rev. 

J.  F.  Griswold,  in  New  Hampshire  Churches,  writes : 

“  He  was  a  man  of  correct  sentiments,  a  good  scholar, 
and  of  studious  habits,  conscientious,  of  strict  integrity, 
and  had  the  confidence  of  his  people.”  His  life  with  his 
people  was  a  constant  benediction.  He  preached  morality, 
by  word  and  conduct,  as  fundamentally  essential  to  a  cor¬ 
rect  religious  life — a  life  that  was  his.  His  people  had 
great  cause  to  rejoice  in  his  labors  and  to  revere  his 
memory. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Lesslie  left  Linebrook,  he  was  invited 
to  a  professorship  in  Dartmouth  College,  says  a  family 
tradition.  In  this  regard.  President  Tucker  of  the  Col¬ 
lege,  21  Feb.,  1900,  wrote:  “I  have  not  been  able  to 
find  any  tface  of  such  appointment.  This,  however,  is 
purely  negative  testimony,  for  our  records  from  1770  to 
1780  are  very  meagre.”  We  understand  that  the  college 
was  then  engaged  in  making  history  more  than  in  writing 
it  The  history,  however,  is  quite  adequate  to  our  pur- 
I)08e.  The  President,  Rev.  Dr.  Wheelock,  died  24  April, 
1779,  leaving  the  presidency,  the  Dartmouth  pulpit  and 
the  chair  of  divinity  vacant.  The  presidency  was  imme¬ 
diately  occupied  by  the  Doctors  son  John,  who  had  been 
educated  in  the  college  and  been  a  tutor  there,  and  who 
bad  been  a  politician  of  honorable  distinction  and  an 
oflBcer  in  the  Revolutionary  army  ;  the  pulpit  was  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  eminent  evangelist,  Sylvanus  Ripley  ;  but  the 
chair  of  theology  remained  vacant  till  1782.  Recalling 
now  that  Mr.  Lesslie  received  proposals  from  Washing¬ 
ton  in  September,  1779,  made  arrangements  with  Mr. 
Robert  Mann  in  the  first  week  in  November,  was  dis¬ 
missed  30  November,  and  left  Linebrook  6  March,  1780, 
Mr.  Lesslie  and  the  Dartmouth  professorship  were  brought 
face  to  face  in  the  eye  of  the  alert  young  president. 

Mr.  Lesslie’s  ability,  learning,  scholarship,  classical 
repute,  his  school  fitting  for  college  and  the  ministry,  his 
status  among  literary  men  and  his  Presbyterian  views 
were  a  temptation  to  the  college,  and  aptly  support  the 
tradition.  Mr.  Griswold  says  he  declined  the  professor¬ 
ship  on  account  of  the  encouragement  be  had  given 
the  Washington  people  to  settle  with  them.”  Yes,  but 
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that  “  answer  ”  or  agreement  with  Mr.  Mann  in  Novem¬ 
ber  could  not  be  evaded.  He  must  decline  the  chair. 

In  the  fall  of  1790  appeared  a  Catholic  missionary^ 
Rev.  John  Thayer,  later  Catholic  priest  of  Boston.  He 
was  a  native  of  Boston,  had  traveled  in  Europe,  and 
sojourned  in  Rome.  He  died  in  Limerick,  Ire.,  26  Nov., 
1815.  Rev.  Dr.  Bentley’s  diary,  Salem,  Mass.,  March  26, 
1791,  says,  Mr.  Thayer  challenged  all  the  Protestant 
clergymen  to  a  doctrinal  disputation ;  that  he  announced 
a  proposed  conference  with  Rev.  George  Lesslie ;  that  the 
latter  did  not  appear — till  later.  Let  that  be  so,  the 
delay  was  probably  occasioned  by  the  deep  snows  and 
driving  storms  incident  to  those  months  in  our  early 
years. 

Mr.  Thayer  says  :*  “  The  occasion  of  my  discussion 

with  Mr.  Lesslie  was  an  advertisement  I  published  a  few 
weeks  after  I  returned  to  my  native  town,  24  Nov.,  1790.” 
Mr.  Thayer  offered  in  the  Boston  Gazette  to  preach  in  any 
adjoining  town  and  answer  questions;  he  offered,  26 
Jan.,  1791,  to  preach,  or  debate,  or  print  in  any  newspa¬ 
per  that  would  furnish  space.  To  the  last  proposition  the 
Gazette  agreed,  and  “  soon  after  ”  Mr.  Thayer  published 
his  first  paper — a  statement  of  doctrinal  belief,  covering, 
in  book  form,  five  duo-decimo  pages. 

Mr.  Lesslie  headed  his  reply  with  this  sentiment  and 
obeyed  the  precept : 

Unas  apex  verbi  ratione  valentior  omni, 

Milleque  decretis  conciliisqne  prior. 

He  covered  three  pages.  He  stated  the  topic  and  the 
criterion.  In  that  he  was  fair,  judicious,  wise.  He  pro¬ 
posed  “The  Pope’s  Infallibility,”  and  announced  that 
“  No  arguments  will  be  looked  upon  and  treated  as  worthy 
of  notiee  but  such  as  are  evidently  drawn  from  and 
grounded  upon  the  sacred  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments.” 

Mr.  Thayer’s  rejoinder  covered  twenty-eight  pages,  as  if 

“  By  apostolic  blows  and  knocks 
He'd  prove  bis  doctrine  orthodox." 

*Mr.  Thayer’s  pamphlet  may  be  found  in  the  Boston  Athe¬ 
naeum.  (Tr.  B.  149,  p.  398.) 
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He  stated  that  Mr.  Lesslie’s  fourth  objection,  which 
he  takes  for  granted,  is  what  all  Catholics  deny,  viz. ; 

“  That  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  are 
a  complete  and  perfect  rule  of  faith.  On  the  contrary, 
the  doctrine  of  our  church  is  that  the  word  of  God  is  the 
complete  and  perfect  rule  of  our  faith,  which  word  we 
contend  is  not  wholly  contained  in  the  Scriptures,  but  is 
in  part  transmitted  to  us  in  the  traditions  of  the 
church.” 

Thus  the  doughty  challenger  was  vanquished  by  his 
own  admission.  Imagine  a  man  discussing  religion  with¬ 
out  Scripture,  only  as  it  served  him.  He  admitted  that 
Scripture  alone  did  not  support  his  dogma.  He  taught 
an  insufficiency  of  Scripture  contrary  to  St.  Paul  (2  Tim. 

3  ;  16),  and  he  taught  traditions,  as  did  the  Jews  whom 
Jesus  rebuked  (Mark  7  :  7)  ;  and  Mr.  Lesslie  retired 
from  the  contest.  In  October,  1811,  Dr.  Bentley  wrote 
in  his  Diary  :  “  Mr.  Leslie’s  mannera  were  singular,  but 

Mr.  Thayer,  the  Catholic  convert,  told  me  his  mind  was 
powerful,” — significant  remark  1  Thayer  had  met  Lesslie. 

It  is  very  probable  that  the  “  proposed  conference  ”  re¬ 
ferred  to  above  was  not  “  proposed  ”  by  Mr.  Lesslie.  He 
might  not  have  known  of  the  challenge  at  all,  since  news, 
in  dead  of  winter,  reached  Washington  not  oftener  than 
monthly.  He  was  considered  strong  in  defence  of  the 
doctrines  of  his  church,  and  was,  no  doubt,  urged  to  the 
war  of  words. 

Mr.  Lesslie  married  26  Oct.,  1756,  Miss  Hephzibah 
Burpee,  youngest  daughter  of  Dea.  Jonathan  and  Mehit- 
able  (Jewett)  Burpee  of  Rowley-Linebrook,  Rev.  Jede- 
diah  Jewett  of  Rowley  officiating.  Her  parents  and  uncle 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  New  Brunswick,*  Can¬ 
ada.  She  was  born  in  Rowley,  31  March,  1738,  and  died 
in  Washington,  N.  H.,  11  April,  1814.  Mr.  Lesslie  was 
pastor  at  Washington  twenty  years — till  he  died,  11  Sept., 

*Raymond’s  “  Saint  John  River  ”  says:  Dea.  Jonathan  Burpee, 
first  deacon  of  the  Linebrook  chnrch,  became  also  first  deacon  of 
the  First  church  in  Maugerville,  N.  B.  His  grandson  David  was 
sheriff  of  county  Sunbury  and  the  first  school-teacher  in  New 
Brunswick.  Among  his  descendants  was  Hon.  Isaac  Burpee,  min¬ 
ister  of  customs,  and  E.  R.  Burpee,  manager  of  the  Western  Ex¬ 
tension**  railroad. 
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1800,  when  he  was  seventy-three  years  old.  The  town 
voted  a  headstone  for  his  grave  and  the  following  epi¬ 
taph  : — 

«  He  was  a  man  of  brilliant  genius  and  great  learning, 
and  eminent  for  piety  and  morality.” 

Dr.  F.  D.  Leslie  (No.  173)  saw  the  stone,  18  Sept., 
1904,  in  a  good  state  of  preservation,  but  tipped  over, 
and  the  lot  moss-covered.  He  set  the  stone  in  cement 
and  seeded  the  ground — good  for  another  century. 

Eight  of  their  children  were  born  in  Rowley  and  one 
died  there,  the  ninth  was  born  in  Washington.  The 
hours  and  minutes  of  their  births  are  on  record.  On  the 
list  of  these  births  the  numbers  before  the  months  are 
respectively  the  days  of  the  births  and  the  baptisms.  The 
latter  were  all  on  Sundays. 

Their  names  are  erroneously  printed  in  Ipswich  vital 
records,  where  George’s  birth-date  is  given  to  David,  and 
David’s  birth-date  and  George’s  name  are  omitted. 
Children  of  Rev.  George  and  Hephzibah  Lesslie  : — 

7.  Gbobob,  7:  26,  P.  m.,  12-15  Jan.,  1758. 

8.  David,  6:  — ,  a.  m.,  17-17  Dec.,  1758. 

9.  Jambs,  10:  24,  A.  m.,  10-15  March,  1761. 

10.  Jonathan,  1:  — ,  A.  m.,  5-5  June,  1763. 

11.  William,  3  : 15,  a.  m.,  4-10  Ang.,  1766. 

12.  Hbphzibah,  3:  30,  A.  m.,  19-25  March,  1770. 

13.  JosBPH,  12;  26, - ,  28  Feb.-6  March,  1774. 

14.  Mbhitablb,  5:  — ,  A.  M.,  5-6  Sept.,  1778. 

15.  Elizabbth,  b.  27  May,  1782;  lived  in  Washington,  where  she 

d.  in  oid  age. 

7.  George  Lesslie  was  born  12  Jan.,  1768,  and 
went  to  Washington  with  his  parents,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two.  He  married,  28  Oct.,  1787,  Miriam  Burpee 
of  that  place.  She  was  born  in  Rowley  in  1761  (bap¬ 
tized  28  June),  to  Sergt.  David  and  Sarah  (Barker)  Bur¬ 
pee.  The  sergeant  was  first  cousin  to  her  husband’s 
mother.  He  sold  his  homestead  on  «  Proprietor’s  Road,” 
2  April,  1788,  and  removed  to  Washington,  N.  H.  George, 
jr.,  was  a  farmer  in  Henniker,  N.  H.,  where  he  died  2 
April,  1813,  and  his  widow  13  Dec.,  1817. 
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Children  of  George,  jr.,  and  Miriam  Lesslie : — 

16.  Polly,  b.  —  May,  1788;  m. - Greenleaf. 

17.  Hannah,  b.  26  Sept.,  1789;  m.  John  Hartshorn. 

18.  David,  b.  7  May,  1792;  m.  Patty  Greenfield. 

19.  Georoe,  b.  31  March,  1794;  m.  Lucy  Stearns. 

20.  Hbphzibah,  b.  27  May,  1796;  m.  10  Ang.,  1828,  Abraham  Kim¬ 

ball,  b.  4  Oct.,  1800,  to  Abraham  and  Esther,  of  Henniker. 

21.  Martha,  b.30  April,  1798;  m.  Levi  Washington. 

22.  Sally,  b.  13  Oct.,  1800;  m.  Bartlett  Mack. 

23.  Betsey,  b.  —  Oct.,  1804;  m. - Hardy. 

8.  David  Lesslie  was  born  in  Rowley,  17  Dec.,  1798, 

went  to  Washington  with  his  parents,  and  married  Mar¬ 
garet  - . 

Children  of  David  and  Margaret  Lesslie  : — 

24.  Polly,  b.  3  April,  1792,  in  Washington. 

25.  Georoe,  b.  1794,  in  Washington,  and,  it  is  said,  settled  in  the 

West. 

26.  Clarissa,  b.  6  Oct.,  1796;  m. - Chafy,  and  resided  in  Ver¬ 

mont. 

27.  David,  b.  16  Oct.,  1797,  in  Washington. 

28.  Nancy,  b.  24  May,  1803,  in  Washington;  d.  4  April,  1804. 

29.  Benjamin  F.,  b.  10  Feb.,  1805,  in  Washington;  resided  in  Kal¬ 

amazoo,  Mich.;  d.  in  the  Civil  War. 

9.  James  Lesslie  was  born  in  Rowley,  10  March, 
1761,  and  married  in  Bradford,  Mass.,  —  Feb.,  1780 
(CH.  RD.  1781),  Hannah  Blaisdell,  and  lived  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  N.  H. 

Children  of  James  and  Hannah  Lesslie : — 

30.  John,  b.  3  April,  1781,  in  Bradford. 

31.  Jonathan,  b.  11  Aug.,  1784,  in  Washington. 

32.  Walker  C.,  b.  28  May,  1787,  in  Washington. 

33.  Roxanna,  b.  4  July,  1789,  in  Washington;  m.  a  Miller;  d.  in 

Flatbush,  N.  Y. 

34.  Cyrus,  b.  12  Nov.,  1791,  in  Washington;  m.  Hannah  - ; 

lived  in  Lowell,  Mieh.,  and  had  Hannah,  Irene,  Martha, 
James,  Mary,  Sophronia,  Cynthia,  Walker,  and  Nancy 
Jane,  b.  8  Feb.,  1834,  who  m.  at  North  Bend,  Philip  Kring, 
a  lawyer,  of  Mayfield,  county  Fulton,  N.  T. . 

35.  Irene,  b. - . 

36.  James,  b.  1798,  in  Acworth;  in  War  of  1812  when  about  18 

years  old.;  m.,  when  about  40  years  old,  Eliza  Chadwick, 
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and  had  (a)  Mary,  who  d.  y. ;  (b)  Abigail,  who  m.  a  Har> 
vie,  lived  in  Northheld,  N.  Y.,  had  one  dan.,  who  m.  and 
d.;  (c)  Charles,  who  was  in  the  war  and  d.  in  California; 
(d)  Waker,  in  lumber  trade  in  N.  T.  State;  (e)  Eliza,  b.  11 
April,  1854,  in  Benson  Centre,  county  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  m. 
at  Cranberry  Creek,  N.  Y.,  John  Henry  Schulz,  a  farmer, 
and  had  a  child  that  d.  in  Oakland  three  years  before  she 
wrote;  (f)  James,  of  Jacksonville,  Florida;  (g)  Frank,  liv¬ 
ing  in  Minneapolis,  1913;  (h)  William. 

10.  Jonathan  Lesslie  was  born  in  Rowley,  5  June, 
1763,  and  died  there  5  Nov.,  1771.  Miss  Sarah  Shedd’s 
poem,  recited  at  some  occasion  in  Washington,  reads  : 
All  Mr.  Lesslie’s  children  sleep  in  hallowed  ground  within 
the  town  limits.  Jonathan  was  buried  in  the  “  Line- 
brook  Cemetery,”  land  leased  for  999  years  in  Rowley- 
Linebrook  (see  above),  but  Mr.  J.  Coggin  Conant  informs 
me  that  all  the  burials  there  were  removed.  This  is  not 
“  The  Old  Cemetery,”  Ipswich-Linebrook. 

11.  William  Lesslie  was  born  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  4 
Aug.,  1766.  He  married  27  Feb.,  1791,  Mary  Chase, 
born  17  Aug.,  1773,  to  Samuel,  3d,  and  Elizabeth  (Leet) 
Chase  of  Cornish,  N.  H.,  and  resided  there  for  a  time. 
Samuel,  3d,  her  father,  was  a  first  settler  and  a  Revolu¬ 
tionary  soldier.  Mary  died  28  June,  1797,  aged  23 
years.  William’s  sister,  Mehitable,  then  for  a  while  kept 
house  for  him.  He  married  again,  and  his  second  wife, 
Sarah,  died  27  May,  1828.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  and  was  skillful  with  all  kinds  of  mechanic’s  tools. 
He  invented  or  improved  many  implements  of  home  in¬ 
dustry,  and  Aunt  Esther  (No.  96)  compliments  the  Less¬ 
lie  cheese-press  as  a  success.  The  invention  of  cut  nails 
is  ascribed  to  him,  and  it  is  certain  that  William  Lesslie 
of  Ticonderoga,  county  Essex,  N.  Y.,  blacksmith,  sold,  7 
Feb.,  1814,  to  his  son  Samuel  C.  Lesslie,  of  Claremont, 
N.  H.,  husbandman,  for  $500,  a  certain  “  nail  shop  ”  and 
machinery  thereto  belonging,  in  Beverly,  county  Essex, 
Mass.  He  acknowledged  the  sale  the  same  day,  Claremont, 
N.  H.,  7  Feb.,  1814,  and  the  deed  was  received  for  record 
at  Salem,  Mass.,  21  Nov.,  1814. 

Aunt  Esther  writes :  Grandfather  never  went  west 
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further  than  New  York.  He  lived  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hudson  river,  not  far  from  Albany ;  there  Mary  Ann  was 
drowned,  three  years  old.  He  was  at  our  house  when 
brother  John  was  a  few  weeks  old.  His  wife  had  died 
the  May  before.  He  got  places  for  all  his  children  before 
he  came  to  Salem.  His  declining  years  Avere  spent  in 
and  around  Boston.  Father  visited  and  found  all  his 
half-brothers  and  sisters,  except  Catherine,  whose  family 
had  moved  some  distance  away, — after  his  return  from 
Salem  to  Claremont,  in  1829.  One  of  the  half-brothers, 
she  wrote,  was  a  painter  in  Syracuse. 

Children  of  William  and  Mary  Lesslie : — 

37.  Samuel  Chase,  b.  17  Sept.,  1791.  at  Cornish. 

38.  Mart,*  b. - 

39.  Elizabeth  B.,*  b.  18  Nov.,  1793,  or  16  March,  1794. 

40.  George,  b.  14  April,  1796;  d.  13  Sept.,  1819. 

Children  of  William  and  Sarah  Lesslie: — 

41.  William  H.,  b.  10  May,  1814. 

42.  Mart  Ann,  b.  13  April,  1816;  d.  22  May,  1819;  drowned  in  the 

Hudson  river. 

43.  James  P.,  b.  28  Nov.,  1817. 

44.  George  C.,  b.  5  May,  1820. 

45.  Sarah  Ann,  b.  30  March,  1822. 

40.  Catharine,  b.  24  April,  1824. 

47.  Margaret  Amanda,  b.  19  March,  1826. 

12.  Hephzibah  Lesslie  was  born  in  Rowley,  19 
March,  1770.  She  married  Isaac  French  of  Washington, 
N.  H.,  who  was  born  22  Dec.,  1765,  to  Elijah  and  Mary 
(Clark)  French  of  Braintree,  Mass.  They  settled  in 
Washington,  where  he  died  7  July,  1816,  and  she  10 
April,  1864,  aged  94  years. 

Children  of  Isaac  and  Hephzibah  French  : — 

48.  Hephzibah,  b.  25  Nov.,  1789;  d.  6  Sept.,  1821. 

49.  Polly,  b.  28  Nov.,  1791;  d.  Sept.,  1832. 

60.  Lucinda,  b.  17  Jan.,  1794;  d.  9  Dec.,  1876. 

51.  Susan,  b.  1  Feb.,  1795;  d.  31  Jan.,  1825. 

52.  Abigail,  b.  3  Jan.,  1796;  d.  30  Aug.,  1833. 

63.  Gardner  L.,  b.  21  Feb.,  1800;  d.  26  April,  1822. 

*These  two  names  are  probably  the  same  person.  Mary  Elizabeth 
(diminutive  Betsey)  was  a  common  combination  of  those  days. 
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54.  Sally,  b.  1  Nov.,  1802;  d.  9  Dec.,  1834. 

65.  Habvet  a.,  b.  12  Oct.,  1804;  d.  at  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico. 

56.  Sylvia,  b.  3  May,  1807. 

57.  Lutheb  M.,  b.  11  Sept.,  1809;  d.  26  Dec.,  1833. 

These  children  all  married. 

13.  Joseph  Lesslie  was  born  in  Rowley,  28  Feb., 
1774.  He  married,  26  Nov.,  1801,  Rebecca  Farrington. 
He  was  a  teacher  and  farmer,  and  resided  in  Claremont, 
then  in  Cornish,  where  he  died  10  April,  1852,  and  his 
wife  14  April,  1851,  aged  66  years.  He  was,  sometime 
after  1812,  employed  by  Hon.  William  Jarvis  as  shepherd. 
Mr.  Jarvis  was  eight  years  Consul  General  to  Spain  under 
Jefferson,  during  which  time  he  sent  a  number  of  speci¬ 
mens  of  the  Spanish  merino  breed  of  sheep  to  this  coun¬ 
try  at  places  between  Maine  and  Pennsylvania.  At  the 
close  of  his  term  he  brought  home  with  him  a  good-sized 
flock,  and  at  Weathersfield,  Vt.,  began  raising  and  intro¬ 
ducing  the  breed  country-wide.  Mr.  Lesslie’s  ability 
commended  him  to  the  position  of  head  shepherd. 

Children  of  Joseph  and  Rebecca  Lesslie,  born  in  Clare¬ 
mont,  the  last  three  in  Cornish  : — 

68.  Mehitable  Almiba,  b.  10  April,  1803. 

59.  Geoboe  William  Henby,  b.  29  April,  1804. 

60.  Elviba  Matilda,  b.  13  March,  1806;  m.  Sylvanus  Harlow; 

lived  in  Cornish  ;  left  issue, 
ei.  Alonzo  Ranson,  b.  6  March,  1808. 

62.  Palmiba  Melinda,  b.  20  Feb.,  1810. 

63.  Pbudenoe  Mabia,  b.  27  April,  1812;  m.  (1)  Horace  Goodhue; 

(2)  S.  B.  Pattee,  and  lived  in  Enfield,  N.  H.  She  had  no 
children — [Lowell  ree.  Horace  Goodhue  m.  Patience  Risby, 
b.  in  Lowell.] 

64.  Habbison,  b.  27  June,  1814. 

65.  Eliakim  Stephen,  b.  19  Feb.,  1816;  was  a  saddler  in  Haver¬ 

hill,  N.  H.,  and  Parishville,  N.  Y.;  m.  (1)  Marion  Blaisdell, 
and  had  two  daughters,  Helen,  who  m.  a  Pease  and  had 
two  sons:  Leslie  (M.  D.,  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.),  and  Lutie;  and 
Julia,  who  m.  a  Gwin  and  had  Marion  and  Allenette;  m.  (2) 

Frances - ,  and  had  Mattie  and  Bertha,  who  m.  a  Jones, 

and  lived  in  Parishville.  N.  Y. 

66.  Thomas  Hobaoe  Goodhue,  b.  5  Feb.,  1818. 

67.  Joseph  Lucius,  b.  15  Sept.,  1821. 
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68.  Cbables  Edwin,  b.  22  Jane,  1823. 

69.  Nobman  Leboy,  b.  8  Aug.,  1825;  was  a  dentist  in  Leominster, 

Mass.;  m.  Sarah  Woodbury,  and  adopted  a  daughter  Laura. 

14.  Mehitable  Lesslie  was  born  in  Rowley,  Mass., 
5  Sept.,  1778,  and  married  John  Pressy  of  Claremont. 
They  had  children  :  Lucinda ;  Emeline,  who  married  a 
Dean  ;  and  Malvina  Amanda,  born  26  Oct.,  1811.  This, 
says  Aunt  Esther,  was  the  girl  that  father  brought  up — 
she  was  his  cousin. 

17.  Hannah  Lesslie  was  born  26  Sept.,  1789.  She 
married,  3  March,  1814,  John  Hartshorn  of  Henniker  and 
lived  there.  She  was  living  in  1880.  Her  husband  died 
27  July,  1863. 

Children  of  John  and  Hannah  Hartshorn : — 

70.  Levi,  b.  2  June,  1815;  m.  7  Sept.,  1841,  Maria  Needham  of 

Middleborough,  N.  H.;  lived  in  Washington;  manufac¬ 
turer  of  woolen  goods,  treasurer  of  Sullivan  county,  1873- 
1875,  deacon  of  Congregational  church  from  6  May,  1853, 
legislator,  1874  ;  no  childreu. 

71.  WoBCESTEB,  b.  23  March,  1817;  m.  14  Nov.,  1842,  Sarah  Wood- 

worth  of  South  Boston ;  locomotive  engineer,  first  ensign 
of  grenadiers.  Congregational  deacon  from  19  Feb.,  1855, 
till  his  death,  13  Jan.,  1880;  his  wife  d.,  leaving  children: 
Sarah  Frances,  George  Edgar,  Emma  Jane,  Mary  Elizabeth. 

72.  Lobin  (twin),  d.  3  Sept.,  1820. 

72a.  Lucinda  (twin);  m.  10  Oct.,  1848,  S.  Churchill  of  Nashua. 

73.  Eliza,  b.  7  May,  1822;  unm.,  1880. 

74.  Caboline  C.  (twin),  b.  16  Feb.,  1828;  m.  Alonzo  Lull  of 

Unity. 

74a.  Hibam  C.  (twin),  b.  16  Feb.,  1828;  d.  1  Jan.,  1832. 

75.  Mabia,  b.  1  Dec.,  1830;  m.  21  Oct.,  1852,  J.  M.  Perkins  of 

Unity. 

76.  Cassandba,  b.  25  June,  1833;  unm.,  1880. 

18.  David  Lesslie  was  born  in  Henniker,  7  May, 
1792,  and  married  there,  10  May,  1818,  Patty  Greenfield 
of  the  same  place.  He  enlisted,  at  Henniker,  as  private, 
in  Capt.  Benjamin  Bradford's  company.  Col.  McCobb’s 
45th  U.  S.  infantry,  from  6  Nov.,  1812,  to  15  Dec.,  1813. 
He  re-enlisted  30  June,  1812,  and  had  $200  bounty;  en¬ 
listed  a  third  time,  15  Dec.,  1813,  for  one  year.  He  was 
in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  and  was  discharged  at 
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Sackett’s  Harbor,  N.  Y.  A  warrant  was  issued,  16  Nov., 
1852,  to  David,  for  160  acres  of  bounty  laud,  on  account 
of  the  above  service,  and  he  was  allowed  a  pension,  17 
April,  1871,  when  he  was  seventy-eight  and  a  resident  of 
Johnson  township,  county  Lagrange,  Ind.  They  were 
living  in  Warner,  N.  H.,  in  1880,  having  had,  as  per  his¬ 
tory  of  the  town,  several  children,  but  I  find  only  this  one. 

Child  of  David  and  Patty  Lesslie : — 

77.  Chablbs  W.,  b.  about  1819. 

19.  George  Washington  Lesslie  was  born  in  Hen- 
niker,  N.  H.,  31  March,  1794.  He  married,  first,  22 
Feb.,  1821,  Gratia  Ann  Bartlett.  His  second  marriage 
was  in  Cornish,  N.  H.,  14  Sept.,  1824,  to  Lucy  Stearns, 
both  of  Cornish.  She  died  28  June,  1861,  in  Meridian, 
Mich.  He  married,  third,  in  Warner,  N.  H.,  12  Feb., 
1863,  Orra  Me  Alpine,  born  in  Hopkinton,  N.  H.,  13  May, 
1814,  to  Daniel,  a  farmer,  and  Abigail  (Gould")  McAlpine. 
She  died  1  March,  1894,  aged  79  years,  9  months,  19  days. 

He  enlisted  in  Capts.  Bradford’s  and  Flander’s  compa¬ 
nies,  45th  regiment,  U.  S.  infantry',  from  1  March,  1812, 
to  31  May,  1813,  and  from  1  June,  1813,  to  30  April, 
1814.  George  Lesslie  enlisted  1  April,  1813,  and  28 
Feb.,  1814,  for  one  year.  He  was  discharged  at  Sackett’s 
Harter.  A  warrant  was  issued  to  him  11  Feb.,  1851, 
for  160  acres  of  bounty  land  for  the  service.  He  died  2 
Nov.,  1886,  and  his  widow  Orra  was  allowed  a  pension, 
on  her  application,  dated  11  Nov.,  1886,  when  she  was 
seventy -two,  and  a  resident  of  Warner. 

Children  of  George  and  Gratia  A.,  Lucy,  and  Orra 
Lesslie : — 

78.  Gbatia  Ann,  b.  9  May,  1825,  in  Cornish;  d.  19  Aug.,  1901. 

She  m.,  25  Sept.,  1845,  Emery  Hardy,  a  farmer,  who  was  b. 
in  Hopkinton,  N.  H.,  to  Ozias  Hardy,  12  July,  1821,  and  d. 
in  Meridian,  Mich.,  10  Aug.,  1881.  Children: — (a)  Lucy 
Maria,  b.  27  July,  1846,  in  Warner,  N.  H.,  and  d.  6  Feb., 
1906;  (b)  George  Edson,  b.  30  June,  1848,  in  Warner;  (c) 
Charles  Freeman,  b.  16  Sept.,  1850,  in  Warner;  (d)  Clara 
Ann,  b.  24  Oct.,  1858,  in  Meridian,  Mich.;  (e)  George  Ed¬ 
son,  lived  in  Haslett,  county  Ingraham,  Mich.,  and  (says 
David  Leslie)  d.  in  Leslie,  same  county,  a  few  years  ago, 
for  whom  the  town  was  named. 
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79.  Mahala,  b.  6  March,  1828,  in  Cornish;  d.  16  March,  1908,  in 

Warner.  She  was  Lucy  (Stearns')  daughter.  She  m.,  in 
Hopkinton,  Lemuel  Hardy,  who  was  b.  24  Aug.,  1817,  in 
Warner,  and  d.  there  13  Feb.,  1900.  He  was  a  farmer,  and 
son  of  Silas  and  Katie  (Kimball).  Children: — (a)  Ira 
Joseph,  b.  18  May,  1852,  who  m.  13  May,  1881,  Celia  F. 
Getchell,  who  d.  29  Aug.,  1908,  in  Contoocook,  N.H.  They 
had  three  children:  (1)  Emma  Addie,  b.  5  March,  1883; 
d.  22  Nov.,  1902;  m.  31  Nov.,  1899,  Fred  J.  Chase;  had 
Emily  Althea,  b.  14  April,  1901;  (2)  Elsie  Belle,  b.  9  Dec., 
1890,  d.  7  May,  1891;  (3)  Elsie  Belle,  b.  24  Ang.,  1893;  m.  22 
May,  1912,  Wm.  F.  Hale,  (b)  Addie,  b.  24  Sept.,  1858;  d. 
24  Nov.,  1861.  (c)  William,  b.  13  May,  1863;  d.  24  Aug.,  1892. 

80.  William  Henry,  b.  7  May,  1832,  in  Cornish. 

81.  Nelson  Daniel,  b.  15  July,  1835,  in  Cornish;  enlisted  in 

Meridian,  Mich.,  14  Sept.,  1861,  as  private  in  Co.  B,  2nd  U.  S. 
sharp-shooters,  and  served  till  3  Jan.,  1862,  when  he  d. 
in  the  regimental  hospital  at  Washington,  D.  C.  He  never 
married. 

82.  Lorenzo  Buell,  b.  about  1840. 

83.  Joseph,  b.  in  Cornish;  d.  in  Warner,  aged  10  or  12  years. 

27.  David  Lesslie  was  born  in  Washington,  N.  H., 
16  Oct.,  1797.  From  that  date  to  his  23d  year,  when  he 
was  licensed  to  preach,  we  find  no  recorded  knowledge 
of  his  life — what  school  he  attended,  or  Bible  Institute  ; 
by  whom  he  was  licensed,  and  where  he  preached  the  first 
two  years ;  when  and  where  he  married ;  where  his  chil¬ 
dren  were  born,  save  one.  Searching  therein  is  like  St. 
Paul’s  asymtote  (2  Tim.,  3 :  7),  “  ever  learning,  and  never 
able  to  come  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth.” 

We  know,  however,  that  the  baby  David  was  contem¬ 
poraneous  three  years  with  his  grandfather,  and  probably 
in  the  same  house.  It  is  not  all  imagination  that  the 
aged  man  often  prayed  a  divine  afflatus  to  crown  his 
grandson’s  pliant  life.  Later,  no  doubt,  the  boy  had 
access  to  the  college  books  of  his  grandfather,  and  still 
later  he  may  have  attended  school ;  several  of  the  older 
academies  report  that  his  name  is  not  on  their  lists  of 
students.  Wilbraham  Academy,  Gaylord  W.  Douglass, 
head-master,  reports  as  the  others,  and  adds  :  “  Wilbra¬ 
ham  Academy  was  first  started  at  Newmarket,  N.  H.,  in 
1817,  and  continued  there  till  1824,  when  it  was  moved 
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to  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  where  Jason  Lee  was  a  student  in 
1830.  Mr.  Leslie  may  have  studied  at  Newmarket,  but 
we  have  no  record  of  the  400  students  enrolled  there 
between  1817  and  1823.” 

The  Newmarket  institution  was  located  about  sixty 
miles  across  the  State,  was  known  among  the  people  as 
“The  New  England  Conference  School,”  and  appears  to 
have  been  very  popular.  This  school  may  have  been  the 
strong  influence  that  carried  young  David  from  the 
Presbyterianism  of  his  grandfather  to  the  Methodism  of 
Wesley  and  Whitefield. 

Entering  now  the  province  of  records  and  facts,  we 
find  in  Rev.  Nathan  F.  Carter’s  “  New  Hampshire  Native 
Ministry,”  that  Mr.  Lesslie  preached  in  Canada,  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  Massachusetts,  before  joining  the  Mission  of 
Oregon,  and  that  the  following  itineraries  in  the  States 
were  his : — 

Mr.  Lesslie  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1820,  but  where 
he  labored  the  first  two  years  following  we  have  no 
knowledge.  In  1822,  June  29,  he  was  admitted,  on  trial, 
a  member  of  the  New  England  Conference  at  Bath,  Me., 
and  was  appointed  to  the  itinerancy  of  Barre,  Vt.  The 
next  year,  1823,  he  was  appointed  to  Athens,  Vt  In 
1824,  June  22  or  27,  he  was  ordained  deacon,  by  Bishop 
Hedding,  at  Barnard,  Vt.,  and  was  appointed  to  the  itin¬ 
erancy  of  Craftsbury  and  Derby,  with  the  assignment  of 
Justin  Spaulding  as  an  assistant.  In  1825,*  he  was  re¬ 
turned  to  Barre.  In  1826,  June  11,  he  was  ordained 
Elder,  by  Bishop  George,  at  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  appointment  to  Brookfield,  Vt.,  with  George 
Southerland  as  an  assistant.  In  1827  and  8  he  was  itin¬ 
erant  at  Moretown,  Vt.  In  1829  and  30  he  was  super¬ 
numerary,  and  so  finished  his  preaching  service  in  that 
State.  Of  these  years,  1829-30,  and  those  above,  1820, 
1821,  his  labors  are  not  recorded ;  but  if  he  labored  in 
Canada  (and  there  is  very  slight  doubt  of  it),  it  must  have 
been  during  one  of  these  periods  or  both. 

*E.  E.  Leslie,  Esq.,  of  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.,  wrote  that  Mr.  Lesslie 
was  made  a  Mason  by  Rural  Lodge,  No.  66,  of  Plainfield,  Vt., 
“initiated”  24  Nov.,  1825;  “passed”  29  Dec.,  1825;  “raised”  26 
Jan.,  1826. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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The  name  of  this  portion  of  Salem,  in  1700,  has  been 
called  “  Groton  ”,  because  that  was  the  name  given  by 
Emanuel  Downing  to  his  great  farm  of  more  than  three 
hundred  acres  which  is  included  in  this  area.  The  terri¬ 
tory  included  in  this  article  is  two  and  a  quarter  miles  in 
length,  nearly  one  and  one-half  miles  in  width,  and  has  an 
area  of  three  and  one-third  square  miles.  It  extends  east 
and  west  from  one  hundred  rods  easterly  from  Proctor’s 
crossing  to  the  West  Peabody  junction  railroad  station 
and  southerly  and  northerly  from  about  Forest  street  to 
about  Andover  street  (formerly  the  Andover  turnpike). 

The  southern  line  of  Salem  Village  is  shown  by  the 
broken  line. 

The  ancient  Ipswich  road,  laid  out  in  1643,  runs  across 
the  eastern  end.  This  is  now  known  by  two  names,  that 
part  running  northeasterly  from  Proctor’s  crossing  as 
Prospect  street,  and  that  running  southerly  from  Proc¬ 
tor’s  crossing  as  the  Ipswich  road  in  1740,  and  later  as 
Lowell  street.  What  is  now  called  Prospect  street  was 
known  as  the  country  road  in  1700 ;  and  was  called  Pros¬ 
pect  street  as  early  as  1882. 

Lowell  street  was  called  ye  highway,  in  1681 ;  the  path 
leading  from  the  county  road  unto  Anthony  Needham’s, 
in  1700 ;  ye  country  road,  in  1701  ;  the  highway  leading 
from  Anthony  Needham’s  unto  Salem  Towne,  in  1701 ; 
the  town  highway  that  leads  from  Salem  to  Captain 
Flint’s,  in  1721;  the  highway  leading  to  Joseph  Pope’s, 
in  1734 ;  Reading  road,  in  1740  ;  the  road  leading  from 
Salem  to  Reading,  in  1802 ;  the  road  leading  to  Salem, 
in  1805;  the  road  leading  from  Reading  to  Salem,  in 
1806 ;  the  county  road,  in  1808 ;  and  Lowell  street  as 
early  as  1858. 
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Forest  street  is  an  old  road;  and  was  called  the  coun¬ 
try  road  or  highway,  in  1733  ;  the  highway  leading  from 
Zachariah  King's  to  George  Sonthwick's,  in  1799;  the 
road  or  highway  leading  from  Zachariah  King's,  in  Dan¬ 
vers,  to  I^ynnfield,  in  1800  ;  and  Forest  street  in  1882. 

The  street  up  Mount  Pleasant  is  called  Felton  street. 

There  was  early  a  way  between  Forest  and  Lowell 
streets,  shown  on  the  map  by  broken  parallel  lines,  which 
was  known  as  Cutler’s  way  in  1729. 

Proctor’s  brook  was  called  the  fulling-mill  brook  in 
1740,  and  is  generall)'  known  as  Proctor’s  brook. 

The  western  portion  of  the  lot  of  John  Felton  and 
others  is  on  the  highest  part  of  what  is  now  known  as 
Mount  Pleasant.  It  was  formerly  called  Hog  hill,  being, 
perhaps,  a  hog  pasture  in  early  times.  It  is  one  of  the 
few  hills  of  original  Salem  which  are  more  than  two 
hundred  feet  in  height  above  sea  level. 

The  location  of  the  Boston  and  Newburyport  turnpike, 
laid  out  in  1804,  is  shown  on  the  plan  by  parallel  dotted 
lines. 

Charles  Batoning  Farm  (“  Groton'').  The  town  of 
Salem  granted  three  hundred  acres  of  land  to  Robert 
Cole  Dec.  21,  1635,  in  the  following  words :  “  That  m*’ 

Cole  shall  haue  a  farme  of  three  bundreth  acres  in  the 
place  where  his  catle  are  by  Brooksby,  And  Captaine 
Traske  &  y®  rest  of  the  Surveyors  are  to  lay  it  out  and 
bound  y*  according  to  y'  discretion,  pvided  in  Case  m” 
Cole  be  disposed  to  pte  w***  y*  by  Sale  that  he  make  his 
first  pro[fer]  vnto  the  towne  vpon  reasonable  tearmes  be¬ 
fore  he  offer  y*  vnto  any  other.”*  A  week  later  the 
town  “  Granted  vnto  Robt  Cole  his  heires  and  assignees 
three  hundreth  acres  of  land  whereof  fortye  acr[es]  is 
Marshe  fitt  to  be  mowed  lying  and  lieing  abou[t]  3  myles 
from  Salem  West  ward  vpon  a  freshe  w[ater]  brooke 
called  the  North  brooke.”*  This  included  the  Roger 
Morey  land. 

Mr.  Cole  sold  this  farm  to  Emanuel  Downing  of  Salem 
before  July  16,  1638,  when  the  town  granted  to  Mr. 
Downing  one  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  southwest 

*Salein  Town  Records,  volume  I,  page  11  (printed).  y 
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side  of  Mr.  Cole’s  farm,  “  next  vnto  Roger  Maury  his 
farme.”*  Oct.  17th  following  the  town  of  Salem  passed 
the  following  vote :  “  Whereas  there  was  graunted  to 

M'  Enianuell  Downinge  one  hund.  acres  of  land  adioyn- 
ing  to  M""  Coles  farme  w®**  hee  purchased  lying  on  the 
Southwest  side  of  the  said  ffarme,  next  vnto  Roger 
Maury  his  farme.  The  towne  hath  thought  good  to 
graunt  to  the  said  M^  Emanuell  Downinge  one  hund. 
acres  of  land  one  the  north  side  of  the  said  ffarme  pur¬ 
chased  of  M'  Coles,  next  adioyning  to  the  said  farme 
whereby  the  ffarme  may  be  comodious  to  him.  And  the 
former  Graunt  of  one  hund.  acres  is  reversed.”! 

Dec.  27,  1638,  the  town  of  Salem  passed  the  following 
vote :  “  Whereas  there  were  former  graunts  of  Land  to 

M'  Emanuel  Downinge  of  ffiue  hundred  acres  neere  vnto 
M"'  [Humphreys]  ||  Bishops  |  ffarme  &  one  hundred  there¬ 
of  taken  in  exchange  of  one  hundred  acres  to  be  added 
to  that  ffarme  w'**  hee  purchased  of  M"^  Coles,  the  said  M' 
Downing  finding  the  said  ffarme  vnfitt  for  husbandry  in 
regard  of  want  of  plow  land,  we  haue  vpon  his  request 
graunted  vnto  him  one  hundred  acres  more  to  be  adioyned 
to  the  said  ffarme  whereby  hee  may  be  encouraged  to 
plowing,  for  w®**  hundred  acres  hee  doth  hereby  resigne 
vp  vnto  the  towne  one  hund.  acres  more  of  his  ffirst 
graunt  of  500  acres  so  that  there  is  now  remayning  vnto 
AF  Downing  but  300  acres  thereof.”^ 

Mr.  Downing  named  this  estate  “  Groton.”  William 
Flint  lived  upon  it  about  1648  ;§  and  his  son  Thomas 
Flint  lived  here  from  1649  to  1653.||  John  Proctor  of 
Salem  hired  and  lived  upon  the  farm  from  about  1666 
until  his  execution  for  witchcraft  in  1692.  Thomas  Pres¬ 
ton  subsequently  lived  upon  it.  Benjamin  Proctor  then 
possessed  it  until  Sept.  13,  1700,  when  Thorndike  Proctor 
of  Salem,  yeoman,  bought  it  of  Charles  Downing  of  Lon¬ 
don,  England,  esquire,  grandson  of  Emanuel  Downing, 

•Salem  Town  Records,  volume  I,  page  71  (printed). 

tSalem  Town  Records,  volume  I,  page  72  (printed). 

(Salem  Town  Records,  volume  I,  page  76  (printed). 

§  Essex  County  Quarterly  Court  Records  and  Files,  volume  I,  page 
213;  Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  15,  leaf  5. 

II  Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  15,  leaf  6. 
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who  had  died.*  In  this  conveyance,  the  estate  is  described 
as  a  farm  of  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  Salem,  “  upon 
or  near  a  fresh  water  brooke  Commonly  Called  the  north 
brooke  in  the  prefent  tenure  and  Occupation  of  Benjamin 
Procter  his  afsigne  or  afsignes  now  being  and  was  for¬ 
merly  the  farme  of  Emanuel  Downing  of  Salem  aforesaid 
Gent  Deceafed  Grandfather  of  the  Said  Charles  Downing 
purchafed  by  the  Said  Emanuel  Downing  of  one  Robert 
Cole  vnto  whome  the  Same  was  gmnted  by  the  Said 
town  of  Salem,”  in  1635,  bounded  “  Southeasterly  in 

part  with  the  land  of  Joseph  Horne  and  partly  by  - 

Reeds  ffarme  from  a  Stump  Standing  on  the  South  Side 
of  the  brooke  unto  a  black  Oake  being  a  bound  marke 

between  the  said  -  Reeds  ffaraie  and  the  lands  of 

James  Howlton  northeasterly  with  the  Common  lands  of 
the  Said  towne  of  Salem  from  the  aforesaid  black  oake 
tree  unto  a  black  oake  Stump  on  the  northerly 
Corner  bf  the  Said  ffarme  and  from  thence  South- 
westward  unto  a  white  oak  tree  Standing  on  the 
Rocks  and  from  thence  northwestward  unto  a  Swamp 
white  oake  Stump  Standing  about  twenty  Poles  on 
the  northerly  Side  of  the  way  leading  to  Anthony 
Neadhams  and  from  thence  South  westward  unto  a  white 
oak  tree  standing  Southerly  from  the  meadow  and  from 
thence  Southeasterly  unto  a  dry  blacke  oake  tree  and 
from  thence  near  the  Same  Courfe  unto  a  white  Oake  tree 
and  from  thence  unto  the  first  bounds  mentioned  to  wit — 
the  Stump  Standing  on  the  Southerly  Side  of  the  brooke,” 
with  all  houses,  buildings,  etc.,  thereto  appertaining ;  also, 
the  one  hundred  acres  of  land  granted  by  the  selectmen 
of  Salem  to  my  grandfather  Emanuel  Downing  July  16, 
1638,  “  next  adjoyning  the  abouefaid  ffarme  lying  on  the 
Southwest  Side  thereof  next  unto  Roger  Morey’s  ffarme 
and  ...  all  other  lands  granted  by  the  Select  men  of  the 
Said  towne  of  Salem  to  Ij'e  adjoyning  to  the  Said  ffarme.”f 

Samuel  Stone  Lot.  Francis  Skerry  of  Salem,  husband¬ 
man,  owned  this  lot  Dec.  26,  1662,  when  he  conveyed  it 
to  William  King  and  Robert  Stone,  both  of  Salem. Mr. 

*Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  1.5,  leaves  5  and  6;  book  17,  leaf  7. 

tEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  17,  leaf  7. 

tEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  6,  leaf  78. 
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King  died  in  1684  ;  and  his  widow  and  executrix,  Kath¬ 
erine  King,  for  nineteen  pounds,  conveyed  Mr.  King’s 
one-half  of  the  lot  to  her  nephew,  Samuel  Stone  of  Salem, 
bricklayer,  eldest  son  of  her  said  brother  Robert  Stone, 
Feb.  10,  1693-4.*  Robert  Stone  died  in  the  spring  of 
1690 ;  and  in  the  division  of  his  estate,  Feb.  6,  1693-4, 
the  deceased’s  undivided  half  of  this  lot  was  assigned  to 
his  said  son  Samuel.  Samuel  Stone  thus  became  the 
owner  of  the  entire  lot,  which  was  his  in  1700. 

Samuel  Cutler  Lot.  This  lot  of  thirty  acres  was 
granted  by  the  town  of  Salem  to  Samuel  Cutler  “  neare 
Jn®  Ing^sons  and  franc  Nurce  their  farmes  in  Conf  id'acon 
yt  Land  form^ly  Graunted  to  his  p^derefor  Baxter  to- 
geather  with  an  Adicon  to  himfelue  wh  the  towne  feeth 
good  to  bestowe  on  himfelue,  and  what  is  Remay  [n]inge 
refferd  to  be  left  to  the  next  towne  meetinge  for  Zacharie 
Marsh,”  Sept.  12,  1668. f  Mr.  Cutler  owned  the  lot  in 
1700. 

Samuel  Frayl  Lot.  This  lot  was  conveyed  by  widow 
Susannah  Goose  of  Boston,  widow  Abigail  Hutchinson  of 
Boston,  John  Langdon  of  Boston,  sailmaker,  and  wife 
Sarah,  and  widow  Esther  Eastwick  of  Salem,  for  fifty 
pounds,  to  Samuel  Frayl  of  Salem,  wheelwright,  June  1, 
1678.}  Mr.  Frayl  owned  it  in  1700. 

John  Marth  Lot.  John  Marsh  owned  this  lot  of  land 
in  1660 ;  and  it  probably  became  the  property  of  his  son, 
John  Marsh,  after  his  death  in  the  autumn  of  1674.§ 
John  Marsh  owned  it  in  1700. 

William  Cedney  Lot.  This  lot  of  land  was  granted  by 
the  town  of  Salem  to  John  Gedney  Jan.  1,  1637-8,  in  the 
following  words :  “  Graunted  to  John  Gedney  80  acres 

of  land  whereof  six  acres  of  it  are  medow,  lying  neere  to 
M'  Gardner  &  is  to  be  layed  out  according  to  former 
order.” II  Mr.  Gedney  was  a  vintner,  and  lived  in  Salem. 
He  gave  this  lot  to  his  son  John  Gedney  of  Salem,  mari- 

*Essez  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  11,  leaf  63. 

tSalem  Town  Records,  volume  II,  page  106. 

}Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  18,  leaf  99. 

{See  deposition  of  Zachariab  Marsh,  son  of  the  first  John  Marsh, 
as  to  bounds  of  the  farm,  sworn  to  Sept.  14,  1685. — Essex  Regis¬ 
try  of  Deeds,  book  S,  leaf  ISt. 

IlSalem  Town  Records,  volume  I,  page  63  (printed). 
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ner,  by  deed,  Aug.  28,  1667.*  The  latter  died  in  1684, 
possessed  of  this  tract  of  land,  which  is  described  in  the 
inventory  of  his  estate  as  follows  :  “  80  acres  of  upland 

8  acres  of  medow  scituate  among  the  farmes.”  It  was 
then  valued  at  ninety  pounds.  His  son  Nathaniel  Gedney 
of  Salem,  mariner,  released  his  interest  in  it  to  the  latter’s 
brother  William  Gedney  of  Salem  Nov.  23,  1696.t  John 
Gedney’s  widow  Susannah  Gedney  was  appointed  admin¬ 
istratrix  of  his  estate,  and  afterward  married  Deliverance 
Parkman  of  Salem,  merchant.  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Parkman 
released  the  lot  to  her  son  William  Gedney  Sept.  18, 
1704.+ 

Charlet  Downing  Lot.  This  lot  of  land  was  granted  by 
the  town  of  Salem  to  Roger  Morey  June  25,  1638,  in  the 
following  words :  “  Graunted  to  Roger  Maury  a  stripe 

of  meadow  contayning  2  acres  &  halfe  or  thereebouts  & 
one  acre  &  a  halfe  or  thereabouts  of  vpland  lyinge 
betweene  the  tfarmes  of  Robt  Moulton  &  John  Gedney. ”§ 
Roger  Morey  removed  from  Salem  in  1642  or  1643,  and 
this  lot  came  into  the  possession  of  Emanuel  Downing. 
Nathaniel  Felton,  aged  eighty-five,  deposed  “y^soon  after 
Roger  Morrey  removed  from  Salem  w®**  was  before  y® 
year  1644  I”  heard  that  he  “had  sould  his  land  in  y® 
woods  unto  m'  Emanuel  Downing  ”  and  “  a  parcell  of 
upland  &  swamp  &  meadow  land  being  a  part  of  &  Be¬ 
longing  to  y*  s'*  Moneys  Land  and  lyeth  at  y®  westerly 
End  of  m^  Downings  farme  lying  in  y®  Township  of 
Salem  about,  3  miles  westerly  from  y®  town.”  I  “having 
lived  a  near  neighbour  to  s'*  farme  about  55  years  never 
heard  or  understood  y*  y®  s'*  morreys  land  was  claimed  or 
pofsefsed  but  only  by  y®  tenants  living  vpon  m®  Downings 
farme  in  y®  right  of  m'  Downing  as  belonging  to  his 
farme  &  to  my  certain  Knoledge  y®  Prockters  who  have 
Lined  upon  y®  s'*  Downings  farme  about  30  years  haue 
during  y®  time  of  their  abode  upon  the  said  farme  Im- 
proued  y*  said  Morreys  land  as  Belonging  to  m®  Down¬ 
ing.”  I  Samuel  Cutler,  sr.,  aged  about  seventy-one,  de- 

*Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  8,  leaf  20. 
tEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  11,  leaf  194. 
tEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  16,  leaf  186. 

§Salem  Town  Records,  volume  I,  page  71  (printed). 

UEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  15,  leaf  5. 
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posed  “  y*  in  severall  years  at  severall  times  before  y* 
year  ”  1652  “  I  wrought  with  William  fflint  upon  a  farm 
w***in  y®  township  of  salem  w®**  he  hired  of  m''  Emanuel 
Downing  lying  about  three  miles  westwardly  from  y* 
Town  &  I  then  heard  y*  Roger  Morrey  when  he  Remoued 
from  salem  sold  his  Land  in  y*  woods  vnto  m*^  Emanuel 
Downing  ”  and  “  a  certain  pcell  of  upland  swamp  &  mead¬ 
ow  on  y*  westward  end  of  s'*  farme  &  allso  a  percell  of 
meadow  lying  near  unto  moultons  &  aldermans  farme 
which  was  called  by  y®  name  of  moreys  land  was  y“ 
claimed  &  pofsefsed  by  y®  s'*  William  fflint  as  a  part  of 
m*'  Downings  farm  he  y"  lived  upon  &  which  hath  been 
pofsefsed  by  y®  Procters  as  tenants  for  above  thirty  years 
Last  past  &  I  never  Knew  it  claimed  or  pofsesd  by  any 
since  y®  year”  1649,  “  but  only  as  a  part  of  s'*  farm  by 
y*  tennants  living  upon  y®  same.”*  Em  Harwood,  aged 
seventy-two,  deposed  that  from  1649  to  1653  “  I  liued 
w***  Thomas  fflint  upon  a  farm  within  y*  Township  of 
salem  which  he  hired  of  m®  Emanuel  Downing  lying 
about  three  miles  westwardly  from  y®  town  &  I  then 
heard  y*  Roger  Morrey  when  he  removed  from  Salem  sold 
his  land  in  y®  woods  unto  m®  Emanuel  Downing  &  .  .  . 
y*  a  certain  pcell  of  upland  swamp  and  meadow  on  y® 
westwardly  End  of  y®  afores"*  farm  &  also  a  percell  of 
meadow  lying  near  unto  Moultons  &  Aldermans  farm  which 
was  called  by  y®  name  of  Morreys  land  was  then  claimed 
&  pofsefsed  by  y®  s'*  Thomas  Flint  as  a  part  of  m*’  Downings 
ffarme  he  then  Liued  on  &  w®**  y®  procters  as  Tenants 
have  lived  upon  for  above  thirty  years  last  past.”!  All  of 
these  witnesses  made  oath  to  their  statements  Sept.18, 1700. 

No  deed  of  this  lot  from  Mr.  Morey  is  known  to  exist. 
From  Emanuel  Downing  the  title  to  the  Downing  farm 
descended  to  his  grandson  Charles  Downing,  Esq.,  of 
London,  England.  In  the  latter’s  deed  of  that  farm  to 
Thorndike  Procter  of  Salem,  yeoman,  this  lot,  called 
three  acres  of  meadow,  was  included.  It  is  described  as 
lying  “  betwixt  the  lands  of  Robert  Moulton  and  Hum¬ 
phrey  French.”  The  date  of  this  deed  is  Sept.  13,  1700.^ 

*Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  15,  leaf  5. 

tEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  15,  leaf  6. 

tEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  17,  leaf  7. 
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Abel  Gardner  House.  This  lot  of  land  was  granted  by 
the  town  of  Salem  to  Thomas  Gardner,  for  one  hundred 
acres,  Feb.  20,  1636-7.*  Feb.  24,  1637-8,  “  Ther  is 
granted  vnto  M'  Gamer  an  adicion  of  land  to  his  farme 
to  make  it  vsefull  not  exceeding  20  acres.”!  At  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  selectmen  of  Salem,  Aug.  31,  1649,  there  was 
“  Granted  to  mr  Gardner  a  small  peece  of  medow  con¬ 
taining  about  an  acre  lying  vpon  the  north  side  of  his 
farme  adioyning  to  it.”!  Whether  these  last  two 
named  grants  of  land  were  ever  laid  out  to  Mr.  Gardner 
is  doubtful.  He  died  Dec.  29,  1674.  This  tract  of 
land  of  one  hundred  acres  was  then  valued  at  one  hun¬ 
dred  pounds.  His  sons,  Lt.  George  Gardner,  late  of 
Salem,  but  then  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  merchant,  and  Sam¬ 
uel  Gardner  of  Salem,  mariner,  as  executors  of  their 
father’s  will,  conveyed  this  land  to  Dr.  John  Swinerton 
of  Salem  July  19,  1678,§  and  Doctor  Swinerton  con¬ 
veyed  it  to  Samuel  Gardner  of  Salem,  mariner,  three  days 
later.  II  Samuel  Gardner  died  Oct.  — ,  1689,  having,  in 
his  will,  devised  this  farm  to  his  son  Lt.  Abel  Gardner. 
Lieutenant  Gardner  evidently  erected  the  house  that  sub¬ 
sequently  stood  upon  this  land.  It  was  similar  to  the 
George  Gardner  house  and  had  a  leanto.  He  lived  in 
Salem,  being  an  yeoman,  and  conveyed  one  half  of  the 
buildings  and  land  around  them  to  his  son  Thomas  Gardner 
of  Salem,  wheelwright  alias  husbandman,  March  28, 1729.^ 
Lt.  Abel  Gardner  died  Nov.  10,  1739,  possessed  of  the 
other  half  of  the  farm,  which  he  devised,  in  his  will,  to 
his  son  Abel  Gardner  of  Salem,  blacksmith.  This  half 
was  then  appraised  at  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  pounds. 
Abel  Gardner,  for  three  hundred  and  seventy  pounds, 
conveyed  this  half  of  the  farm  to  his  brother  Thomas 
Gardner,  who  owned  the  other  half,  April  1,  1742.** 
Thomas  Gardner  lived  here,  and  died  about  1753,  intes¬ 
tate.  The  farm,  then  including  one  hundred  and  twenty 

*Salem  Town  Records,  volume  I,  page  37  (printed). 
tSalem  Town  Records,  volume  I,  page  66  (printed). 
tSalem  Town  Records,  volume  1,  page  159  (printed). 

§  Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  5,  leaf  3. 

II  Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  6,  leaf  4. 
ilEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  78,  leaf  220. 

**£ssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  82,  leaf  115. 
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Anthony  Needham,  jr..  Home.  This  lot  belonged  to 
Anthony  Needham,  sr.,  of  Salem,  yeoman,  as  early  as 
1674,  being  the  westerly  portion  of  bis  homestead.  He 
conveyed  this  lot  to  his  son  Anthony  Needham,  jr.,  Dec. 
30,  1685.*  The  son  built  the  house  now  standing  upon 
the  lot  immediately.  It  is  a  fine  specimen  of  the  archi¬ 
tecture  of  that  period.  Mr.  Needham  lived  here  and  was 
a  yeoman.  He  died  in  the  winter  of  1151-S,  having,  in 
his  will,  devised  the  estate  to  his  son  Jasper  Needham. 
Jasper  Needham  died  April  3,  1794,  having,  in  his  will, 
devised  his  “  homestead  farm  ”  to  his  son  Stephen  Need¬ 
ham.  Stephen  Needham  died  Dec.  28,  1801,  having,  in 
his  will,  devised  to  his  son  Jasper  Needham  all  his  land 
and  buildings  in  Danvers,  subject  to  the  improvement  of 
one-half  of  it  by  his  widow  during  her  life.  Jasper 
Needham  died  June  26,  1807,  intestate.  The  homestead 
land  and  buildings  were  then  appraised  at  twenty-three 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars.  The  estate  came  into  the 
ownership  of  his  son  Elias  Needham,  who  died,  possessed 
of  it,  Feb.  27,  1885.  In  his  will  he  devised  it  to  his  son 
Joseph  Shed  Needham.  Joseph  S.  Needham  died  May 
29,  1900,  having,  in  his  will,  devised  the  ancient  house 
and  the  corner  of  his  homestead  where  the  bouse  stands 
to  his  daughter  Sarah  Jane  Clarkson  Needham.  Miss 
Needham  was  a  renowned  school  teacher,  and  died,  un¬ 
married,  Aug.  30,  1914,  possessed  of  the  estate.  In  her 
will,  she  devised  the  use  of  it  to  her  sisters,  Mrs.  Augusta 
L.  Arvedson  of  Peabody  and  Mrs.  Minna  P.  Brooks  of 
Haverhill,  for  their  lives,  and  at  the  death  of  the  survivor 
of  them  it  is  to  go  to  her  three  nieces,  Mary  Alice  Tay¬ 
lor,  Mattie  Brooks  and  Julia  Brooks  in  fee  simple. 

Isaac  Needham  Home.  This  lot  belonged  to  Anthony 
Needham  of  Salem,  yeoman,  as  early  as  1674.  He  con¬ 
veyed  it  to  his  son  Isaac  Needham  about  1690, f  though 
the  existence  of  the  deed  has  not  been  discovered.  Isaac 
built  a  house  upon  the  lot  immediately,  and  lived  here, 
being  a  husbandman.  He  conveyed  the  estate  to  his  son 
John  Needham  of  Salem,  husbandman,  April  1,  1740.t 
The  father  continued  to  live  there  until  his  decease  in 

*Es8ez  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  7,  leaf  61. 

tEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  79,  leaf  1. 
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1742.*  For  four  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  John 
Needham  conveyed  the  lot  and  buildings  to  Ebenezer 
Goodell  of  Salem,  innholder,  May  26,  1746.f  Mr.  Good- 
ale  became  a  farmer,  and  owned  the  house  and  land 
around  it  in  1750.  How  long  the  house  stood  after  that 
date  is  unknown  to  the  writer. 

Anthony  Needham,  sr..  House.  This  lot  was  a  part  of 
the  homestead  of  Anthony  Needham,  sr.,  as  early  as  1674. 
He  lived  in  the  house  which  stood  upon  this  lot. 

The  southern  corner  of  the  lot,  on  the  road,  within  the 
dashes,  was  early  the  property  of  John  Herod.  It  be¬ 
longed  to  Joseph  Procter  of  Ipswich  Nov.  5,  1681,  when 
he  conveyed  it  to  Anthony  Needham  and  from  that 
time  it  was  a  part  of  the  homestead  of  Mr.  Needham. 

Mr.  Needham  died  in  17 — ,  and  how  much  longer  the 
house  stood  is  unknown  to  the  writer. 

John  Proctor  House.  This  was  two-thirds  of  a  lot  of 
twenty-three  acres  of  land  which  was  early  the  property 
of  John  Herod.  It  belonged  to  Joseph  Proctor  of  Ipswich 
in  1681 ;  and  to  John  Proctor  of  Salem,  yeoman,  Jan.  10, 
1688-9,  when  the  latter  gave  a  deed  of  it,  with  his  house 
thereon,  to  his  wife  and  children. §  Soon  after  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Proctor,  for  alleged  witchcraft,  Aug.  19, 
1692,  his  body  was  brought  home  and  buried  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  this  lot.  ||  The  house  and  lot  were 
subsequently  owned  by  Mr.  Proctor’s  son  John.  The 
house  was  probably  gone  soon  after  1700. 

John  Felton  and  James  Houlton  Lot.  This  lot  was  a 
part  of  the  homestead  of  Anthony  Needham,  sr.,  as  early 
as  1674.  He  conveyed  it  to  John  Felton  and  James 
Houlton,  both  of  Salem,  Jan.  20,  1692-3.^ 

John  Felton,  John  Houlton,  Nathaniel  Felton,  jr.,  and 
Nathaniel  Felton,  sr.,  Lot.  This  lot  was  granted  by  the 
town  of  Salem  to  William  Giggles  before  Jan.  24, 1677-8, 
when  it  was  possessed  by  Nathaniel  Putnam  of  Salem, 

*Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  84,  leaf  71. 

tE^sex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  88,  leaf  113. 

lEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  6,  leaf  48. 

§Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  8,  leaf  123. 

IlSee  pamphlet  relative  to  the  burial  place  of  John  Proctor,  by 
William  P.  Upham. 

^Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  26,  leaf  231. 
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yeoman.*  Mr.  Putnam  conveyed  it  to  John  Felton, 
James  Houlton,  Nathaniel  Felton,  jr.,  and  Nathaniel  Fel¬ 
ton,  3d,  May  12,  1696  ;t  and  they  apparently  owned  it  in 
1700. 

Henry  Houlton  Home.  The  northwestern  two-fifths  of 
this  lot  was  conveyed  by  Joseph  Houlton,  sr.,  yeoman,  to 
his  son  Henry  Houlton  Sept.  22, 1694.J  Henry  Houlton 
bad  built  a  house  upon  the  lot. 

The  remainder  of  the  lot  was  conveyed  to  Henry 
Houlton  of  Salem,  yeoman,  by  Thomas  Haines  of  Salem, 
maltster,  and  wife  Sarah,  Oct.  29,  1697.§ 

Henry  Houlton  owned  the  estate  in  1700.  How  long 
the  house  stood  is  unknown. 

Nathaniel  Felton  Houses.  This  lot  was  originally  grant¬ 
ed  to  John  Thorndike,  and  returned  to  the  town  by  him. 
It  was  then  granted  in  parts  at  several  times,  from  1637 
to  1640,  to  the  widow  Felton  and  her  son  Nathaniel  Fel¬ 
ton.  A  house  was  built  upon  the  lot,  probably  about 
1644,  and  it  stood  some  seventy  years,  but  its  location  is 
unknown,  perhaps  being  near  the  southeastern  corner  of 
the  lot 

Nathaniel  Felton  died  July  30,  1705,  at  the  age  of 
ninety,  having  in  his  will  devised  to  his  eldest  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Watkins,  “  a  desolate  &  solitary  widow,  & 
under  great  bodily  weakness  &  never  gave  her  any  land,” 
his  dwelling  house  and  land  thereto  l)elonging  for  her  life 
and  then  to  his  two  sons  John  and  Nathaniel.  The  dwel¬ 
ling  house,  barn  and  ten  acres  of  land  adjoining  were 
then  appraised  at  seventy  pounds.  Mrs.  Watkins  did  not 
live  in  this  house,  however. 

The  second  house  to  be  built  upon  the  premises  was 
probably  the  house  where  James  E.  Reynolds  now  lives. 
The  house  faces  due  south ;  and  was  originally  about 
one-half  the  size  it  is  now.  The  eastern  portion,  including 
the  front  door  and  hall,  constitutes  the  original  house.  It 
always  had  a  lean  to,  which  apparently  projected  as  an  ell 
at  the  western  end.  The  house  is  said  to  have  been  erect- 

*Salein  Town  Records,  volume  II,  page  268. 

tEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  15,  leaf  4. 

fEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  24,  leaf  187. 

§Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  24,  leaf  188. 
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ed  in  1674;  and  the  manifest  age  is  fully  that.  One  of 
the  rare  features  of  the  house  is  the  small  size  and  shape 
of  many  of  its  windows,  being  about  three  feet  in  height 
and  sixteen  or  seventeen  inches  in  breadth.  The  kitchen 
fireplace  is  six  and  one-half  feet  in  length,  inside  meas¬ 
urement,  four  feet  and  nine  inches  in  height  clear,  and 
two  and  one-half  feet  deep.  The  hearth  is  of  brick, 
seven  feet  and  ten  inches  in  length  and  projects  into  the 
room  fifteen  inches.  An  ordinary  sized  person  can  stand 
within  the  fireplace  and  look  up  the  flue  above  him  to 
the  clear  sky,  apparently  being  able  to  walk  from  the  fire¬ 
place  over  the  shelving  bricks  nearly  to  the  roof. 

This  house  was  probably  built  for  Mr.  Felton’s  son  * 
John,  upon  his  marriage  with  Mary  Tompkins.  John 
Felton  died  Feb.  19,  1717-8  ;  and  the  estate  passed  to  his 
son  Samuel  Felton,  who  lived  here,  being  an  yeoman. 
Samuel  probably  added  to  the  house  the  present  western 
end  ;  and  died  Oct  5,  1772,  at  the  age  of  ninety,  having 
devised  the  western  end  to  his  son  Samuel  and  the  rest 
to  his  son  Zachariah.  The  son  Samuel  evidently  became 
the  owner  of  the  whole  house.  He  was  a  yeoman,  and 
lived  here.  He  died  in  February,  1782,  having  devised 
the  estate  to  his  son  Asa,  subject  to  the  right  of  the  widow 
to  occupy  the  eastern  or  old  half  of  the  house,  etc.  Asa 
Felton  was  a  yeoman,  and  lived  here.  He  died  July  16, 
1800,  his  homestead  of  twenty  acres  of  land  and  the  build¬ 
ings  being  valued  at  nine  hundred  dollars.  He  died  in¬ 
testate  :  and  the  western  half  of  the  house  was  assigned 
to  his  widow  as  a  portion  of  her  dower.  The  eastern  and 
old  portion  of  the  house  came  into  the  possession  of  Mar¬ 
tha  P.  Felton,  daughter  of  the  deceased.  She  married 
Moses  W.  Wilson,  who  died  in  Georgia,  of  yellow  fever, 
Nov.  1,  1840.  She  survived  him  ;  and  conveyed  the  east¬ 
ern  or  old  part  of  the  house  to  Thomas  Reynolds  of  Salem, 
tanner,  Aug.  14,  1865.*  Mr.  Re3’nolds  died  April  30, 
1885 ;  having,  in  his  will,  devised  his  real  estate  to  his 
son  George,  subject  to  the  life  occupancy  of  the  testator’s 
son,  James  E.  Reynolds  of  the  southerly  front  room  on  the 
first  floor  of  the  house  and  one  acre  of  land  James  now 
lives  there. 

*£ssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  687,  leaf  272. 
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The  house  occupied  by  Mrs.  Rhoades  was  built  about 
1683,  for  the  home  of  Nathaniel  Felton’s  son  Nathaniel, 
upon  the  latter’s  marriage.  The  house  faces  due  south,  and 
was  originally  only  about  one-half  its  present  size.  The 
old  part  is  the  eastern  portion,  including  the  front  door 
and  hall  wa}'.  Nathaniel  lived  here,  and  died  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1733-4;  having,  in  his  will,  devised  the  house  and 
land  around  it  to  his  son  Jonathan  Felton,  who  then 
dwelt  here.  The  date  of  death  of  Jonathan  Felton  is 
unknown ;  and  the  place  was  owned  subsequently  by  his 
son  Nathaniel  Felton,  who  died  Feb.  8,  1776.  The  build¬ 
ings  and  ten  acres  of  land  around  them  was  then  valued 
at  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds.  In  his  will  he  devised 
the  estate  to  his  son  Nathaniel,  who  died,  possessed 
of  it.  May  20,  1836.  In  his  will  he  devised  it  to  his 
son  Nathaniel.  Colonel  Felton  was  a  yeoman,  and  lived 
here.  He  died  Nov.  15,  1865,  having,  in  his  will,  devised 
the  house  and  land  to  his  sons,  William  H.  Felton  and 
Nathaniel  Ward  Felton.  William  H.  Felton,  who  died 
here,  being  a  yeoman,  conveyed  his  half  of  the  house  and 
land  to  his  brother  Nathaniel  April  27, 1874.*  Nathaniel 
W.  Felton  conveyed  it  to  his  sister,  Mrs.  Harriet  Rhoades 
of  Peabody  Aug.  10,  1908.t  Mrs.  Rhoades  still  resides 
in  the  ancient  house. 


*Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  1049,  leaf  128. 
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1.  George  Bdrrill,  the  head  of  what  has  been 
termed  by  some,  “  The  Royal  Family  of  Lynn  ”,  owing 
to  the  large  number  of  prominent  members  of  it,  partic¬ 
ularly  during  the  eighteenth  century,  was  born  in 
England  about  1691.  The  following  record  of  his 
marriage  license  gives  us  a  clew  regarding  his  place 
of  residence  in  England.  “  In  Boston,  England,  Jan¬ 
uary  12,  1626,  George  Burrill  of  Boston,  ae  35,  and 
Mary  Cooper  of  Appley,  ae  20.”  His  name  first 
appears  in  the  court  records  of  Essex  County,  28  ;  1  mo., 
1637,  when  he  was  defendant  in  a  civil  action  brought  by 
“  Ricr.  Beefer.”*  In  the  next  session  of  the  court,  27 : 
4  mo.,  1637,  George  Burrill  brought  civil  action  against 
Mr.  Humphreye,  Esq.f  He  received  a  grant  of  200 
acres  of  land  in  Lynn  in  1638.:};  On  the  9 :  5  mo.,  1645, 
Mr.  George  Burrill,  sr.,  Mr.  Daniel  King  and  William 
Ivorie  ("also  Avery)  were  presented  for  putting  cattle 
into  the  general  field  before  the  com  was  gathered.  § 
“  Mr.  George  Burrill  ”  was  one  of  the  creditors  to  the 
estate  of  Francis  Lightfoot  in  1646.  ||  He  was  a  member 
of  the  grand  jury  in  1650.T[  On  the  30 ;  9  mo.,  1652,  he 
brought  suit  against  Joseph  Jenkes,  sr.  and  jr.,  for 
debt.**  He  was  a  member  of  the  jury  of  trials  on  the 
6:  1  mo.,  1663-4.fj-  His  wife  died  in  the  6th  month, 

*Essex  County  Quarterly  Court  Records  (published  volume),  v.  I, 
p.  5. 

tIMd,  V.  I,  p.  6. 
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1653,*  and  he  died  a  few  months  later.  His  will  was 
dated  October  18,  1653,  and  the  inventory  of  his  estate 
bore  the  date  of  21:  4  mo.,  1654.  In  his  will  he  gave 
the  house  in  which  he  lived  (on  the  west  side  of  Tower 
Hill),  with  the  farm,  outbuildings  and  barn,  to  his  son 
Francis.  The  house  in  which  Francis  formerly  dwelt  he 
gave  to  his  son  John,  together  with  the  land  around  it 
and  several  other  lots  of  land.  He  divided  his  livestock 
among  his  three  sons  and  allotted  to  them  his  silverware. 
This  will  was  found  to  be  “  imperfect  ”  in  respect  to 
executors,  and  his  three  sons  were  appointed  administra- 
tors.f  The  inventory  showed  the  estate  to  be  worth 
£848:  10:  OO.t 

Children : — 

2.  Francis,  b.  about  1627.  (See  below.) 

3.  George,  b. - .  (See  below.) 

4.  John,  b.  abont  1631.  (See  below.) 

2.  Francis  Burrill,  son  of  George  and  Mary 
(Cooper)  Burrill,  was  born  in  England  about  1627.  His 
name  first  appeared  in  the  records  as  one  of  the  witnesses 
to  the  will  of  Francis  Lightfoot,  dated  December  10, 
1646. J  He  was  a  member  of  the  trial  jury,  29:  9  mo., 
1653,§  and  was  made  constable  in  Lynn,  26 ;  4  mo.,  1655.  jj 
24  :  4  mo.,  1656,  he  was  sworn  as  clerk  of  the  market.^ 
He  served  on  the  grand  jury  30  :  9  mo.,  1658,  and  in  June, 
1659.  He  witnessed  the  will  of  George  Farr  of  Lynn, 
July  1,  1662,  and  that  of  William  Rooten  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  year.  In  1664  and  1665  he  was  a  member  of  the 
jury  of  trials.  In  April,  1667,  he  was  one  of  the  ap¬ 
praisers  of  the  estate  of  Robert  Mansfield  of  Lynn.**  He 
deposed  in  1690  that  his  age  was  about  sixty-three  years-ft 
He,  with  the  consent  of  his  wife  Elizabeth,  sold  three 
acres  of  salt  marsh  in  Lynn  to  Samuel  Burrill,  “  shooe- 

•Lynn  Records. 

tQuarterly  Court  Records,  v.  I,  pp.  351-5. 

tibid,  V.  I,  p.  103. 

§Essex  Antiquarian,  v.  VII,  p.  178. 

llJdid,  V.  VIII,  p.  169. 

Mbid,  V.  IX,  p.  61. 

**QuarterIy  Court  Records,  t.  Ill,  p.  403. 
ttQuarterly  Court  Files. 
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makei’ ”,  November  12,  1697,*  He  died  November  10, 
1704,  aged  seventy-eight  years, f  and  was  buried  in  the 
Old  Western  Cemetery  in  Lynn.  His  will,  dated  Octo¬ 
ber  12,  1704,  was  probated  November  30, 1704.  He  made 
bequests  to  his  wife  Elizabeth,  sons  James  and  Joseph ; 
grandson  Moses,  son  of  his  son  Moses  ;  daughters  Eliza¬ 
beth  Farr,  Liddiah  Dix  and  Esther  Cowdrey,  and  grand¬ 
son  John  Farr,  son  of  his  daughter  Elizabeth.  His  son 
Joseph  was  aj)pointed  executor,  and  his  two  kinsmen, 
John  and  Theophilns  Burrill,  overseers.^  The  inventory, 
dated  November  24,  1704,  showed  property  valued  at 
£224  :  17  :  08. J  His  widow  was  probably  the  Elizabeth 
Burrill  who  died  in  Lynn,  April  22,  1716,  aged  eighty- 
tvvo,-|-  and  whose  gravestone  is  standing  in  the  Old  West¬ 
ern  Cemetery  in  Lynn. 

Children  : — 

5.  Samuel,  b.  about  1654;  d.  about  May  7,  1674.  Samuel,  aged 

above  17,  and  his  brothers  James,  aged  13,  and  Joseph, 
aged  12,  were  arrested  for  throwing  snowballs  in  1671.§ 

6.  Elizabeth,  b.  1:  10  mo.,  1655;  m.,  in  Lynn,  July  28, 1680,  Ben¬ 

jamin  Farr,  son  of  George.t  She  d.  in  Lynn,  and  was  bur¬ 
ied  Mar.  11,  1687.t 

7.  James,  b.  21;  10  mo.,  1657.t  He  was  alive  in  1704,  at  the  time 

of  his  father's  death. 

8.  Joseph,  b.  18:  10  mo.,  1659.t  (See  below.) 

9.  'Mary,  b.  May  16,  1661;  d.  17:  2  mo.,  1667. t 

10.  Lydia,  b.  13:  4  mo.,  1663 ;t  m.  in  1692,  John  Dix  of  Reading; 

son  of  Ralph  and  Esther  Dix.  II  She  d.  in  1692. 

11.  Hannah,  b.  19:  1  mo.,  1664;  d.  Sept.  21,  1686. t 

12.  Mary,  b.  Feb.  7,  1667;!  d.  Feb.  17,  1667.1 

13.  Debora,  b.  23:  5  mo.,  1669;t  d.  Aug.,  1669. t 

14.  Moses,  b.  12  :  2  mo.,  1671. t  (See  below.) 

15.  Lois,  b.  27  :  11  mo.,  1671  ;t  d.  before  1704. 

16.  Child,  b.  6  :  8  mo.,  1672;  d.  6  :  8  mo.,  1672.t 

17.  Hester,  b.  15:  11  mo.,  1673.t  m.  William  Cowdrey  of  Reading, 

son  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary  (Batchelder)  Cowdrey.**  He 

*Bssex  Deeds,  book  14,  leaf  132-3. 

tLynn  Records. 

tEssex  Probate  Files,  p.  4236. 

§Quarterly  Court  Records. 

H  Eaton’s  History  of  Reading,  p.  62. 
tN.  E.  Hist.  Gen.  Register,  v.  5,  p.  94-5. 

**Eaton’s  History  of  Reading,  p.  59. 
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was  b.  in  1666.  She  d.  in  Reading,  June  3,  1698.*  They 
had  two  daughters  :  Elizabeth,  who  m.  a  Swan;  and  Sn* 
sannah,  who  was  born  March  4,  1696-7,*  and  m.  Joseph 
Burrill,  of  Boston,  Nov.  7,  1723.* 

18.  Sabah,  b.  April  11,  1676;  d.  Dec.  21,  1676.t 

19.  Samuel,  b.  (stillborn)  April  22,  1677.t 

3.  George  Burrill,  son  of  George  and  Mary 
(Cooper)  Burrill,  was  a  cooper  in  Boston.  He  married, 
before  1053,  Deborah  Simpkins,  daughter  of  Nicholas 
Simpkins  (the  first  commander  of  the  fort  on  Castle 
Island,  Boston  Harbor)  and  his  wife  Isabel.  He  owned 
several  lots  of  land  in  Boston.  His  wife  evidently  died 
before  him,  as  she  is  not  mentioned  in  his  will,  which 
was  dated  October  4,  1693,  and  was  probated  in  Suffolk 
County,  July  14, 1698.  He  divided  his  house  between  his 
two  sons,  giving  George  the  front  half  and  Samuel  the 
rear.  Others  mentioned  in  the  will  were  :  daughter  Sarah, 
wife  of  John  Souther  of  Boston,  and  grandchild  Abra¬ 
ham  Gourden.  The  inventory  dated  July  21,  1698, 
showed  an  estate  to  the  value  of  £172 :  11 :  06,  of  which 
the  lands  and  houses  amounted  to  £160.j; 

Children  : — 

20.  George,  b.  Feb.  13,  1653;  m.  Mary - .  He  was  a  tailor  in 

Boston.  Letters  of  administration  were  granted  to  his 
widow  Mary,  Nov.  30,  1719,  and  Feb.  12,  1719-20.  Mary 
Burrill  and  John  Burrill,  administrators,  presented  an  in¬ 
ventory  amounting  to  £183:07:08.§  One  item  paid  out  was 
£76:06:00  to  Samuel  Burrill  to  clear  a  mortgage,  etc.  Under 
date  of  Aug.  11,  1735,  we  read,  widow  Mary  Burrilb  and 
his  son  George  Burrill  who  are  since  deced  without  fully 
administering  thereon.'’  James  Burrill,  tailor,  of  Boston, 
was  appointed  administrator.  In  1737  the  property  was 
valued  at  £350  and  declared  incapable  of  division  among  the 
heirs  of  George  Burrill,  “  without  prejudice  to  or  spoiling 
the  whole,”  therefore  the  administrator  *'  charges  himself 
with  the  real  estate  of  said  deceased.  ”||  (For  names  of 
children,  see  Boston  Records.) 

*Reading  Records. 

tLynn  Records. 

tSuffolk  Prob.  Rds.,  book  8;  leaves  267  and  277. 

§/5id,  book  21,  leaves  549  and  627. 

II Suffolk  County  Probate  Records,  vol.  38,  leaf  208. 
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21.  Samuel,  b.  Jan.  10,  1656;  ra.  Martha - .  He  was  a  sailmaker 

in  Boston.  He  died  about  1740,  having  become  “  aged  and 
infirm.”  He  left  a  wife  and  three  daughters:  Martha 
Lewis,  Deborah  Prince  and  Katherine  Barton.  His  grand¬ 
son,  Ezekiel  Goldthwait,  was  appointed  executor.* 

22.  Sabah;  m.  John  Souther  of  Boston,  blacksmith.  She  was 

mentioned  in  her  father's  will. 

22a.  Deborah,  b.  Dec.  17,  1668;  d.  before  1693. 

23.  Joseph,  b.  July  27,  1674;  probably  d.  before  1693,  as  he  was 

not  mentioned  in  his  father's  will. 

4.  Lieut.  John  Burrill,  sou  of  George  and  Mary 
(Cooper)  Burrill,  was  born  about  1632.  Several  depo¬ 
sitions  made  in  court  between  1665  and  1691  place  the 
year  of  his  birth  between  1632  and  1635.  He  was  a 
maltster  and  tanner.  He  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
jury  of  trials  in  1659  and  again  in  1662.f  He  was  a 
constable  in  Lynn  in  1663.;};  In  the  last  named  year 
John  and  his  wife  “  Loois,”  with  many  other  persons, 
testified  in  favor  of  Mary  Longley.§  He  served  on  a 
coroner’s  jury,  April  13,  I665.||  On  the  26:  9  mo.,  1667, 
he  and  Andrew  Mansfield  served  as  attorneys  of  the  se¬ 
lectmen  of  Lynn  in  the  Quarterly  Court.  He  was  chosen 
selectman  of  Lynn  in  1678,^  and  was  one  of  the  “seven 
men  ”  to  receive  the  Indian  deed  of  Lynn,  September  4, 
1686.**  He  held  many  other  offices,  including  clerk  of 
the  market  six  years,  surveyor  of  highways,  commissioner 
of  assessments,  etc.ff  He  also  represented  Lynn  in  the 
General  Courttf  The  town  voted  i^rmission  to  Lieutenant 
John  and  his  son  John  Burrill,  jr.,  to  set  up  a  pew  in  the 
meeting  house,  January  8,  1692.tt  He  was  a  lieutenant 
in  the  militia,  although  no  record  of  his  commission  has 
been  found. 

“  Jno  Burrill,  Lyn,”  was  made  a  freeman  Feb.  16, 

*Suffolk  Co.  Probate  Records,  vol.  35,  leaves  333-5. 

tQuarterly  Court  Records,  v.  II,  p.  182,  and  v.  Ill,  p.  6. 

tibid,  V.  Ill,  p.  103. 

ilbid,  ▼.  Ill,  p.  112. 

II  J&id,  V.  Ill,  p.  282. 

\76id,  y.  Ill,  p.  456. 

*•“  Indian  Land  Titles”,  by  Sidney  Perley,  pp.  68  and  70. 

ft  Lynn  Records. 
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1685-6.*  May  12,  1697,  he  conveyed  to  his  son,  “  Capt. 
John  Burrill,  jun.,  of  Lynn,”  two  pieces  “  where  my  said 
son  .  .  .  now  lives,”  measuring  together  eleven  acres.f 
He  married  May  10,  1656,  Lois,  daughter  of  William  and 
Ann  Ivory  of  Lynn  and  died  in  the  spring  of  1703,  and 
in  his  will,  dated  April  13  of  that  year,  he  mentions  his  wife 
“  Loiss  ”,  daughters  Ruth  Burrill  and  Sarah  Pickering,  and 
sons  Samuel,  Theophilus,  Ebenezer  and  John.f  The  inven¬ 
tory,  dated  May  19,  1703,  showed  an  estate  valued  at 
X1158  :  01 :  00.  The  property  was  divided  between  his 
wife  and  children.  He  gave  the  homestead  to  his  son 
Samuel,  reserving  one  end  for  the  use  of  his  wife  during 
her  life-time. J  His  wife  Lois  died  September  5,  1720, 
aged  eighty  years. 

Children : — 

24.  John,  b.  Oct.  15,  1658.  {See  below.) 

25.  Sabah,  b.  16,  .3  mo.,  1661;  m.  in  Salem,  June  14,  1683,  John 

Pickering,  son  of  John  and  Alice  (Flint)  Pickering.  Hon. 
Timothy  Pickering,  a  colonel  in  the  American  Revolution, 
an  intimate  friend  of  General  Washington  and  a  member  of 
his  cabinet,  was  their  grandson.  She  died  in  Salem,  Dec. 
27,  1714,  and  her  husband,  John  Pickering,  died  June  10, 
1722.§ 

26.  Thomas,  b.  Jan.  7,  1663.  Probably  d.  young,  as  he  was  not 

mentioned  in  his  father’s  will. 

27.  Anna,  b.  Sept.  15,  1666;  m.  July  24,  1695,  Josiah  “Rhoads”, 

son  of  Constable  Henry  Rhodes,  of  Lynn.||  He  was  b.  in 
Lynn,  2  mo.,  1651,  and  m.,  1st,  Elizabeth  Coots,  July  23, 
1673.  Shed,  in  Lynn,  Oct.  19,  1694.11  Josiah  “Rods”, 
“old  ”,  d.  in  Lynn  about  23:  3  mo.,  1734. || 

28.  Theophilus,  b  15:  5  mo.,  1669. ||  (See  below.) 

29.  Lois,  b.  27:  11  mo.,  1671;  m.  at  Boston,  June  5,  1695,  Samuel 

Sprague  of  Woburu. 

30.  Samuel,  b. - ;  d.  May  7,  1674. 

31.  Samuel,  b.  April  20, 1674.  (See  below.) 

32.  Mabt,  b.  Feb.  18,  1676;  d.  unmarried,  Oct.  26,  1694. || 

33.  Ebenezer,  b.  July  13,  1679.  (See  below.) 

•Shnrtleff’s  “  Records  of  Massachusetts  Bay,”  v.  V,  p.  544. 
tEssez  Deeds,  v.  13,  p.  164. 

7Essez  County  Probate  Files,  No.  4241. 

§Salem  Records. 

II Lynn  Records. 
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34.  Ruth,  b.  May  17,  1682;  m.  May  9, 1705,  Capt.(?)  Benjamin  Pot¬ 
ter,  son  of  Robert  and  Ruth  (Driver)  Potter.*  He  was  b.  in 
Lynn,  April  11,  1680.  He  d.  in  Lynn,  April  25,  1745. 

“  Ruth  Potter,  widow,”  d.  in  Lynn,  Oct.  23,  1771.* 

8.  Joseph  Burrill,  son  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth 
Bunill,  was  born  in  Lynn,  18:  10  mo.,  1659.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  King  Philip’s  war  in  August,  1676,t  and  was 
made  a  freeman  about  1690.  He  married  in  Salem,  Oc¬ 
tober  28,  1686,  Dorcas  “  Newbury,”  probably  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Richard  Newberry,  of  Weymouth.  Joseph  Bur- 
rill,  husbandman,  with  the  consent  of  his  wife  Dorcas, 
sold  a  lot  of  land  on  Hart’s  Lane,  in  Lynn,  to  Captain 
Theophilus  Burrill  (No.  28),  January  11, 1716-7. J  March 
5,  1722-3,  he  exchanged  with  the  last  named  Theophilus 
Burrill,  9  acres,  30  poles  of  land,  for  8  acres  which  had 
been  laid  out  to  John  Burrill,  Esq.  (No.  24). §  Among 
the  other  lots  of  land  sold  to  him  was  one  described  as 
“  two  acres  of  land  on  ye  old  way  that  formerly  led  from 
ye  Ferry  to  ye  old  meeting-^jouse,”  which  he  sold  to 
Matthew  Breed,  March  18,  1728-9,  for  £50:  00:  00. | 
His  wife  died  April  7,  1722,  aged  59,  and  he  died  De¬ 
cember  1,  1736,  at  the  age  of  77.*  His  son  Joseph,  of 
Boston,  was  appointed  administrator,  March  25,  1737. 
As  the  oldest  son  Samuel  was  “non  comp.'ment.  and 
hath  been  so  for  many  years,”  the  selectmen  of  Lynn 
signed  a  paper  approving  of  the  appointment  of  Joseph 
as  administrator.  The  inventory,  dated  April  12,  1737, 
gave  the  value  of  the  estate  as  £1200 :  13 :  08.  The 
estate  was  divided  June  21,  1738.^  Samuel,  the  oldest 
son,  received  two-fifths,  and  the  other  three-fifths  he  ap¬ 
portioned  to  Joseph  Burrill,  Hannah  Burrill,  alias  Cri- 
side,  and  Mary  Alley  Burrill,  alias  “  Roass  ”  (Ross). 

Children  : — 

35.  Hannah,  b.  Oct.  26,  1687 ;  m.  int.  Lynn,  July  30,  1720,  John 
Criside,  ‘‘astranjour  that  Came  from  Great  Brittaine.” 
Their  daughter,  Sarah  ”  Chresdee,”  m.  in  Haverhill,  Dec. 

•Lynn  Records. 

tN.  E.  Hist.  Gen.  Reg.,  v.  41,  p.  273,  and  v.  43,  p.  274. 

I  Essex  Deeds,  book  37,  leaf  143. 

%Ibid,  book  78,  leaf  104. 

0  Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  59,  leaf  86. 

^Essex  County  Probate  Files,  No.  4247. 
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15,  1743,*  Joseph  Attwood.  Hannah  probably  d.  before 
1741,  and  this  daughter  Sarah  was  the  Sarah  “  Chowdey  ” 
who  received  in  that  year  one-third  of  the  real  estate  of  her 
uncle  Samuel  Burrill  (No.  37).  This  Sarah  m.,  as  stated 
above,  Joseph  “  Attwood  Dec.  15,  1743,  and  Feb.  21, 
1743(4),  Joseph  Atwood,  w.  Sarah,  of  Haverhill,  g.  dan. 
of  Mr.  Joseph  Buirill,  late  of  Lynn,"  conveyed  to  Henry 
West  of  Lynn,  for  £90,  five  lots  of  land  which  were  "  part 
of  ye  estate  of  Sam'l  Burrill,  uncle  of  the  sd.  Sarah." 

30.  Dorcas,  b.  Aug.  29,  1689;  probably  d.  young. 

37.  Sauubl,  b.  Nov.  16,  1691;  as  mentioned  above  in  connection 
with  the  settlement  of  his  father's  estate;  he  was  insane 
for  many  years.  He  died  27 :  10  mo.,  1738,  and  his  brother- 
in-law,  Andrew  Ross,  was  appointed  administrator,  Feb.  5, 
1738.  The  estate,  valued  at  £541: 14:  02,  was  divided  April 
15,  1741,  between  Sarah  Chowdey  (see  notes  under  No.  35), 
Mary  Ross  and  Joseph  Burrill. 

88.  Sarah,  b.  Nov.  15,  1693;t  d.  Jan.  5,  1693-4. 

39.  Sarah,  b.  Oct.  24,  1696 ;t  probably  d.  young. 

40.  Joseph,  b.  July  2,  1699;  m.  in  Boston,  Nov.  6, 1729,  Jane  Webb. 

Joseph  Burrill,  shipwright,  of  Boston,  wife  Jane  consenting, 
sold  to  John  Barrage  of  Lynn,  "  one  full  fifth  part  of  all  the 
real  estate  of  my  hon.  father,  Joseph  Burrill,  late  of  Lynn, 
dec."  As  administrator  of  his  father's  estate,  he  sold  and 
to  Richard  Peppoon  of  Lynn,  April  4,  17.38.1 

41.  Francis,  b.  Aug.  21,  1701;  probably  the  Francis  who  d.,  "  a 

young  man  ",  19,  5  mo.,  1731.  His  brother,  Joseph  Burrill 
of  Boston,  shipwright,  was  appointed  administrator  Sept. 
12,  1738. 

42.  Ester,  b.  Aug.  21,  1701. 

43.  Mary  Alley,  m.  Andrew  Ross.  He  was  a  “  wiggmaker  "  or 

peruke-maker  in  Boston. §  June  25, 1740,  they  sold  to  Jonas 
Clark  of  Boston  “  the  easterly  end  of  all  that  certain  dwel¬ 
ling-house  in  Lynn,  with  easterly  half  of  barn  .  .  .  which 
was  late  ye  estate  of  Joseph  Burrill,  late  of  Lynn,  yeoman, 
dec.,  and  was  set  off  to  ye  sd  Mary  as  part  of  her  portion." 
April  21,  1742,  they  sold  to  Henry  West  of  Lynn,  their 
“right  in  ye  dwelling-house  where  we  now  live;  being  ye 
whole  of  the  Easterly  end  with  one  third  part  of  the  West¬ 
erly  end,"  also  9  acres  of  land,  etc.§ 

*Haverhill  Records. 

tLynn  Records. 

lEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  103,  leaf  181. 

§Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  82,  leaf  114. 
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14.  Moses  Bubrtll,  sod  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth 
Burrill,  was  born  in  Lynn,  12 :  2  mo.,  1671,  and  married 
Dorcas - 

Children ; — 

44.  Moses,  b.  Dec.  17,  1693;  d.  Jan.  2,  1603-4. 

45.  Moses,  b.  Aug.  20,  1696.* 

24.  Capt.  John  Bdrrill,  son  of  Lieutenant  John 
and  Lois  (Ivory)  Burrill,  was  born  in  Lynn,  October  15, 
1668.  He  served  in  King  Philip’s  war,  his  name  appear¬ 
ing  in  a  list  of  soldiers  under  Captain  Samuel  Brockle- 
bank,  dated  June  24,  1676.  He  was  paid  £3:  06;  00 
for  this  service,  and  the  same  is  shown  in  an  assignment 
of  wages  dated  Aug.  24,  1676.  His  brother  Ebenezer 
(No.  33)  was  granted  lot  number  92  in  “  Souhegan 
West,”  for  his  brother,  John  Burrill.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  troop  in  Lynn  in  1679.  He  was  appointed  by  tbe 
Governor  and  Council,  June  14,  1690,  lieutenant  of  a 
foot  company  under  the  command  of  Captain  John  Floyd. 
In  the  spring  of  1691  he  was  commissioned  Captain  of 
the  Lynn  Foot  Company.  In  1691  he  was  chosen  town 
clerk  and  selectman  of  Lynn,  serving  with  great  credit 
for  thirty  years.  He  was  town  treasurer  two  years  and 
assessor  the  same  length  of  time.  He  was  Speaker  of  the 
Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives  in  1705  and 
1711-20,  a  total  of  ten  years.  During  the  period  of  his 
service  in  this  high  office  many  important  measures  were 
acted  upon,  notably  the  controversy  over  the  currency  of 
tbe  Province,  which  finally  resulted  in  the  establishment 
of  a  public  bank.  Miss  Ellen  Mudge  Burrill,  in  her 
excellent  account  of  members  of  this  branch  of  the  fam¬ 
ily,  published  in  the  Register  of  the  Lynn  Historical  So¬ 
ciety,  No.  XI,  pp.  80-82,  refers  to  his  service  as  Speaker 
as  follows  :  “As  already  shown,  John  Burrill,  jr.,  was 
Speaker  during  this  time,  and  as  such  must  have  had  a 
great  deal  of  influence.  He  also  must  have  been  a  man 
of  great  diplomacy,  for  he  was  idolized  by  the  members, 
and  yet  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  both  royal  governors,  his 
appointment  as  presiding  officer  being  approved  by  them 
each  year.  Governor  Dudley  himself  said  ‘  that  post  of 

*Mentioned  in  will  of  grandfather  Francis  Burrill  (Xo.  2). 
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honor  and  trust  had  never  been  better  filled,  more  wisely 
and  prudently  managed  than  by  him.’  He  was  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  parliamentary  forms  and  filled  the  chair 
with  dignity  and  authority.  In  consideration  of  his  long 
and  good  service  to  the  Province,  a  resolve  of  1715-16 
granted  him  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  township 
of  Rutland.”  In  1720  he  was  elected  Councillor,  serving 
that  year  and  the  following.  Miss  Burrill  states  that  he 
was  appointed  “  Justice  of  the  Peace  June  12, 1701,  June 
30,  1702;  Special  Justice  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas,  October  26,  1716,  September  16, 1716  ;  Judge 
of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County 
of  Essex,  July  15,  1720,  remaining  on  the  bench  until 
his  death;  Special  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judi¬ 
cature,  October  24,  1712.” 

He  owned  much  real  estate  in  Lynn,  and  sold  fifteen 
acres  to  Joseph  Mansfield,  senior,  and  Samuel  Burrill, 
June  29,  1699,  for  £30  and  twenty  bushels  of  “  raault.”* 
He  married  in  Lynn,  July  28, 1680,  Mary  Stower,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Richard  and  Joanna  Stower.f  She  was  born  in 
Charlestown,  February  9, 1654.  He  contracted  small-pox 
during  the  epidemic  in  December,  1721,  and  died  on  the 
tenth  of  that  month.  His  will,  dated  December  6,  1721, 
was  probated  March  26,  1722.  He  gave  to  his  wife  Mary 
“  the  improvement  of  all  the  housing  where  I  now  live,” 
the  land  lying  in  the  field  below  the  house,  the  pasture, 
his  part  of  the  house  in  Boston,  and  other  real  estate  ; 
also  one-half  of  his  movable  estate  excepting  his  bills  and 
bonds,  £50  being  paid  to  relatives  in  legacies.  To  his 
brother  Theophilus,  brother  Ebenezer,  and  children  of 
his  deceased  brother  Samuel  (the  children  “  counting  as 
one  ”),  he  gave  a  double  portion  of  his  estate,  and  to  his 
sisters  Pickering  and  Potter,  a  single  portion  each.  He 
gave  “  to  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Lynn  forty  pounds 
towards  the  furnishing  the  table  of  the  Lord  there.”  To 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Henchman,  pastor  of  the  church,  he  gave 
ten  pounds.  He  gave  one-half  of  his  farm  in  Rutland 
to  John  Burrill,  son  of  his  brother  Ebenezer,  and  the 

*Essex  Goanty  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  26,  leaf  170. 
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other  half  to  Grover  Pratt  and  Michael  Swicher.  To 
Sarah  Burrill,  daughter  of  his  brother  Samuel,  he  gave 
£200  and  £20  out  of  his  movable  estate,  to  be  paid  when 
she  comes  to  the  age  of  eighteen  or  time  of  marrying.  A 
note  from  “the  Uphams  of  Malden”  he  gave  to  his 
wife,  also  as  much  wood  as  she  shall  need.  A  bequest  of 
ten  pounds  was  made  to  the  poor  of  Lynn.  According 
to  a  deposition  of  Richard  Johnson,  preserved  with  his 
will,  he  gave  his  silver-headed  rapier  to  his  brother  Eben- 
ezer.  He  named  his  brother  Theophilus  as  his  sole  exec¬ 
utor.  The  inventory  of  his  estate,  dated  March  26, 
1721-2,  showed  real  estate  valued  at  £2051 :  15:  00,  and 
personal  at  £532  :  19 :  14.*  His  widow  Mary  died  May 
22.  1728,  and  was  buried  in  Charlestown. 

Child 

46.  Ruth,  b.  May  17,  1682  ;t  d.  young. 

28.  Colonel  Theophilus  Burrill,  son  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant  John  and  Lois  (Ivory)  Burrill,  was  born  in  Lynn,  15, 
5  mo.,  1669.  In  the  records  of  the  earlier  part  of  his 
life  he  was  generally  called  tanner,  later  yeoman,  and 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  esquire.  His  first  wife 
was  Lydia  Gathercole,  whom  he  married  at  Boston  July 
5,  1694. f  She  was  born  in  Boston  in  1666,  and  died 
June  11,  1726,  aged  sixty .f  He  married,  second,  Nov.  6, 
1727,  Hannah  Chamock,  widow  of  Captain  John  Charnock 
of  Boston,  whom  she  had  married  in  Boston  in  1721.  She 
was  born  a  Hol3mke,  daughter  of  Elizur  Holyoke  and  sister 
of  Rev.  Edward  Holyoke,  President  of  Harvard  College. ^ 
He  was  a  member  of  the  trial  jury  at  the  Superior  Court, 
November  8,  1694.  March  10,  1700-1,  he  was  chosen 
town  treasurer. 

*Essez  County  Probate  Files,  No.  4242. 

tLynn  Records. 
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FRAGMENT  OF  A  DIARY  KEPT  BY  REV. 
SAMUEL  FISKE  OF  SALEM,  1719-1721. 

ORIGINAL  NOW  IN  POSSESSION  OP  THE  AMERICAN 
ANTIQUARIAN  SOCIETY. 

March  5,  1719.  now  the  Brethren  Dismissed  from  this 
Church  together  w*  M*^  Andrews,  a  member  of  Topsfield 
Church  &  y«  Rev^  M*^  Stanton  entered  solemnly  into 
Coven*  w*  God  &  one  another :  M'  Blowers  began  w‘ 
Prayer  &  then  their  Dismission  &  covenant  being  read  & 
they  signed  their  Covenant :  &  then  1  commended  them 
to  God  in  prayer. 

Mar.  6.  I  married  Peter  Silver  &  Eliz.  Carton. 

Mar.  8.  I  preached  from  84  Psalm,  20.  A  fair  but 
cold  day.  Now  I  Enlisted  y*  Congregation  to  Holy  sab- 
batism  &  mentioned  y*  proposed  and  appointed  Lecture  : 
Mary  wife  of  Tobias  Davis  renewed  her  covenant  and 
had  her  four  sons;  vs*  Tobias,  William,  John  &  Thomas 
Baptised,  also  I  baptised  Esther  Daughter  of  Israel  & 
Sarah  Williams  &  Sarah  daughter  of  William  &  Mary 
Bartlett.  Now  I  proposed  to  the  Congregation  to  begin 
their  Lecture  y*  11“*  Instant:  once  a  fortnight. 

M®**  11, 1719.  I  now  preached  my  first  Lecture  from 
11  Heb.  26,  26.  A  Great  Congregation  :  the  Ministers 
Dined  with  me.  Now  there  was  a  Session  of  y*  General 
Assembly. 

M®**  15.  I  preached  from  84  Psalm  20,  &  finished  this 
Subject,  also  from  1  John  4,  19  :  A  fair  Day  after  y® 
bad  weather  we  have  had  :  and  a  Good  Day  I  hope  to  me 
&  y®  Congregation. 

M®**  16.  I  rode  to  Boston :  Visited  my  Friends  & 
returned  on  Saturday. 

Mar®**  22.  I  preached  at  M*"  Stantons  from  1  John  4, 
19,  and  att  home  from  112  Psalm  20,  Last  clause.  Read 
a  Proclamation  for  a  General  Fast  to  be  on  April  2  Next. 
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Mar.  24.  I  marry ed  John  Swasey  &  Sarah  Archer. 

Mar®**  25.  Our  Lecture,  Prescott  preached. 

Mar®’’  29.  I  preached  from  21  Prov.  2  :  A  Cold  Day  : 
Now  I  Baptised  John  of  John  &  Eliz***  Phippen  &  Anna 
of  Benj  &  Ann  Ives. 

Ap’  2,  1719.  A  Gen”  Fast.  I  preached  from  1  Sam' 

12,  20,  21,  22. 

Ap’  5,  1719.  Sac*  Day.  I  preached  from  50  Psalm 

5  :  I  Baptised  Rebecca  Daughter  of  Ebenez*  &  Rebecca 
Glover.  Now  I  communicated  y®  Letter  of  y®  East”  Chh, 

6  y®  Church  delegated  Deacon  Marston,  Col.  Higginson 
&  Col.  Brown. 

Ap’  8.  Now  M'  Rob.  Stanton  was  Ordained.  Doc. 
Cott“  Mather  preached,  gave  the  Charge,  M*"  Blowers 
Gave  y®  right  hand  of  Fellowship:  the  Doc’'&he&M' 
Barnard  &  1  Imposing  hands.  The  Gov*^  was  psent. 

Ap’  12.  1  preached  at  M"^  Stantons  from  50  Psl.  5  & 

13  Matt.  52. 

Ap’  14,  1719.  This  Day  Died  Cap”  John  Brown  after 
a  long,  languishing  Illness  :  A  Great  Blow  this  is  to  his 
Family  &  to  this  town  Especially  :  Will  God  bless  his 
remaining  children.  Especially  with  spiritual  blessings  : 
and  will  God  bind  up  a  family  by  them  to  himself  and  to 
the  Browns  which  may  be  in  business,  &  blessing  to  the 
Name  &  town. 

Ap’  15.  I  went  to  Beverly  Lecture. 

Ap’  19.  This  Day  I  preached  on  Occasion  of  Capt” 
Brown’s  Death  from  14  Job,  14:  I  Baptised  Sam'  son 

of  Benj  & - Smith  &  Sarah  Daughter  of  Isaac  and 

Hannah  Hacker  &  propounded  this  Hannah  Hacker  her 
desire  to  come  to  the  Lords  Table. 

Ap’  20.  Now  Capt“  Brown  was  Interred  :  A  Great 
Funerall :  Gov*^  Shute  was  att  it  being  on  his  Journey 
to  Piscataqua  :  Will  God  rebuild  this  broken  family  & 
by  y™  rebuild  this  Town. 

Ap'  22.  Lecture  Day  :  I  preached  from  31  Job,  23. 
A  Good  Assembly. 

Ap’  25.  I  was  taken  very  ill  in  y®  morning :  was  thor¬ 
oughly  wrought  upon  by  Vomiting  &  Purging  volunta¬ 
rily  :  slept  well  on  the  following  Night  &  Preached 
heartily  y®  next  Day,  vit. 
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Ap'  26.  I  preached  from  21,  Prov.  2 :  Capt“  Pickman 
Deceased  this  morning  abt.  6  CAock  morning :  a  Good 
and  Usefull  man  :  left  a  numerous  family  ;  will  God  pre¬ 
serve  &  provide  for  them  ;  Be  the  Husband  of  y*  Widow 
too,  as  y*  Father  of  y*  Fatherless.  Will  God  spare  this 
Town  &  Parish  &  shew  us  why  he  thus  sorely  breaks  & 
coutendeth  with  us  &  reform  us :  lam  pretty  well  but 
Tired. 

Ap‘  28.  Now  Capt“  Pickman  was  buryed ;  his  Broth'’ 
came  in  from  Sea  y®  latter  end  of  Last  week,  not  time 
enough  to  see  him.  A  stormy,  cold  week.  Very  un¬ 
seasonable  weather. 

May  3*.  Sacr*  Day.  I  preached  from  21  Prov.  2  & 
68  Psalm  5,  this  last  on  Captain  Browns,  Especially  Capt“ 
Pickmans  Death.  Now  I  rec**  to  Communion  Hannah 
Wife  of  George  Hacker  &  propounded  y®  desire  of  Mar¬ 
tha,  wife  of  Isaac  Cook,  to  renew  her  Cov*  and  Come  to 
y®  Lords  Table. 

May  6.  Lecture  Day.  M'  Blowers  preached. 

May  10.  1  preached  from  9  Matt  13.  M'  Stantons 
people  were  att  our  meeting.  I  Baptised  Thomas,  Mercy 
and  Mary,  children  of  Thomas  &  Mercy  Cole  &  Abigail, 
Daughter  of  Clement  &  Susannah  English  :  And  I  pro¬ 
pounded  y®  desire  of  Susannah,  wife  of  Henry  W est,  to 
renew  her  covenant  with  God  &  approach  to  y®  Lords 
Table. 

May  13.  M'  John  Brown  was  ordained  Pastor  of 
Haverhill :  M'  Symmes  Preached,  and  Gave  the 

Charge. 

May  15.  I  marryed  James  Foster  &  Margarett  Pratt 
and  Isaac  Turner  &  Mary  Pratt,  two  sisters. 

May  17.  I  preached  from  35  Job,  6,  &  8  Rom.,  6  :  I 
Received  Martha  wife  of  Isaac  Cook  to  Communion,  she 
renewing  her  Covenant ;  &  I  Baptised  her  child  named 
Robert,  also  I  now  Baptised  Susanna,  Daughter  of  Rich¬ 
ard  &  Elizabeth  Pike. 

May  20.  Lecture  Day.  I  preached  from  2  Tim.  2, 19. 

May  21.  I  marryed  Peter  Wehb  &  Bridgett  Moor. 

May  24.  I  preached  from  8  Romans,  6.  A  Cool  Day. 

May  25.  I  marryed  Thomas  Humphry  and  Eliz***  Ash¬ 
by,  both  of  this  Town. 
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May  27.  The  Generali  Election:  a  rainy  Day:  not¬ 
withstanding  y*  Faction  so  prevalent  in  Boston — Provi¬ 
dence  very  mercifully  Overruled  y®  Election. 

May  30.  I  returned  home,  a  fair  day :  a  plentifull  rain 
this  Week. 

May  31.  M'  Edw^  Wigglesw***  preached  for  me. 

June  3.  M'  Clark  Preached  my  Lecture. 

June  5.  I  marryed  Dan*  Webb  &  Elizabeth  Ropes. 

June  7.  Sac*  Day.  I  preached  from  3  Gal.  13,  and  11 
Matt.  6.  Received  to  Communion :  Susannah  Wife  of 
Henry  West  &  Mary  Wife  of  Thomas  Coles.  I  pro¬ 
pounded  y*  desire  of  Mary  Wife  of  Thomas  Sluman,  to 
enter  into  Cov*  and  be  Baptised. 

June  10.  I  preached  M'  Blowers  his  Lecture,  1  Jo“ 
4,  19. 

June  14.  I  preached  from  2  Peter,  3,  11 :  and  now  I 
Baptised :  Ebenezer,  Benjamin,  &  Hannah,  children  of 
George  &  Abigail  Peal :  and  stayed  the  Breth"  of  y* 
church  to  propound  y*  desire  of  our  Sister  Eliz***  Pierce 
to  be  recommended  to  y®  Church  att  Newbury  1™°  to 
Communicate  w*  y“  &  y®  Chh.  Granted  to  her. 

June  17.  Lecture  Day.  I  preached  from  2  Tim.  2, 19. 

June  21.  I  preached  from  2  Peter,  3,  11.  I  pro¬ 
pounded  y®  Desire  of  Mercy,  wife  of  Thomas  Cole,  to 
come  to  y®  L^‘  Table. 

June  28.  I  preached  att  Beverly  from  12  Excle.  13. 
I  putt  by  my  Lecture  w®  w*"*  be  on  Wednesday  next. 

July  1.  Commencement.  A  fine  cool  day. 

July  2.  M*"  Solomon  Stoddard  preached. 

July  3.  I  returned  home,  having  seen  Broth'^  Fisk, 
Sister  Marsh,  &c.  att  Boston. 

July  5.  Sacram*  Day.  1  preached  from  2  Peter,  3, 
11 :  and  from  3  Malachi,  14  :  rec*  to  Communion  Mercy, 
wife  of  Thomas  Cole,  and  Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  Sluman 
Entered  into  Cov*  &  was  Baptised. 

July  12.  I  preached  from  3  Mai.  14,  &  119  Psalm,  1. 
I  now  propounded  y®  Desire  of  Eliz***  wife  of  John  Tailer 
to  enter  into  Covenant  &  be  Baptised  &  her  children.  A 
misty  rainy  Day,  Uncomfortable. 

July  14.  The  Inferior  Courtt  satt  here. 

July  15.  Lecture  Day.  AP  Stanton  preached. 
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July  16.  I  raarrj  ed  John  Pool  of  Gloucester  &  Eliz  : 
Holmes  of  this  Town. 

July  19.  I  preached  from  y®  Epistle  of  Jude,  v*®  19. 
July  22.  I  went  over  to  Beverly  to  Assist  att  prayer 
att  the  house  of  Capt“  Herrick :  on  acct.  of  his  wife  who 
is  very  melancholy  &  was  very  uneasy  in  prayer,  but  she 
grew  very  sensible  afterw^*  and  Discoursed  freely :  I 
Lodged  att  Blowera  that  Evening. 

July  26.  I  preached  att  Stantons  from  119  Psalm, 
1.  M'  Sever  preached  for  me  from  1  Cor.'lS,  58  :  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  y*  wife  of  John  Tailer,  Enter*  into  Cov*  w*  God 
&  was  Baptised,  also  had  her  children — John,  William  & 
Mary — Baptised.  Now  I  read  to  the  Church  a  letter  from 
the  Chh.  of  Wenham  Inviting  y®  psence  &  assistance  of 
y®  Pastor  &  Delegates  of  this  Church  att  a  Council  to  be 
convened  on  y®  29  Instant :  att  Wenham :  and 

July  29.  The  Pastor  &  Delegates  went  and  mett  the 
Pastors  &  Delegates  of  y®  firet  &  fourth  Churches  in  Bos¬ 
ton  &  y®  firet  Church  in  Beverly  and  after  having  y®  Case 
Justifyed  the  whole  process  of  y®  Chh.  in  Wenham  and 
condemned  too  Wise  his  proceedings  in  y®  Case,  att 
Night  I  returned  with  the  Delegates  of  y®  Church. 

Aug.  2.  I  preached  from  y®  Epistle  of  Jude,  v*®  19, 
Sac*  Day.  A  fair  Day,  Especially  the  After  Part  of  It. 

Aug.  4.  I  went  to  a  ministers  meeting  at  Chip- 
mans. 

Aug.  5.  I  went  to  Braintrey  with  M*  Clark  :  found 
my  Brother  Marsh  in  a  hopefull  way. 

Aug.  9.  I  preached  att  the  Village  from  12  Eccle.  13. 
Aug.  12.  Lecture  Day.  M'  Prescott  Preached. 

Aug.  16.  I  preached  from  8  John,  51,  and  Baptised 
Benj,  son  of  Nath*  &  Hannah  Osgood  &  Hannah  Daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  &  Hannah  Field :  a  very  hot  Day. 

Aug.  17.  Now  M*'  Thomas  Flynt  of  this  town  went 
out  after  dinner  into  the  field,  well  as  he  had  been  some 
time  before  and  Died  suddenly  in  a  fainting  fitt.  He  was 
at  meet*  yesterday.  The  Lord  awaken  me  &  this  place 
hereby. 

Aug.  19.  M”  Holyoke  was  Buryed.  I  was  a  Bearer. 
Aug.  23.  I  preached  from  39  Psalm,  4 :  and  Baptised 
Mary  Daughter  of  Paul  &  Mary  Langden,  Mary  of  John 
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&  Mary  Bullock,  &  Mary  of  Jonath“  &  Mary  Verry. 
This  Night  Col®  Brown  had  a  Daughter  Born. 

Aug.  26.  Lecture  Day.  I  preached  from  7  John,  16. 

Aug.  30.  I  preached  in  y*  morning  att  M'  Stantons  from 
8  Rom.  6,  afternoon  att  home  from  3  Philip,  18,  19,  and 
Baptised  Abigail  Daughter  of  Col.  Sam‘  &  Abigail  Brown  : 
&  rec*  to  Communion  Abigail  Wife  of  Job  Twist  & 
propounded  Widow  Abigail  Elkins  to  enter  into  Covenant 

[Leaves  missing.] 

Nov.  6  [1720].  Sac*  Day.  I  preached  from  3  Gal.  13. 
M*  Hillhouse  preached  for  me  in  y*  afternoon.  Now  I 
rec*  to  the  Lords  Table  John  Hearson,  Hannah  wife  of 
Daniel  Darling,  Elizabeth  Butler.  Propounded  the  Desire 
of  Thomas  Symonds  to  Enter  into  Cov*  &  bis  Wife 
Elizabeth  to  renew  her  Cov*  &  John  Gavet  to  renew  his 
Cov*  I  have  been  very  ill  this  last  week,  and  am  now 
much  indisposed. 

Nov.  7.  last  night  I  was  very  bad  but  am  better  this 
morning. 

Nov.  8.  I  took  a  Dose  of  Physick  att  night  when  I 
went  to  Bed.  Captain  Q-ere  Died  this  morning — a  pson 
of  G*  w***  &  much  Lamented. 

Nov'  13.  1  preached  from  61  Psalm,  10.  Now  I 
propounded  y*  Desire  of  M'  Mackay  to  renew  his  Baptis¬ 
mal  Cov*  &c.  I  am  Ill  this  evening  with  a  sort  of  rheu¬ 
matic  pain  in  my  head  &  neck,  as  I  have  been  constantly 
this  fortnight  past 

Nov'  16.  Lecture  Day.  M'  Ward  of  Wenham  Pastor 
Elect  preached. 

Nov.  18.  Now  this  Evening  I  marryed  Thomas  Dean 
&  Martha  Gillingham. 

Nov.  20.  I  preached  from  51  Psalm,  10,  and  now 
Thomas  Symonds  Enf*  Cov*  and  was  Baptised,  also  his 
Wife  Elizabeth  rec**  Bap.  Cov*  and  their  Children — 
James,  Sam*,  Thomas,  Benjamin  &  Elizabeth — were  Bap¬ 
tised.  Also  John  Gavet  rec*  Bap*  Cov*  &  had  his  Daugh¬ 
ter  Mary  Baptised.  Also  Rebecca,  wife  of  James  Grens- 
lette,  who  was  Baptised  at  Reading,  rec*  Bap*  Cov*  &  had 
her  Children — James,  Rebecca,  Abigail  &  Elizabeth — 
Baptised.  Will  God  please  to  Bless  them  indeed  &  make 
.them  Blessings  :  and  psuade  others  to  come  in. 
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Nov.  24.  This  morning  very  early  I  was  called  to 
visitt  Manasseh  Marston  who  was  Dying — he  deeply 
lamented  &  bitterly  bewailed  his  former  life  &  himself 
now  was  under  deep  Concern  about  his  soul,  as  he  was 
on  Monday  last  when  I  visited  him.  I  hope  God  Granted 
him  repentance  unto  life,  he  solemnly  charged  his  wife 
&  family  to  fear  God  &  Give  up  themselves  to  him,  he 
warned  his  neighbours  round  ab*  him  to  take  warning  by 
him  and  Disired  me  from  him  to  speak  this  to  y'°  he 
looked  very  Earnestly  on  them  while  1  repeated  to  them 
what  he  said  : 

Nov'  27.  I  preached  att  Beverly  from  6  Matt.  20. 
M'  Blowers  preached  with  us ;  It  was  a  very  cold  Day 
indeed. 

Nov'  30.  Lecture  Day.  M'  Prescott  preached;  foul 
weather  this  afternoon. 

Dec'  4.  Sac*  Day.  I  preached  from  51  Psalm,  10,  & 
finished  my  discourses  on  this  subject.  Now  I  Baptised 
Thomas,  son  of  Edward  &  Remember  Norrice,  also  Re¬ 
becca,  Daughter  of  Samuel  &  Rebecca  Phippen. 

Dec.  8.  I  marryed  Thomas  Blaney  &  Desire  Dean. 
God  preserve  him  from  Quakerism  &  her  from  following 
him  therein. 

Dec'  11.  Now  I  Baptised  Isaac,  son  of  Isaac  Jun'  & 
Sarah  Williams. 

Dec'  18.  I  preached  att  M'  Stantons.  I  propounded 
for  him  the  desire  of  Eliz  :  Gerrish  to  renew  her  Bap¬ 
tismal  Covenant,  also  he  propounded  for  me  the  Desire 
of  Eliz :  Daughter  of  James  Lindall  to  renew  her  Bap¬ 
tismal  Cov*  &  Come  to  the  Lords  Table,  also  y*  desire  of 
Sarah  Best  to  Enter  into  y*  Bapt*  Covenant  &  be  Baptised. 

Dec.  23.  Att  Evening  I  visited  Mary,  Daughter  of 
Tamiswood  Modgey,  who  lay  very  sick  of  a  fever  and 
nigh  to  Death.  She  Died  that  night. 

Dec'  25.  I  preached  from  36  Ezck.  27.  Will  God 
Give  the  Blessing.  A  very  rainy  &  a  stormy  tempestous 
Day. 

Dec'  27.  I  waited  on  y*  Inferior  Court  now  held  here 
and  prayed  with  them  in  y*  morning. 

Dec.  28.  Lecture  Day.  I  preached  from  119  Psalm, 
115,  before  y*  Court,  the  Ministers  Dined  w***  the  Court. 
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Jan.  1,  1721.  Sac*  Day.  I  preached  in  y*  morning 
from  2  Cor.  6,  17.  A  New  Y”  sermon.  Now  I  rec**  to 
full  Estate  &  Communion  Elizabeth  Eldest  Daughter  of 
our  Brother  James  Lindall. 

Jan.  15.  Now  William  Mackay  received  his  Baptismal 
Covenant  and  his  Child  was  Baptised  Daniel.  Also  1  now 
Baptised  William,  son  of  Richard  and  Hannah  Ropes.  Also 
I  propounded  Sarah  Phippen  to  come  to  y®  Lords  Table. 

Jan.  25.  Went  to  Wenham  to  the  Ordination  of  M' 
Robert  Ward.  A  great  Concourse  of  People.  M*  Rogers 
of  Ipswich  gave  y®  Charge  &  M'  Fitch  of  y®  Same 
Church  y®  Right  hand  of  Fellowship.  M'  Webb  of  Bos¬ 
ton  lodged  with  me. 

Jan.  29.  I  preached  att  M'  Prescotts  and  he  preached 
for  me  and  propounded  y®  Desire  of  Ruth,  Daughter  of 
Samuell  Ruck,  to  come  to  the  Lords  Table. 

Feb.  2.  I  went  to  Marblehead  Lecture.  Mr.  Barnard 
preached. 

Feb.  5.  Now  I  received  to  Communion  Sarah  Phippen 
&  Ruth  Ruck,  and  Baptised  Amme,  Daughter  of  Sam* 
and  Amme  Swazey : 

Feb.  8.  Lecture  Day :  M*  Henchman  of  Lynn 
preached  for  me. 

Feb.  12.  Baptised  Abigail,  Daughter  of  John  and 
Abigail  Blowers. 

Mar.  4.  A  very  Great  storm  of  Wind  &  some  snow. 
Excessively  Cold. 

Mar.  7  [  ]  M*  Nath*  Higginson  was  taken  w**' 

fitts  [  ]  had  three  this  Day:  he  was  thus  [  ] 

morning  :  much  out  of  his  head  &  Reason  &  so  Continued 
w^'^out  any  sleep  and  Dyed  on  March  10  ab*  Sun  Setting 
having  before  his  Death  »een  Considerable  of  his  Reason 
tho  he  could  not  speak  to  us  saving  that  he  asked  me 
[  ]  with  and  certain.  An  awfull  Providence  this  is 

to  him  and  family,  Mad™  Higginson  &  the  family  of  Hig¬ 
ginson. 

March  13.  j\P  Nath*  Higginson  was  decently  Interred. 
Will  God  sanctify  this  surprising  Death  to  this  place. 

March  14.  Doctor  Oliver  Noyes  being  taken  with  y® 
Dead  Palsy  Died  this  Evening  lying  ill  but  24  hours.  He 
never  spoke  after  he  was  first  stricken  with  it. 


I 
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Last  Week  died  at  Marblehead  Mrs.  Sarah  Smethuret, 
Consort  of  Mr.  Joteph  Smethurst  of  that  Place,  and  eldest 
Daughter  of  Mr.  Thomat  Jackson,  Distiller,  of  this  Town. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  November  4,  1765. 

Stray'd  away  or  stollen  at  Lynn,  the  15th  of  October 
last,  a  high-couraged  Bay  Mare,  about  14  Hands  and  a 
half  high,  a  white  Stripe  in  her  Face,  a  natural  Pacer, 
and  alwut  8  Years  old ;  if  any  Person  will  bring  said 
Mare  to  John  Boyce  living  in  said  Lynn,  or  to  me  the 
Subscriber  at  Smithfield,  shall  have  Two  Dollars  Reward, 
and  all  necessary  Charges  paid  by  Enoch  Sprague. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  November  25,  1765. 

We  hear  a  Ship  from  the  Granades  bound  to  Piscataqua 
got  ashore  on  Plumb  Island,  but  received  little  or  no 
Damage. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  December  9,  17  65. 

Portsmouth,  N.  Hampshire,  Dec.  13.  We  hear  that 
Captain  Ball’s  ship  which  was  lately  cast  ashore  on  Plumb 
Island  will  be  entirely  lost,  but  most  of  the  cargo  saved. 

Last  Wednesday  se’night,  being  the  day  after  the  snow 
storm  we  had  here,  a  great  number  of  wild  Geese  flew 
over  this  town,  on  their  way  as  is  supposed  to  a  warmer 
climate,  but  having  tarried  too  long  in  this  cold  country, 
or  the  winter  setting  in  sooner  than  they  expected,  many 
of  them  lost  their  way,  and  had  such  a  quantity  of  ice  on 
their  wings  that  they  could  not  reach  any  farther  than 
Newbury-Port,  where  we  hear,  3  or  400  was  taken  up  in 
the  river  there,  most  of  which  were  alive. — One  person 
took  up  as  many  as  sold  for  jC150  Massachusetts  old  tenor. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  December  16,  1765. 


(290) 


MBW8PAPBB  ITBMS  RELATING  TO  ESSEX  COUNTY.  291 

We  hear  that  in  the  Storm  we  had  last  Tuesday  se’nnight 
a  Fishing  Schooner  belonging  to  Marblehead  was  cast 
away  on  Cape  Cod  and  all  the  People,  7  or  8  in  Number, 
lost. 

Botton  Evening  Post,  December  16,  1765. 

Last  Week  two  fishing  Vessels  arrived  at  Cape  Ann  - 
from  the  Grand  Banks  ;  they  inform  that  great  Numbers 
of  French  Ships  were  Fishing  on  the  Bank^  who  were 
very  insulting,  and  did  considerable  Damage  to  many  of 
our  Fishermen  by  running  foul  of  their  Vessels,  &c. 
Tliey  also  inform,  that  on  Tuesday  se’nnight  they  met 
with  a  very  violent  Gale  of  Wind,  in  which  they  had  the 
Misfortune  to  have  two  Men  washed  overboard  from  each 
of  their  Vessels,  among  whom  was  the  Skipper  of  one  of 
them. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  December  16,  1765. 

We  hear  from  Ipswich,  that  on  Monday  last  died  there 
the  Hon.  JOHN  CHOATE,  Esq ;  one  of  his  Majesty’s 
Council  for  this  Province.  Judge  of  Probate,  and  one  of 
the  Justices  of  the  Inferior  Court  for  Essex  County. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  December  25,  1765. 

Portsmouth,  Jan.  3.  The  Boston  Post  did  not  come  in 
till  10  o’clock  this  morning. — He  has  been  ever  since 
Tuesday  morning  from  Boston,  detain’d  two  hours  at 
Charlestown  Ferry,  which  is  almost  froze  over ;  did  not 
reach  Newbury  till  1  o’clock  on  Wednesday  and  that 
Ferry  being  near  froze  over,  he  could  not  cross  it  till 
yesterday  noon,  and  then  with  the  utmost  difficulty  was 
bro’t  in  a  float,  but  obliged  to  leave  his  horse  at  New¬ 
bury,  and  get  another  this  side,  which  he  was  forced  to 
lead  great  part  of  the  way. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  January  6,  1766. 

The  Creditors  of  Nathan  Waite,  who  is  an  insolvent 
Debtor,  are  desired  to  meet  their  Trustees  at  the  Town- 
House  in  Marblehead,  on  Thursday  the  13th  Day  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  next,  at  Eleven  of  the  Clock  beforenoon ;  to  give 
necessary  Directions  to  the  said  Trustees:  And  the  said 
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Creditors  are  desired  then  and  there  to  bring  in  and  prove 
their  several  Claims.  And  all  Persons  indebted  to  the  said 
Waite  are  desired  to  pay  the  same  to  the  said  Trustees, 
on  or  before  the  said  Day,  or  they  will  be  sued  therefor. 
And  at  the  same  Time  and  Place  will  be  SOLD  to  the 
highest  Bidder,  for  the  Benefit  of  said  creditors,  the  Island 
called  Catt's  Itland,  at  the  mouth  of  Marblehead  Harbour, 
and  a  small  Piece  of  Ground  on  Siverit’s  Hill,  so  called, 
in  said  Marblehead. 

Boeton  Evening  Poet,  January  20,  1766. 

Friday  last  Capt.  Hathorne  arrived  at  Salem  from  the 
Granades,  and  after  he  bad  been  to  the  Custom  House  and 
entered  his  Vessel,  it  was  reported  bis  Papers  were 
stamp’d,  upon  hearing  of  which  the  Selectmen  of  the 
Town  were  applied  to  by  a  number  of  the  Sons  of  Lib¬ 
erty,  desiring  them  to  send  to  the  Custom  House  for  those 
Marks  of  Slavery  that  they  might  see  them,  having  had 
nothing  of  the  Kind  among  them  till  then.  The  Gentle¬ 
men  at  the  Oflice  readily  delivered  them  up,  when  they 
were  brought  upon  the  Parade  and  there  exposed  to  pub¬ 
lic  View,  then  carried  to  the  Loudon  Coffee  House,  where 
were  assembled  a  large  Company  of  respectable  People 
(on  the  Occasion)  who  soon  came  to  the  following  Re¬ 
solves,  viz.  1.  That  these  Marks  of  Tyranny  were  by  no 
Means  to  be  lodged  in  a  public  Office.  2.  That  they  to¬ 
gether  with  a  Jackboot,  (out  of  which  the  D - 1  was 

peeping)  should  be  aflixed  to  a  long  Pole  and  carried  thus 
between  Heaven  and  Earth  (as  fit  for  neither)  near  to  the 
common  Whipping  Post.  But  some  objecting  that  they 
did  not  deserve  so  much  Honor  ivs  to  be  fixed  to  it ;  it  was 
then  agreed  they  should  be  burnt  nigh  it ;  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  done  by  a  Bonfire  prepared  for  that  Purpose, 
amidst  the  loud  Huzzas  of  the  Assembly,  and  the  Ashes 
scattered  in  the  Air : — After  which  the  Populace  imme¬ 
diately  dispersed  without  doing  any  harm  or  making  any 
Disturbance.  A  number  of  Gentlemen  returned  to  the 
Coffee  House,  spent  the  Evening,  and  drank  several  loyal 
Toasts,  such  as  long  Life  and  Prosperity  to  his  Majesty 
King  George  the  Third ;  Destruction  to  the  Stamp  Act,  &c. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  February  3, 1766. 
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Last  Monday  two  Men  were  taken  up  and  committed 
to  Goal  at  Newbury  Port,  for  passing  counterfeit  Dollars. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  February  3,  1766. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Salem,  Feb.  6,  1766. 

“  I  was  apprehensive  among  other  ill  Effects  of  the 
Stamp  Act  that  some  Distributors  would  not  adhere  to 
their  Oaths,  but  take  all  Advantages  of  Persons  applying 
for  said  Papers ;  an  Instance  has  occur’d  that  confirms  me 
in  that  Opinion  ;  I  have  a  Vessel  arrived  from  the  Gren¬ 
ades,  and  observing  in  the  Captain’s  Account  he  charged 
me  with  j£l.  Ss.  6d.  paid  for  Stamp-Papers,  I  examined 
him  strictly  upon  it,  he  produced  his  Clearance,  which  was 
stamp’d  in  two  Places  IIII.  Paper  D.  For  this  he  told 
me  he  was  obliged  to  pay  the  Distributor  2j£.  3d.  Sterling, 
as  he  did  for  every  other  Sheet  he  was  obliged  to  take  for 
Cockets,  &c.  This  is  a  moderate  Advance  thought  by  that 
honest  Distributor,  viz.  Three  Times  as  much  as  he  ought 
to  have  take.” - 

Boston  Evening  Post,  February  10,  1766. 

A  Gentleman  from  Marblehead  informs  us,  that  on 
Thursday  last  Capt.  Bowden  arrived  there  from  Halifax, 
&  having  expos’d  stamped  News  Paper,  which  he  brought 
from  thence,  the  Populace  assembled  to  the  Number  of 
several  Hundreds  on  the  Training-Hill  (so  called)  where 
they  soon  erected  a  stately  Bonfire,  with  a  Staff  in  the 
Centre,  whereon  they  hoisted  the  Object  of  their  Dis¬ 
pleasure,  and  the  whole  was  consumed  amidst  the  loudest 
Acclamations  of  Loyalty  to  the  King,  and  Love  to  their 
Country.  After  this  they  retired  to  a  Tavern,  where 
many  Toasts  expressive  of  their  Regard  to  the  happy 
Constitution  procur’d  by  their  Ancestors,  were  drank ; 
and  Peace  and  good  Harmony  crown’d  the  Night. 

We  hear  that  on  Wednesday  last  his  Excellency,  with 
the  Advice  of  his  Majesty’s  Council,  was  pleased  to  ap¬ 
point  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Ropes,  Esq.,  to  be  Judge  of 
Probate  and  first  J  ustice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
for  the  County  of  Essex,  in  the  Room  of  the  Hon.  John 
Choate,  Esq ;  deceased. — Also,  to  appoint  the  Hon.  Wil- 
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liam  Bourn,  Esq  ;  to  be  a  Justices  of  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  the  same  County. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  February  10,  1766. 

We  hear  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edward  Barnard  of  Haverhill, 
is  chosen  to  preach  the  Sermon  at  the  anniversary  Elec¬ 
tion  of  Counsellors  for  this  Province  in  May  next. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  February  24,  1766. 

PORTSMOUTH,  New-Hampshire,  Feb.  28.  Yesterday 
five  Barrels  of  Bisket,  bro't  from  Newbury  Port,  was 
seized  by  the  Selectmen  in  this  town  and  sent  to  the 
Work-house,  for  the  use  of  the  Poor,  which  wanted  near 
one  third  of  the  weight  required  by  the  new  Act. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  March  3,  1766. 

Salem,  March  1,  1766.  All  Persons  who  have  Ac- 
coumpts  open  with  John  Pratt,  Margaret  Pratt,  or  their 
Daughters  Maverick,  Hannah,  and  Abigail  Pratt,  all  of 
said  Salem,  deceased,  are  desired  soon  to  settle  the  same 
with  Ruth  Jeffey,  Executrix. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  March  3,  1766. 

Messi'rs  Printers,  Nothing  as  yet  having  been  inserted  in 
any  of  the  Papers,  relative  to  the  Opposition  that  Newbury- 
Port  has  made  against  the  late  detestable  S — p  A — t,  who 
have  distinguished  themselves  as  much  (if  not  more')  than  any 
Town  in  the  Province,  according  to  their  Number,  your  insert¬ 
ing  the  following  will  oblige  some  of  your  constant  Customers. 

On  Feb.  the  26th  1766,  the  Sons  of  Liberty  got  intel¬ 
ligence  of  a  Stamp  Paper,  they  immediately  went  in 
Pursuit  after  it,  and  found  in  the  Hands  of  Mr.  John 
B — rdm-n  a  stamp  Clearance  from  Halifax  to  the  West- 
Indies,  for  the  Schooner  Defiance,  with  70,000  Boards, 
50,000  Shingles,  and  10  Horses  in  said  Clearance,  which 
they  demanded  of  the  said  John  ;  and  after  some  Debate 
with  great  Reluctance  he  delivered  the  said  Clearance, 
saying,  D — n  it,  there  is  £.40  gone;  they  then  carried 
the  said  John  before  a  justice,  where  he  was  sworn  before 
some  Hundreds,  that  he  had  no  other  stamp  Papers,  nor 
knew  of  any  other  in  Town,  nor  would  make  use  of  any 
again  untill  allow’d  by  the  Province ;  they  then  dismist 
him  with  three  Cheers.  The  next  day  his  EflSgie  was 
hung  on  Liberty-Tree  near  the  lower  Long  Wharf,  the 
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detestable  Clearance  was  fix’d  on  a  Pole  with  a  Chain, 
carried  thro’  the  Town  with  Drums  beating,  and  Flag 
flying,  and  other  Music  ;  at  4  o’clock  the  Effigie  was  let 
down,  and  that,  with  the  Clearance,  was  burnt  under  the 
Tree  of  Liberty,  in  the  midst  of  the  Acclamations  of  a 
vast  Number  of  Spectators,  who  then  gave  three  Cheers, 
and  with  the  roaring  of  the  Drums  dispers’d ;  the  whole 
was  conducted  with  the  utmost  Decency  and  Order. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  March  10,  1766. 

TO  BE  SOLD  hy  the  Subscriber  A  Fine  Farm  about 
twenty  Miles  from  Boston,  and  within  an  Hour’s  Ride  of 
three  Sea-port  Towns,  (m.)  Salem,  Marblehead,  and  Bev¬ 
erly,  containing  about  Four  hundred  Acres  of  choice 
Land,  with  three  Dwelling-Houses  situated  for  the  Re¬ 
ception  of  three  Families,  two  of  them  being  at  each  End 
of  the  Farm,  and  the  other  about  the  Middle  ;  one  of 
them  a  genteel  House,  with  a  Kitchen,  Barn  Stables,  &c. 

calculated  for  a  Gentleman  of  Fortune. - The  Farm  is 

divided  into  seventeen  Partitions,  each  Partition,  except 
two  small  ones  of  about  two  Acres,  having  a  Stream  of 
W ater  running  through  them  which  has  not  been  known 
to  dry  up  in  the  dryest  Season.  The  whole  Farm  is  in¬ 
closed  with  a  Stone  Wall  between  six  and  seven  Feet 
high,  well  built.  William  Burnet  Browne. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  March  10,  1766. 

By  His  EXCELLENCY  FRANCIS  BERNARD,  Esq  ; 
Captain-General  and  Governor  in  Chief,  in  and  over  his 
Majesty’s  Province  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  in  New- 
England,  and  Vice-Admiral  of  the  same. 

A  PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS  a  Representation  hath  been  made  to  me  by 
the  Hon.  John  Temple,  Esq  ;  Surveyor-General  of  his 
Majesty’s  Customs  for  the  Northern  District  of  America, 
that  a  certain  small  Schooner,  on  the  9th  of  March  In¬ 
stant,  put  into  the  Harbour  of  Newbury-Port,  below  the 
Town,  and  went  out  again  the  next  Morning,  which  oc¬ 
casioned  a  Suspicion  that  there  had  been  Goods  landed 
from  the  said  Schooner  contrary  to  Acts  of  Trade  ;  where¬ 
upon  Mr.  William  Jenkins,  an  Officer  of  the  Customs  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Newbury-Port  aforesaid,  did  the  next  Day  with 
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a  Boat  and  some  Men  proceed  to  Salisbury  Beach,  and 
there  found  and  seized  four  Barrels  of  Sugar,  three 
Tierces  and  Twelve  Hogsheads  of  Molasses ;  but  the  tide 
not  serving  till  late  in  the  Evening  to  bring  the  Boat  and 
Goods  up  to  Town,  the  same  were  beset  by  six  Boats  full 
of  armed  Men  in  Disguise,  which  took  the  Boat  and  Goods 
from  the  said  Officer  by  Force,  together  with  the  Boat  he 
went  down  in,  leaving  him  and  his  Men  on  the  Beach  all 
Night  in  a  Snow  Storm. 

And  whereas  it  is  of  great  Importance  to  the  Peace 
and  Order  of  this  Government,  and  to  the  carrying  into 
Execution  within  the  same,  the  several  Acts  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  regulating  the  Plantation  Trade,  that  such  high 
handed  Offenders  should  be  brought  to  speedy  and  con¬ 
dign  Punishment: 

I  Have  thought  fit  with  the  Advice  of  his  Majesty’s 
Council  to  issue  this  Proclamation,  hereby  requiring  all 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  all  Sheriffs  and  their  Deputies,  and 
all  Civil  Officers  in  their  several  Districts  and  Depart¬ 
ments  within  the  said  Province  respectively,  to  use  their 
utmost  Endeavours  for  discovering,  apprehending,  and 
bringing  to  Justice  the  several  Offenders  aforementioned, 
or  any  of  them,  and  also  to  support  and  maintain  the 
Officera  of  the  Customs  in  the  Recovery  of  the  said  Ves 
sel  and  Goods,  and  in  all  Matters  relative  thereto  in  the 

due  Execution  of  their  Office. - And  I  do  hereby 

promise  a  Reward  of  Fifty  Pounds,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  public  Treasury,  to  any  Person  or  Persons  who 
shall  inform  against  or  discover  any  one  or  more  con¬ 
cerned  in  these  riotous  and  unlawful  Proceedings,  so  that 
he  or  they  shall  be  convicted.  And  if  the  informer  shall 
have  been  an  Accomplice  or  any  Ways  engaged  in  the 
Offence  aforesaid,  he  shall  receive  his  Majesty’s  Pardon 
and  be  also  entituled  to  the  Reward  above-mentioned,  upon 
Conviction  of  the  Party  informed  against  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  Hand  at  Boston,  the  15th  Day  of  March, 
1766,  in  the  Sixth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 
GEORGE  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  GOD,  ^Great-Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  KING,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  ^e. 

Fra.  Bernard. 

By  His  Excellency’s  Command,  A.  Oliver,  Seer. 

Boston  Evening  Post  March  17,  1766. 


